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Auspicious Greetings!

2017/18 has been a very exciting and fruitful year for London
Fo Guang Shan Temple. All members of the temple, including
BLIA, YAD and Bodhi Garden have not only been organising
events in the aspects of culture, education, charity, cultivation
and even Interfaith exchanges; but have also been actively
reaching out to the society and participating in many local
events in order to further propagate Humanistic Buddhism.
In 2017, we joined in the UK Heritage Open Day. Visitors

to our Grade II* Victorian building, were able to appreciate
the beautiful historic architecture, whilst also gaining insight
into Buddhism through Sutra Calligraphy, Tea Chan and
vegetarian cooking demonstrations. This year, members of
London Fo Guang Shan Temple also bought the Buddha's
birthday celebrations into the Houses of Commons with a
Tea Ceremony and bathing the Buddha. Many guests from
different local education, media and charity organisations
were left deeply impressed by the serene and meaningful
tea ceremony. In April, a forum and book launch for the
Complete Works of Master Hsing Yun was also organised at
the Houses of Parliament, spreading the teachings of Master
Hsing Yun and the concepts of Humanistic Buddhism to
academics in UK.

In response to Master Hsing Yun's vision for the next 50 years
of Fo Guang Shan, being to propagate Buddhism through arts,
music and sports, the first BLIA London Cup Sports Day was
held in July last year. The objective of this sports day being to
promote an active and healthy lifestyle, build team spirit and
also practice Humanistic Buddhism. During the Mid-Autumn
Festival, Buddha's Light Members organised the Sounds of the
Human World Tea Party. All members regardless of age, joined
in the singing and dancing to strengthen bonds and enjoy

the celebrations. Also in terms of music, London Fo Guang
Shan was also invited to perform at the British Museum for the
annual Faith in Tune event. Over hundred people watched

as members of London Fo Guang Shan chanted praise to the
Buddha and the youth group and Bodhi Garden children also
performed the dance "Open Your Heart”. Two completely
different performance styles expressed the diversity; solemn
yet also full of energy. In terms of the arts, Bodhi Garden
students had great achievements in the 2nd International
Children’s Painting Competition to promote Environmental
Public Interest. Student Jacky Lee won the outstanding award
again, becoming the only person to be awarded this prize in
successive years. The students also had great success at the
Westminster Interfaith Art Competition. Their success is not
only an achievement for the London Fo Guang Shan but also
a way of propagating Buddhism through art.

Throughout the last year, London Fo Guang Shan has
continued to spread the Dharma through education, culture
and charity, reaching many milestones. The collaboration
with the British Library officially began with several meetings
and exchanges. The Encyclopaedia of Buddhist Arts was
donated to various universities such as Oxford, Cardiff and
Canterbury. Venerable Miao Guang's interpretation workshop
attracted over 40 youths from across Europe to attend which

also resulted in the establishment of the Europe translation
team. The mindfulness workshops and classes for financial
professionals led by Youth Sumagadhi Lecturer Roxanna Pang
also received a lot of positive feedback. The collaboration
with Durham University led to the successful opening of the
Walking with the Buddha Exhibition at the Fo Guang Shan
Buddha Museum. On Mother's Day, members of London

Fo Guang Shan Temple organised a special tea party to raise
funds for charity, Lepra. Over 100 people attended showing
the kindness, compassion and support for charitable causes.
Buddha's Light members also organised a winter foodbank
drive, collecting food for the homeless and needy. After the
unfortunate Grenfell Tower incident, Venerables and devotees
of the temple attended the special prayer and blessing service
to express care and loving-kindness to those affected.

Alex Lee was re-elected as BLIA President at the year-

end AGM, continuing to lead Buddha's Light International
Association, London Chapter to reach new heights. It

was encouraging to witness the newly elected committee
also vowed to uphold the responsibility of spreading the
Dharma to a wider audience. A committee members training
seminar brought everyone together to share stories and

ideas for the future and learn from one another. Another
great accomplishment for this past year must also be the
presentation of the Three Acts of Goodness awards to five
families of London Fo Guang Shan. This year, Fo Guang Shan
celebrated the 50 years since Master Hsing Yun's renunciation
by organising a devotees gathering at Fo Guang Shan France,
which included the awards ceremony. All five families have
either two or three generations of Buddha's Light members.
Over the years, each of these families have been dedicated
and devoted to Fo Guang Shan, contributing and supporting
the propagation of Humanistic Buddhism. The common
ground for all these families is that they are all members of
Bodhi Garden. | often say to the children of Bodhi Garden,
"‘Bodhi means enlightenment. The reason for giving Bodhi
Garden this name is with the hope that these Bodhi seeds
can grow healthily and strongly in an environment that is true,
virtuous and beautiful.” Seeing faith passed down to future
generations brings great joy.

When addressing the youths participating in 2018 IBLYAC and
Life and Chan, Master Hsing Yun said: “This year, | am 92 years
old. I am willing to use my life to protect all of you.” He also
encouraged all the young people to treat each other as family,
working together to contribute to the world, bringing joy

and peace to all beings. | believe that the Master's words not
only touched the hearts of those present, but will also touch
anyone who hears these words. In the future, | hope that we
can learn the spirit of the Master, to use our lives to protect
others, protect Fo Guang Shan, protect Buddhism, and protect
every good opportunity. May members of London Fo Guang
Shan always spread seeds of beauty and virtue to all corners
of the world. Thank you to everyone for your dedication and
contribution, and continue towards the stride towards the
Buddha's light.

Miao Shiang

Abbess of London Fo Guang Shan Temple  08.08.2018
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London Fo Guang Shan

Established in 1992, London Fo Guang Shan Temple is an active centre of Buddhist
worship and teaching in the Mahayana tradition. It is one of the 200 worldwide
branches of Fo Guang Shan Monastery founded in Taiwan by Venerable Master
Hsing Yun in 1967.

The Temple propagates the Dharma (Buddhist Teachings) of Humanistic Buddhism
advocated by the Venerable Master. Humanistic Buddhism is a modern Buddhist
philosophy. Its goal is to live the Bodhisattva way. Bodhisattvas are energetic and
enlighten beings who strive to help us liberate ourselves. Humanistic Buddhism
places strong emphasis on making Buddhism relevant in contemporary society by
bringing it into all aspects of our daily lives.

