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Where there is sun, the Buddha ’ s light shines. Where
there is ocean, the Dharma stream flows. This is the
30th year since London Fo Guang Shan temple and
BLIA London were established. From a little sapling, we
have now grown into a big tree that can provide shade
for people. Throughout these 30 years, our Buddha * s
Light members have worked hard to collectively

create. Together, we have made history that is worth
remembering.

Thanks to Venerable Master Hsing Yun who wisely
chose this site back in 1992 to set up the temple, we
constantly welcome visitors from diff erent places as the
temple is conveniently located in central London with
accessible public transports nearby. This has rendered
unlimited potential to the temple in propagating the
Dharma and liberating sentient beings.

After 30 years of utilisation, this Grade IT* listed
building has to undergo high-level conservation and
maintenance work, which proves to be a huge challenge.
The first phase which involved rooftop conservation and
the building ’ s interior maintenance was completed
despite the pandemic. For the second phase, with the
help from our quantity surveyors Alex Lee and Leng
Hooi Ng who contacted and considered multiple
potential architects, we finally found Giles Quarme
Architects, an architectural practice that specialises

in historic buildings. Hopefully this phase of work
including lift and cotrridor roof installations will be
approved by the government. This will surely benefit our
devotees.

Since Lunar New Year in 2022, with the relaxation

of lockdown rules, we have opened the temple to the
public. The temple has become a popular place among
young people, who came to know about its location
through social media such as Little Red Book and
influencers on social media platforms. This reflects that
the younger generation are in need of spiritual and
emotional stability and support . It also brings along
a new atmosphere to the temple, with the hope that
our faith can be passed down continuously to future
generations.

In order to celebrate the contribution and eff orts
from the Buddha ’
at the past 30 years, we invited previous abbesses and .
superintendents of the temple to recount the past
together. Each and every session was heart-warming

s Light members as we look back

and touching. It was an opportunity for the devotees
to express their gratitude to these venerables. As they
recalled each of the venerables ’ teachings, they were

reminded of their initial aspirations.

Throughout these 30 years, guided by the venerables, the
Buddha ’ s Light members have implemented various
BLIA activities, and uphold the Humanistic Buddhism
principle of benefiting humanity,and constantly seek

to improve themselves, which is truly heartening.

For Dharma propagation, the monastic and lay
communities have worked closely together. This year,
we have 3 new lay Dharma lecturers, who are the new
blood of our mission. They are the manifestations of the
thousand hands and thousand eyes of Avalokitesvara
Bodhisattva and the venerables. For charity, with war,
pandemic and various worsening situations happening
globally, we upheld the spirit of ¢ giving” taught by
Venerable Master, and were never absent in helping

the society. We also continued to provide support and
aid to food banks. For our devotees, we organised
reading clubs so that more people have the chance

to establish the right understanding. Online English
Dharma courses were also held, attracting students of
diff erent backgrounds and nationalities. For inheritance
of faith, our translation team led by Sumati Lecturer
Roxy contributed to publishing multiple volumes of

“ Buddhism: Pure and Simple”. At Bodhi Garden, we
witness growth of our students who were taught well

by the hardworking teachers. The Dharma education is
growing roots here in London.

London Fo Guang Shan is 30 years old now. We should
make vows on this 30th year. As recorded in the
Analects of Confucius, “ Thirty, therefore established”.
Apart from establishing the Three Immortals of
virtues, words, and achievements, Venerable Master
furthermore hopes that we can establish ambitions,
vows and our minds. In this year of 2022, we reflected
on our past and look forward to our future. Let us rise
with spirit and soar high. May the next thirty years be
entriching and wonderful. May we join togethet to bring
a beautiful future for society that is virtuous, beautiful,
pure, and needed by our fellow humans.

Ru Hai Shi

Superintendent
London Fo Guang Shan
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