In the same year, the Buddha's Light International Association (BLIA) London was
born. This is a Lay Buddhists group also formed by Venerable Master Hsing Yun
for lay practitioners to join in the propagation of the Buddha's teachings under the
guidance of monastics. The BLIA headquarter is in Los Angeles, California, USA.

In every temple of Fo Guang Shan in the world, there is a BLIA chapter within it to
assist the temple in spreading the Dharma.

London Fo Guang Shan Temple aspires to create a Pure Land on Earth. Housed

in a Grade II* listed building in the central of London city, London Fo Guang Shan
Temple is a remarkable example of high Victorian polychromatic architecture by
one of the UK's most significant Victorian architects, William Butterfield. Only a
few minutes away from Oxford Street, the Temple provides a sanctuary from the
stresses of urban life. Spanning four floors, the Temple consists of the Main Shrine,
two additional Shrines for Avalokitesvara (Guan Yin Pusa) Bodhisattva and for
Ksitigarbha (Di Zang Pusa) Bodhisttva, A meditation hall, a refectory and a library.

Over two decades, London Fo Guang Shan Temple and its affiliated association
have actively fulfilled their role in spreading the Dharma of Humanistic Buddhism
based on the four principles initiated by the Venerable Master:

» Propagating Dharma through Cultural Activities

« Fostering talents through education

 Benefiting society through Philanthropic Programme
 Purifying human hearts and minds through Buddhist practices

London Fo Guang Shan Activities Report
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BLIA Day Trip to Ruislip
Lido

On the 15th of July, BLIA London Sub-Chapter 1 organised
an outing to Ruislip Lido, which is a 40 acre lake with a
man-made beach. The trip was led by the BLIA London Sub-
Chapter 1 president Yvonne Hen and Venerable Miao Yuen.
About 20 members participated in this trip.

Even though it was drizzling, everyone enjoyed the outing as
they walked around the lake with a peaceful and calm mind.
Apart from the sightseeing, the members also played games
and conducted a study group session on the “Song of the
Ten Practices and Cultivations”
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A Seminar on Aesthetics
and Arts

A seminar on aesthetics and arts was held in the meditation
hall of London Fo Guang Shan temple on the 17th of August.
The seminar was conducted in three main sections, namely
‘Drama and Life", "The Art of Aesthetics” and "Buddha’s Light
Study Group”.

The "Drama and Life" section was led by Venerable Miao
Shiang, the abbess of London Fo Guang Shan, Venerable Zhi
Xian, Dean of College of Management in Nan Hua University
and Professor Chien Lee-Zen, Dean of the School of Theatre,
Taipei National University of the Arts, who attended the
seminar with his wife. "The Art of Aesthetics” session was led
by a software designer from Virginia Deco, LU Wei-Qin, who
is also the chief docent of Taipei Fine Arts Museum, together
with a line of three other artists. In the “Buddha’s Light Study
Group” session, Venerable Chueh Yun, who is the supervisor
of Fo Guang Shan temple led the session together with BLIA
advisors Helen Ni and Wu Li-Fen, as well as a Buddha's Light
member, Joanna Xie.
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BLIA CUP -
Outdoor Sports Day

BLIA London Subchapter 2 held the first BLIA Cup Sports Day
on 26th August 2017. In order to promote healthy life and
importance of team work, BLIA London invited 70 Buddha's
Light members to participate in the sports day event at
Regent Park. Abbess of London Fo Guang Shan Temple,
Venerable Miao Shiang officially started the Sports Event

by thanking all sponsors to this events and motivated all
devotees to practice Humanistic Buddhism through exercise.
The sports day included 5-a-side football and also rounders.
At the end of the competition, Bodhi Garden won the
overall game. This sports day promoted the importance of
friendship and sportsmanship. After the exciting event, all the
participants expressed that they look forward to next sports
events in September and October.
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London Fo Guang Shan
Takes Part in Annual
Heritage Open Day

London Fo Guang Shan Temple is an iconic building located
in the heart of central London. It is a nineteenth century
grade II* listed building, built over 160 years ago, to the
designs of William Butterfield (1814 — 1900), one of the

UK's most significant Victorian architects. The building is

the former Parish School and Church House for All Saints
Church which is situated diagonally across from the building
and was transformed into a Buddhist temple in 1992. This
year, London Fo Guang Shan was invited to take part in

the 2017 Heritage Open Day, which is England’s largest
festival of history and culture with over 2,500 organisations
participating. This event is held annually for four days in
September, and many places across the country open their
doors to the public to celebrate their heritage, community
and history.

On 7th, 9th and 10th September, London Fo Guang Shan
specially arranged for volunteers to give guided tours around
the temple and also run workshops for the public to get to

know the building and the community. Workshops included,

Tea and Chan, Chinese calligraphy, sutra transcription,
vegetarian cooking demonstration and study groups. During
the three days, nearly 300 people visited the temple and
joined in the various activities.

Buddha's Light members put their efforts together to
showcase the beauty of the temple and the spirit of Fo
Guang Shan. The team of tour guides were led by BLIA
London Advisor Salina Wong. In preparation for the event,
the volunteers read up on the historical and architectural
background of the building, in order to give the visitors

a better insight into the building and its heritage. The
volunteers greeted each guest with smiles and joyfully
explained the highlights of the building but also the activities
held and the culture of the Buddha's Light community.

RBEGFL TERE
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Throughout the three days, Chinese calligrap
sutra transcription workshops were held on the top
floor meditation hall, led by BLIA Advisors Helen Ni and
Veronica Wetten. Guests were invited to practice Chinese
calligraphy through transcribing the “Ten Practices” and
Dharma words by Venerable Master Hsing Yun. BLIA YAD
Sumagadhi Lecturer Roxanna Pang led a mindfulness
meditation workshop in the main shrine, giving guests a brief
introduction to the methods and benefits of meditation and
how to apply the practice of Chan in everyday life.

BLIA London Subchapter 2 President Soosyan Eng also
facilitated two study groups in Mandarin, Cantonese and
English. To coincide with the sutra transcription, the groups
studied the “Ten Practices’, looking deeper in to the meaning
and sharing experiences.

In the dining hall of the temple, Moiling Ting demonstrated
two simple vegetarian dishes, Mexican veggie wrap and
noodles in lettuce wrap. Moiling explained the benefits of
a vegetarian diet and advised the importance of nutritional
balance. After demonstrating the methods of preparing
the dishes, some of the visitors also had a go and making it
themselves and also tried and tasted the dishes.

Members Tracy Chan, Marcus Chan and Roxanna Pang
also held Tea and Chan workshops. Apart from serving tea
to the visitors, they also talked them through the process
of the tea ceremony and the importance of being mindful
of each action. They explained that we can experience the
state of Chan through the simple daily act of tea-making. It
is very much about mindfulness, respect and gratitude. The
guests extremely enjoyed the workshop and as tea is also a
very important part of the English culture, they found it very
relevant and inspiring experience.

Throughout the three days, London Fo Guang Shan received
many first-time visitors who all gave very positive feedback.
They enjoyed find out about the heritage of the building

and also learning about the Buddhist community. They
commended on the hard work of Master Hsing Yun, the
monastic and lay community who have worked so hard over
the last 25 years to make this place a “gem in the centre of
London” that has made such a “positive impact to the local
society.” One of the visitors commented: “I'm sure that the
designer, William Butterfield would have been so impressed
with what the building has become today.” Even though

the building was initially built as a Christian institute, since
becoming a Buddhist temple in 1992, Fo Guang Shan has
continued to use this site to promote spiritual cultivation,
goodness and harmony for society.

London Fo Guang Shan Activities Report
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2017 BLIA Cup -
Indoor Sports Day

The second BLIA London sports day was officially held on
23rd September at Queen Mother Sports Centre. More than
50 devotees participated in the sports day, which included
different types of sports, including basketball, badminton,
and table tennis. The sports day benefited all participants,
both physically and mentally. Sports and competitions not
only strengthen the physicality of the members, they also
enable members to understand the importance of teamwork
and cooperation. The second BLIA London sports day was
a fun and meaningful day for all, reminding everyone of the
importance of good sportsmanship.
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Bodhi Garden Celebrates
Mid-Autumn Festival

On 24th September, the students of London Bodhi Garden
celebrated mid-autumn festival by making paper lanterns on
their own. At the beginning of the class, teacher Roxy tested
their knowledge about mid-autumn festival, such as eating
mooncakes, lantern procession and reunion with family. The
students participated actively in the quiz.

Before making the lanterns, the students were reminded that
mid-autumn festival is a time for family reunion and hence,
full attention should be paid in decorating these lanterns in
order to bring happiness to everyone. About 30 colourful
paper lanterns were created by the students at the end of the
class.

London Fo Guang Shan Activities Report
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Celebrating Mid-Autumn
Festival with Music

On 1st October, the London BLIA Sub-Chapter 3 organised
a "Sounds of the Human World" music party in conjunction
with the mid-autumn festival. About 100 Buddha's Light
members, YAD members, Bodhi Garden students as well as
their parents participated in this event.

There were singing performances by YAD which constituted
of youths from different countries, dance performances by
BLIA members, and also sign language performance by the
Bodhi Garden children.

RBEGFL TERE
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Celebrating Double Ninth
Festival with Light Offering
Ceremony and Tea Party

In conjunction with Double Ninth Festival, the London BLIA
Sub-Chapter 2 organised a light offering ceremony and a tea
party, which welcomed a crowd of about 40 senior Buddha's
Light members to spend this meaningful and heart-warming
afternoon together.

The light offering ceremony was led by Venerable Miao
Shiang and Venerable Chueh Yun, with the purpose of
seeking for blessings for the elderly, so that they stay healthy
and happy. This was followed by a tea party, with snacks
and sing-along sessions. Many of the elders also took this
opportunity to share their positive experience for being part
of the Fo Guang Shan family with heart-warming stories of
their spiritual journeys.

London Fo Guang Shan Activities Report
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BLIA YAD Welcome Party

A welcome party for new YAD members has always been
an important part of BLIA YAD's activities. This event aims to
introduce the purpose of YAD and to give an opportunity for
young people to socialise. On 25th November, 15 youths
from different UK universities participated in the welcome
party. BLIA YAD London Vice president Arthur and adviser
Roxanna Pang introduced the story of Master Hsing Yun
and the spirits of Fo Guang Shan. The welcome party also
included a treasure hunt within the temple. Using different
challenging hints and contents in Buddhism, the new
members had a lot of fun but at the same time learned a lot
about Buddhist ideas as well.
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Bodhi Garden Christmas
Party

In the UK, Christmas is a festive season for friends and
families to get together and reunite. For the Bodhi Garden
students, this is also a time for everyone to come together
and reflect on the year, to be grateful for all the wonderful
causes and conditions and to celebrate the achievements
throughout the year. On 17th December 2017, Bodhi Garden
held it's annual year-end Christmas party which was attended
by 90 people including students, parents, teachers and
volunteers.

The party began with some games and team-building
activities, followed by a dinner party. During the dinner party,
a video of the past years activities was played to remind the
students of all the fun activities and learning opportunities
that they have experienced over the past year. The students
prepared cards and gifts for the temple, venerables, teachers,
volunteers and parents for all that they have done for them.
The Venerables presented gifts and awards to the students
with outstanding attendance and achievements. The
evening ended with gift exchanges and an appearance from
Santa Claus.
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BLIA YAD London
Christmas Party

In conjunction with imminent Christmas celebration, BLIA
YAD London organised a Christmas party on 23rd December
2017, which attracted about 30 youths to join the fun. This

is an annual tradition of London YAD which started since
2004, whereby the first British style Christmas party was held
to welcome a group of venerables from different parts of
Europe. The Christmas party had since become an annual
tradition.

The Christmas party this year which started at 5.30 p.m. was
held with potluck style. Everyone who attended the party
prepared a dish to be shared with others. A group of YAD
members had prepared a musical performance for the party.
There were also Buddhist quiz games and gift exchange
session during the party.
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Chinese New Year
Spring Clean

On 13th January, around 50 volunteers gathered at London
Fo Guang Shan to spring clean every corner of the temple, in
preparation for the new year. Each BLIA Sub-chapter and YAD
were allocated different floors in the 4-storey building. Adults,
youth and children happily enjoyed giving the temple a good
clean. After the big spring clean, everyone also helped to

put up Chinese New Year lanterns and decorations, ready to
bring in the Year of the Dog.

London Fo Guang Shan Activities Report
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Collaboration between
the British Library and
Fo Guang Shan

On 16th Jan 2018, Venerable Ru Chang, Director of the
Buddha Museum, and Kristian Jensen, Head of Collections
and Curation at the British Library, signed a three-year
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU). The MoU includes
exhibition exchange, skills and knowledge exchange on
collections, cataloguing, digitisation, and learning website.
In June 2017, a Fo Guang Shan delegation visited the British
Library to present them with the English and Chinese
editions of the Encyclopedia of Buddhist Arts as well as the
Fo Guang Dictionary of Buddhism - Revised Edition. Later in
September, the British Museum proposed the MoU, and was
finalised and signed this January. Both parties hope that this
partnership would bring long-term benefits and contribute
to the preservation and promotion of Buddhist archives and
collections.

Discovering Sacred Texts is one of the upcoming important
projects in the collaboration. Through this website, one will
be able to turn the pages of sacred Buddhist texts and learn
more about the texts interpreted by Venerables of Fo Guang
Shan. This project aims to contribute to global conversation
around religions and enhance the connections between the
young generation and faiths of the world.
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BLIA YAD President
Introduces Chinese
Collections in British
Museum

On 28th January, BLIA YAD London organised a talk about
Chinese culture and arts at London Fo Guang Shan Temple.
The title of the talk was "Understanding the Chinese
Collections in British Museum”. This event was attended by
Venerable Miao Shiang (abbess of London Fo Guang Shan
temple), Venerable Chueh Yun, Venerable Miao Lung, Helen
Ni and 20 other BLIA and YAD members.

The speaker of the talk, Dong Long Zhang is the president of
YAD. He is well versed in ancient Chinese artifacts, especially
those exhibited in the British Museum. The talk which lasted
for about an hour was interesting and interactive. Among
these Chinese artifacts, many are Chinese Buddhist artifacts
as well, such as the Amitabha Buddha statue near the
entrance of the Chinese collection gallery.

Shan Activities Report
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London Fo Guang Shan
Visits Chinatown to
Bring Chinese New Year
Blessings

Throughout the years, London Fo Guang Shan has built and
maintained a good relationship with many of the businesses
in Chinatown. Every year, as Chinese New Year approaches,
Venerables and representatives of the temple and BLIA visit
Chinatown to bring blessing and well-wishes for the New
Year. On 12th February 2018, members of the temple visited
these restaurants and businesses and gifted them with the
Master Hsing Yun's Chinese New Year "A Family Legacy of
Loyalty and Honor" calligraphy poster; and thanked the
restaurants for providing donations of food and refreshments,
and also the hair salons for providing a hair and make-up
service for the temple's annual Buddha's Birthday event.
The Venerables thanked the businesses for their support
throughout the year and wished them happiness, fortune
and good health for the coming year.
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Chinese New Year
Celebrations

In conjunction with Chinese New Year celebration, London
Fo Guang Shan organised a series of activity to celebrate this
festival from New Year's Eve on the 15th February 2018. The
temple was fully decorated and the atmosphere was festive,
attracting both locals and tourists to celebrate the New Year.

On New Years Eve, more than 600 people visited the temple
to bid farewell to the outgoing year. Attendees also joined
Fo Guang Shan's temples across Europe to listen to the talk
by Fo Guang Shan Overseas Supervisory Council, Venerable
Man Chien via video conference.

The first day of the New Year was crowded with more

than 300 devotees in the main shrine to join the New Year
Service. During the service, devotees also sent wishes and

blessing to our Master Hsing Yun and Venerable Hsing Bao,
head abbot of Fo Guang Shan in Taiwan.

Throughout the days of celebration, various cultural activities
were held which includes One Stroke Calligraphy Exhibition,
Tea Ceremony, Sutra, Copying, Vegetarian Food Fair and
Buddhist Artifacts Bazaar. The temple was full of people,

but volunteers were happily providing help to the visitors.
The new year celebration in the temple has always allowed
overseas Chinese to celebrate this festive season together,
with a feeling of home.
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Chinese New Year - A
Cultural Festival

With the aim of upholding Master Hsing Yun's concept of
"Propagating Dharma through Culture”, London Fo Guang
Shan organised various activities to celebrate Chinese New
Year yearly. The aim is to allow locals and overseas Chinese
to feel and celebrate this festive season together through
cultural performance and activities.

On the first and third day of new year, various activities were
held, including the Lion dance performance which attracted
hundreds of people, an exhibition of Master Hsing Yun's One
Stroke Calligraphy of the Ten Cultivation as well as a Tea
Ceremony by the Bodhi Garden children.

On the second day of new year, a talk entitled * Chan and
Music” was held in the Meditation Hall. Dr Hwee-Shan

Tan, associate lecturer in Ethnomusicology at Goldsmiths
College and Dr Cheng Yu, a teacher of Gugin at SOAS,
University of London were invited to give the talk along with
performances. During the session, they both expressed their
view towards the influence of Buddhism towards Chinese
culture. Dr Tan thinks that the influence of Buddhism is
shapeless yet strong and deep into the Chinese culture.

Venerable Cheh Yun also expressed her view, which states
that Chan and Music is similar to Chan and Tea, showing
Buddhist concepts blending into the life of the Chinese. It
is not expressed externally, but a reflexion of ourselves, a
practice of communicating with our mind.

RBAGFL TIERE
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Lantern Festival &
Volunteers Tea Party

A Lantern Festival & Volunteers Tea Party was organized

r by London Fo Guang Shan on the 4th March, to mark
the end of the 2018 Chinese New Year celebration. The
main purpose of this event was to acknowledge the hard
work of all Fo Guang volunteers during Chinese New Year
celebration.

Delicious vegetarian snacks were served, as attendees
enjoyed fantastic performances and played fun games
during the afternoon. On behalf of London Fo Guang Shan,
Venerable Chuen Yun took this opportunity to express her
gratitude to all volunteers who worked seamlessly together
during Chinese New Year.

London Fo Guang Shan Activities Report
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Visit from Stevenage and
Knebworth Arts Group

On 5th March 2018, 28 people from the Stevenage and
Knebworth Arts Group visited London Fo Guang Shan
Temple to learn more about the building and the temple.
The visit began with an introduction to the history of the
area, and the style of the building by Historic Environment
Consultant Esther Robinson Wild. Afterwards, Esther
took the group to the front of the building to see the
architecture in more details and also see the similarities
with All Saints Church opposite. The group listened
attentively and proactively asked questions.

The group were then led on a guided tour around the
temple, looking at the inside architecture and also learning
about the activities organised by the temple and the
concepts of Humanistic Buddhism. On arrival in the main
shrine, Roxanna Pang introduced to everyone about the
fundamental ideas in Buddhism and also the different
buddhas and buddhist instruments in the shrine. The
group expressed that they were fascinated by the beautiful
architecture and very happy that London Fo Guang Shan
are continuing to utilise the building to promote cultural
and educational activities.

London Fo Guang Shan Activities Report
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Mother’s Day Celebration

On 11th March 2018, the UK celebrated Mother's Day to
show appreciation and gratitude towards mothers. London
Fo Guang Shan held a special event for this meaningful day
after the reqular Sunday service to appreciate the sacrifices
that mothers make and as a reminder for all to be filial. The
BLIA YAD members and Bodhi Garden children expressed
their wishes and presented their handmade gifts to every
mother who joined the session.

Venerable Chueh Yun also shared a story to remind everyone
that every mum is a living Guanyin Bodhisattva. They making
everything in our life happen, giving us the best and never
give up. Therefore, we should always be grateful to our
mumes, treat them with respect, and appreciate them.
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Faith In Tune - At British
Museum

On 25th March, Venerable Chueh Yun led more than 60
BLIA, YAD and Bodhi Garden members to participate in the
"Faith in Tune” activity held at the British Museum. This event
is an interfaith music festival and London Fo Guang Shan
joined the event with the objective of promoting Humanistic
Buddhism through music. Representatives from 15 different
religions with more than 30 performances were included in
this"Faith in Tune” music festival.

Venerable Chueh Yun led the Buddhist choir to perform
"Who is chanting Namo?” The performance was
accompanied by a Dun Huang Dance, choreographed by
dance teacher Jenny Wang. The second performance was
the dance titled "Open Your Heart” by YAD members and
Bodhi Garden studentes. Participants for the performances
were aged from 2 to 75 years old, which had demonstrates
the passing down of Buddhism to the younger generation.
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2018 BLIA CUP
Indoor Sports Day

On 28th April 2018, BLIA Sub-chapter 2 organised the first
sports day for the annual BLIA Cup. More than 70 members
from BLIA, YAD and Bodhi Garden participated in this event.
It was great honour to have the Chieh Abbess of Fo Guang
Shan Europe, Venerable Man Chien to conduct the opening
ceremony.

The aim of this event is to promote an active lifestyle,
strengthen bonds between members, cultivate team spirit as
well as to practice Humanistic Buddhism. This annual sports
event comprises of 4 different event days which are indoor
sports, outdoor sports, charity run and EA games. During the
first session, various indoor activities were carried out such as
badminton, table tennis and basketball.

BLIA, YAD and Bodhi Garden formed teams to compete
against each other. Everyone tried their very best on court
and showed a great team spirit with energetic cheering
supporting the teams. At the end of this session, Bodhi
Garden was crowned as the overall champion for the first
sports day of 2018.

|-
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Buddha's Birthday
Celebration

On 12th May 2018, London Fo Guang Shan held the
Buddha's Birthday Celebration in Leicester Square Gardens,
an annual event listed in the Westminster City Council's
calendar. The morning started with a colourful parade
around Chinatown which was joined by The Lord Mayor of
Westminster, Councillor lan Adams, representatives from the
Taipei Representative Office in the UK, Mr. David Lin and his
wife, Jon Dal Din of Westminster Interfaith, and many other
distinguished guests.

After the parade, Deputy Abbess of Fo Guang Shan Europe,
Ven. Jue Rong led the congregation into a chanting service
and prayer for World Peace. Ven. Jue Rong then led the
guests to bathe the Baby Buddha. The Temple also arranged
a variety of cultural activities for the public to enjoy such

as: Tea Ceremony, Chinese calligraphy, Buddhist souvenirs,
baby and student blessing ceremony. In addition to all of this,
members of the BLIA, YAD & Bodhi Garden put together a
series of performances with the highlight being the self-
directed musical “Life of the Buddha". To show our unity, the
three generations of London Fo Guang Shan came together
to perform the song "Open Your Heart” which attracted a
large audience.

London Fo Guang Shan Activities Report
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London Fo Guang Shan
Open Day

On 13th May 2018, London Fo Guang Shan organised an
open day in conjunction with the celebration of the Buddha's
Birthday. The event started at 10am with more than 300
visitors throughout the day. Many attendees were surprised
that Fo Guang Shan is here in London and not only within
Taiwan.

Visitors were led by volunteers to bathe the Buddha, offer
incense and pay respect to the Buddha. On top of these,
various activities were carried out during the day such as One
Stroke Calligraphy Exhibition, Tea Ceremony, Multicultural
Vegetarian Food Fair, Copying the Sutra as well as song and
dance performances which greatly impressed the visitors.
The day ended after the evening chanting service, where
Venerable Chueh Yun thanked all volunteers contributed to
making this event a success.
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International Vegetarian
Food Fair

On 13th May, London Fo Guang Shan hosted an open day
to celebrate the birth of Buddha. The event featured a series
of activities, one of which was the International Vegetarian
Food Fair, organised by members of BLIA London which has
attracting nearly 300 people. The culinary extravaganza of
international cuisines was a feast for all the senses, a mouth-
watering affair amidst the lively celebrations.

Every year, the Buddha's Birthday Celebration coincides with
the National Vegetarian Week in the UK. The food fair is a
good platform for the Temple to promote Ven Master Hsing
Yun's mission of saving the environment through a healthy
vegetarian lifestyle.

Aside from the food fair, visitors also had the chance to
partake in Master Hsing Yun's one-word calligraphy exhibit,
sutra transcription and other performances and activities that
altogether made the event a meaningful one.
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Participating in the British
and Chinese Tea Culture
Art Festival

The first British and Chinese Tea Culture Art Festival spanned
from 18th June to 2nd July 2018. A press conference for
the British and Chinese Tea Culture Art Festival was held

on 18th May at the House of Phoenix to invite the press to
witness this collaboration between local organisations for
this event. A memorandum of understanding was signed
between London Fo Guang Shan and the UK Chinese Dance
and Culture Association to confirm the organisation of the
Tea & Chan Ceremony on 23rd June 2018. Venerable Man
Chien, who is the director of the Fo Guang Shan Overseas
Executive Council, was also interviewed by the press. During
her interview, she expressed her hope that tea culture can
bring out the values of Buddhism such as equality, respect,
tolerance, joy and harmony to the world.
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Tea and Chan Ceremony
at the House of Commons

On the 18th of May, London Fo Guang Shan organised a
special Tea and Chan Ceremony at the House of Commons
to celebrate the Buddha's Birthday. About 50 prominent
individuals from all walks of life in the diverse British society
participated in this event. These included religious leaders,
police officers, officers from Ministry of Education as well as
artists.

The Tea Ceremony was led by Fo Guang Shan Overseas
International Supervisory Council Ven. Man Chien, and Youth
Lecturer Roxanna Pang. The ceremony included guided
meditation, introduction to tea and performances of the
seven-string Chinese zither and Dun Huang dance. The
holistic experience encouraged everyone to forget their
worries, live in the moment and to fully appreciate the cup
of tea and enjoy the brewing process. Participants were

also briefed about the story behind Master Hsing Yun's One
Stroke Calligraphy. At the end of the Tea Ceremony, guests
were invited to join the Buddha bathing ceremony and enjoy
vegetarian refreshments prepared by the temple.. The event
received positive feedbacks from the attendees.
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be filial to their parents, Bodhi Garden especially arranged an
arts and crafts class to make medals for their fathers. Final
year architecture student Lee Fang taught the students to
make medals from golden paper plates. Each child designed
their medal according to the likes of their fathers. Many of
the students put a big Number 1 on their medals to express
the importance of their fathers in their lives.
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British and Chinese Tea
Culture Art Festival Award
Ceremony

To mark 90 years since the Representation of the People
(Equal Franchise) Act became law, UK Parliament launched
EqualiTeas, inviting organisations across UK to celebrate this
historic moment by throwing a tea event. UK Chinese Dance
and Cultural Association hosted British and Chinese Tea
Culture Art Festival with a series of events. Their first event
was jointly organised with London Fo Guang Shan Temple,
holding a Tea and Zen ceremony at the temple.

On 20th June 2018, London Fo Guang Shan was invited

to attend the Award Ceremony, in recognition of the
contributions towards making the festival a big success.

Ms. Zhang Yuxia, chair of the festival thanked London Fo
Guang Shan for holding the Tea And Zen Ceremony. In her
speech, she said the Tea and Chan Ceremony combined
tea and meditation, which gave her warmth and peace, and
also a meditative and spiritual experience. She hopes to
continue working with London Fo Guang Shan in the future
to promote Chinese culture.
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Tea and Chan Ceremony -
China UK Tea Culture and
Art Festival

London Fo Guang Shan organised a special "Every Day is a
Good Day - Tea & Chan Ceremony” on the 23rd June 2018,
in conjunction with the first China UK Tea Culture and Art
Festival. The festival is a collaboration with the UK Parliament,
UK Chinese Dance & Culture Association and UCEACPA (UK-
China Economics and Cultural Promotion Association).

More than 40 people joined the ceremony to start on a
holistic experience of Chan, Tea, One-Stroke Calligraphy
appreciation and cultural performances. The ceremony
started at 3 pm with a melodious Gugin performance by
Dr Cheng Yu. It was a quiet and peaceful atmosphere
with Venerable Cheh Yun and Roxanna Pang leading the
ceremony and guiding the participants to relax, appreciate
moments while enjoying tea, music and dance.
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School Students learn
about Humanistic
Buddhism through Visit to
London Fo Guang Shan

On the 10th July 2017, 120 Year 9 students and 10 teachers
from St. Olave's Grammar School in Kent visited London Fo
Guang Shan. The group was led by Andrew Lake, Head of
Religious Education. The visit introduced the students to the
history of London Fo Guang Shan, the role of the temple in
the society, the core idea of Buddhism and the Three Good
Deeds promoted by Master Hsing Yun.

On the same day, Head of Religious Education of Greenhead
College, lan Kennedy led a group of 40 A-level students to
visit the temple. These students have selected Buddhism

as their elective religious studies in school and will also be
visiting various Buddhist temples around the country, in
order to have a better understanding of the different schools
of Buddhism. Venerable Chueh Yun led the guided temple
tour and conducted a two-hour class covering various
topics such as the basic teachings of the Buddha, Buddhist
etiquettes and the Four Givings promoted by Master Hsing
Yun.
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Visit from Buddhist
Chaplain of University of
Westminster

On Tuesday 11th July 2017, Don de Silva who has recently
been appointed Buddhist Chaplain for University of
Westminster came to London Fo Guang Shan Temple to
pay respect to the Buddha and meet with Abbess Ven. Miao
Shiang.

Don de Silva admires Ven Master Hsing Yun's concept of
promoting Humanistic Buddhism. He truly believes that
Buddhist teachings hold the key to promoting communal
peace, tolerance, and understanding. He was delighted to
hear from Ven Miao Shiang that President Xi Jinping has
openly admitted that he has read all the books written by
Ven. Master's Hsing Yun. He praised Ven. Master Hsing
Yun for working so hard in promoting a better Cross-Strait
between China and Taiwan.

Don de Silva felt that there is an increase in the Chinese
population in UK and it is important that London Fo Guang
Shan reaches out to the communities outside the temple
in promoting Humanistic Buddhism. Ven Miao Shiang
presented Ven Master Hsing Yun's book on Humanistic
Buddhism — Holding True to the Original Intents of Buddha
to Don de Silva.
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Attending SACRE Meeting
and Prize Giving

London Fo Guang Shan participated in the quarterly meeting
held by SACRE which is a committee formed by 5 religious
organisations. As the Buddhist representative of the city

of Westminster, Venerable Chueh Yun participated in the
meeting and discussed the role of Religious studies in the
current UK curriculum and possible improvements that can
be applied. Additionally, Venerable Chueh Yun and BLIA
London Subchapter Advisor Marcus Chan , participated in
the award ceremony of the most visited religious location in
Newham district on 12th July and awarded the students for
their poetry and artwork.
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2017 Westminster Art
Competition

Due to the outstanding performance of the Bodhi Garden
children in the annual Westminster art competition, members
of London Fo Guang Shan was honoured to attend the
award ceremony held at the Mayor of Westminster's Office.
Accompanied by the Venerable and devotees in London FGS,
the four awarded children and their parents had a chance

to come to the ceremony. On the ceremony, the artworks
done by the Bodhi Garden children were highly praised by
the Councillor Ruth for applying what they have learnt from
their religion to daily life.

Their drawings also fully expressed the theme ‘being alone’.
Some of the Bodhi Garden children drew themselves
meditating under a tree in a park. Some of them drew world
peace, fluffy toys and so on. The creativity of these kids
definitely impressed the Mayor and all the devotees. More
importantly, they showed the city of London the concept
of religion and the benefits that Buddhism can bring to the
world.
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Students of Manor
Primary School Visit
London Fo Guang Shan

On the 19th of July 2017, 7 students who learns Chinese
from the Charlton Manor Primary School visited London Fo
Guang Shan, accompanied by 2 teachers. Venerable Chueh
Yun guided the students through a cultural experience.

The Venerable introduced the students to the architecture of
the Buddhist temple, and the 4 objectives of Fo Guang Shan
which are education, culture, charity and cultivation. As it
was time for noon prayers during the visit, the Venerable also
introduced the Dharma instruments, Buddhist chanting, the
concept of equality in Buddhism and the idea of performing
Three Good Deeds in our daily life.
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Humanistic Buddhism
Study Group - Preparing
for the Buddhist Exam

BLIA Subchapter 3 organised a reading group to prepare

for the second Buddhist Exam. BLIA London Advisor Helen
Ni assisted more than ten BLIA members from different
subchapters to go through the relevant chapters and
understand Buddhist terms and ideas. This revision reading
group focused on the Bodhi mind and how to develop

the Bodhi mind. Helen mentioned that helping others and
speaking good words to others are crucial ideas in Master
Hsing Yun's philosophy of four givings. Advisor Helen and the
ten BLIA members benefited from the two-hour session and
were confident for the coming test in two weeks.
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Training for BLIA Ushers

On 23rd July, BLIA Advisor CuiYun Hu gave a training class
on the demeanour of a Buddha's Light usher. More than
twenty BLIA members attended the class. Advisor Hu split the
class into three sections. The first section talked about how
and when to properly wear the Haiging robe. The second
and third section mentioned the details of wearing the yellow
BLIA vest and cheongsam.

In the class, all members learned a lot from the positive
attitude of being an usher and the importance of make-

up and good-sleep which can be related to the usher’s
performance on the day. The one-hour class helped to raise
awareness of the importance of dignified demeanour.
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Bodhi Garden’s Got Talent

On July 23rd, Bodhi Garden held a talent show to let all the
students to have some fun and also to show off their talents
in the last Bodhi Garden class of this academic year. The
talent show aimed not only to open up the students’ creative
minds, but also to promote Master Hsing Yun's collective-
work ethic. Among the 11 performances, included violin
solo, dancing, piano performance, magic and also group
singing. The judges were BLIA President and Vice President
and professional dancer Jenny Wang to give advice to the
performers in order to motivate the students to improve on
their talents. Bodhi Garden teacher Roxanna Pang ended the
talent show by wishing all the students a great holiday and
reminded them to always keep on improving themselves
even throughout the summer holiday.
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BLIA London Committee
Member’'s Seminar —
Building a Pure Land on
Earth Together

On 30th July, the BLIA London Committee Member’s
Seminar was held in London Fo Guang Shan library.
Twenty—seven Buddha’s Light members attended the
seminar, together with the advisor venerables, who
are Venerable Miao Shiang, Venerable Chueh Yun and
Venerable Miao Yuen.

A series of lecture and sharing sessions were carried

out throughout the seminar, which was divided into two
main parts. In the first part, experienced members as well
as executive members from BLIA London were invited

to share their spiritual journeys and personal stories.

In the second part, a session on activity planning and
execution was held to further hone the attendees’ event
management skills.

London Fo Guang Shan Activities Report
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Day Trip to Woburn
Safari Park

On 29th July, Bodhi Garden organised a trip to Woburn Safari
Park. Ven. Miao Shiang, Ven. Miao Yuen and teacher Roxy led
a group of over 50 adults and children to get close to nature
and see the animals from a close distance.

On the coach journey there, Ven Miao Shiang led the
morning chanting service which included the Prayer for
Travelling by Venerable Master. The Abbess reminded
everyone that we should appreciate every outing as it is an
opportunity to broaden our horizons and whilst having fun
is important, it is also crucial that we take it as a learning
experience too.

During the visit the children got to see many rare animals and
even got to watch an elephant and seal show. The children
enjoyed being able to touch some of the animals and during
the reflection session, many of the children shared what

they noticed about the unique characteristics of the different
animals. Student Isaac shared with everyone that he liked
the monkeys the most and felt his own personality is much
like the monkey as they are both very cheeky.

The trip was full of fun,joy and laughter. The kids were
grateful to have this valuable experience in getting to know
more about animals.

57

London Fo Guang Shan Activities Report



8E

Education

-+ o
=RE/NETE
= 1€ 1B/ VS B

y / —

e ANE Pk
A4 F217
HENSEHEEEER, SEENZEREUERBENEERSR,;
RIEEHRBNEBAREMEHBLILFZ1T - BRFEMMMFES
HFRAMEFFLKEEER, WS HENSRIREZMAME L
F - HEUHBIAR(EIS AR B2 BB TS, t1I4-125%

NWERFERFEXBENOERMBLE - BEUURRRET;
ERF TSR TAF, [EHEASERFRRIE RN ERAES

—BEEMERILZITBEZEZE, NERMAANES
MBS B, W28 T M SRR E: MRERS, 278
BEM, BNBRARECSE, BME, BNESS - K5k
3RS, EYIERRSS, A/ EEERNT, BT T
PIEMREANXE - BRE—ORANRENYFEMEET,
BT EFEIER < NERFMEZUFEMER
iE e —TAERE T B E RTINS AE!

KEBARIF BB EREEMARRENE; ETABL TEE, B
KKIGHERRR N EEFIE RED - MARARERIFD, REEE

MER, NERFACATIEERD - 8BRER, B/, ME

EAEEZAREFEMMBHMER, ZEEE VBBNHE T

TEFNERRE - MSRER, NEREMAMEEESRE

BISRINEE - thIREENEFREARINEKIEIER -

AEHR=AUNSE, £ ETTHBEROIMUT EXEXR, Ri9
RREREEAY KRB th BB EE IR IS B 2R 7 EEFRAVAER - FUET
HIERE BRI KEBARAREE L th R IEEMEK -

ERE/NEEMAhZSEAMECILTRERENB T RS
NTN\BEFEEUEEEEREHEMBAEAZR (FI0)
M (%5) MEHTF, MIENARES - KA AN
BRDEREFRE: SMAEEZ VR, ERERT 2/
EEMEE2ENERBENSEE, EthERIBHERE LD
BERREENAE -

HTNEREMABHANZITERRSR, KBAMNY AR
ERICZPMZERZFFILR, ARG, KECUNAAE
EREN, BERMBAIMEAICLNESE - Y1EEmw N\ EEM2
Bt TENEBENLBE, BREFRKMEROEERARE
ZatE o N EEMANHGEZBRBEILFETNBOMEREE
AR, FRahH T b ©

IR CERBEERIR, —BRBTRTER, AR5
RIK © B 7 RESAM G EISRE YA, €
A NVETEFIE ORI T B R 4aKEBAM, WA EE
& - NBthZWHZEMNER, ERENEEMEH T —5BH
SRR MEYHAMESL - BERARE TEE, RIEND
BUFERES, MM EEERERAORILE - BRI ARG EEAM
XEHZERIEE,; AL, AE W EEARICEBENERS
IVREARD - NETEFIT IR IR, BB —EERAOES, R
IEERE - RIS ERERA!

KBERERERE, tAEMME L Zike/ N EREMNS
RIERER - thEIARMERLRSHHTH - BEILEF
MRKEBIERTR LIS W AR, thIFE BB HE R
HICILFRIESE - BUtREBMGIILTFEZTEIBRIERF -
IEfmEEER!

58
RBEGFL TERE



59

Bodhi Garden Students
Visit Berlin Fo Guang Shan

During the 2017 summer holiday, seven Bodhi Garden
students and their parents and teacher Roxanna Pang were
led by abbess of Ven. Miao Shiang to visit the Fo Guang Shan
temple in Berlin. As the students are aware that the Berlin
temple will soon be reconstructed, they wanted to visit the
current temple in order to be able to see the transformation
when the new temple is built.

Director of Berlin Fo Guang Shan Ven. Yong Chao welcomed
the children and the parents to Berlin. Ven. Miao Shiang gave
a guided tour of the temple, and also taught the children
about the history of Fo Guang Shan in Germany and the
visions of Master Hsing Yun.

The trip was very fruitful for everyone, as they not only had
the opportunity to tour around Berlin, but also to learn about
how Humanistic Buddhism is propagated in other parts of
Europe.

London Fo Guang Shan Activities Report
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First Mindfulness
Workshop at Lloyds
Banking Group — Sutra
Calligraphy

London Fo Guang Shan was invited by Lloyds Banking Group
to conduct three sessions of mindfulness workshops for
three consecutive weeks. The first session was held on the
1st of August.

The workshop was held during the lunch break for a period
of 30 minutes. About 10 employers of Lloyds Banking Group
took part in the workshop. Through sutra calligraphy, they
cultivated mindfulness. Even though they were strangers to
Chinese characters, the participants were joyful and inspired
by the writing practice. Positive feedbacks were received for
this stress-relieving workshop.
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Buddhist Examination -
Establishing Right Views
and Right Understanding

The second Buddhist exam was held on 6th August. Around
30 people participated and were divided into Chinese and
English groups. Before the exam, BLIA advisor Helen Ni

and Director of London Fo Guang Shan Temple Venerable
Chueh Yun helped all the participants to revise the important
Buddhist terms and knowledge that might appear in the
exam.

After the exam, everyone was divided into a group of 3 to
look at the questions they might not be able to answer and
solved the confusion together. Most of the participants
attained satisfying results, but more crucially, the test clarified
the confusions that everyone encountered and helped
everyone to understand more Buddhist concepts .
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Second Mindfulness
Workshop at Lloyds
Banking Group —

Meditation Practice

The second mindfulness workshop conducted by London
Fo Guang Shan at Lloyds Banking Group was held on the 9th
of August. Throughout 30 minutes of the workshop which
was held during the lunch break, about 10 participants had
experienced peace through Buddhist meditation practice.

In the first ten minutes, Venerable Chueh Yun guided the
workshop participants through a series of Chan exercises.
After that, the participants practised sitting meditation. Even
though the workshop was short, it was a good relief for a
stressful mind.
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Third Mindfulness
Workshop at Lloyds
Banking Group — Tea
Meditation

After the previous two sessions on sutra calligraphy and
meditation practice, London Fo Guang Shan conducted the
last mindfulness workshop at Lloyds Banking Group on the
15th of August.

About 10 employees of Lloyds Banking Group took part in
this workshop which lasted for 30 minutes. Firstly, Roxanna
Pang explained the meaning behind tea meditation. Then,
the participants practiced tea meditation by anchoring
themselves in the present moment using all five senses.
Although the series of mindfulness workshops had marked its
end, the Lloyds Banking Group is considering inviting London
Fo Guang Shan to conduct similar workshops in the future.
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Bodhi Garden Students
Visit Chocolate Museum

FOLKLORE

Before the end of the summer break, about 30 students from
Bodhi Garden visited the Chocolate Museum in Brixton on
the 25th of August. The trip was led by Abbess of London Fo
Guang Shan temple, Venerable Miao Shiang, and teacher
Roxanna Pang.

The students were guided by two facilitators of the
Chocolate Museum, Tomas and Maria. Together, they learnt
iy about how chocolate is made and tasted different types of
; é cocoa fruits from different countries. They were also given
' the opportunity to join a chocolate making workshop as they

ﬁ;‘&%;& @ ‘E 9bg&% experienced making chocolate on their own.
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Meditation Classes for
Children - Tea Meditation

The term for the meditation class for home educated
children started on 6th September. Accompanied by their
parents, 7 children with ages ranged from 6 to 12 years
attended the class which was guided by teacher Roxy. Firstly,
the group of children practised a brief sitting meditation to
calm down the mind. Then, they were introduced to tea
meditation and learnt how to set up for tea meditation.

As they were learning the steps of brewing tea, they were
reminded to practise mindfulness by paying attention to
every small step throughout the process. The children also
had a chance of serving the tea they made to their peers and
parents.
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Fourth Term of Fa Hua
Buddhist College Starts

With the incoming of the Autumn term, the fourth FaHua
Buddhist class officially started on 29th September. On the
first night of the first weekend, students calmed themselves
from the busy weekdays by doing some sutra calligraphy.
Apart from chanting, the classes included history of
Buddhism and Buddhist etiquette. Head Abbess of Fo Guang
Shan Europe, Venerable Man Chien also gave students a
class on The Aspiration of Samantabhadra and encouraged
all students to both learn and practice Buddhism. Students
learned so much from the short 3-day class and recharged
their energy for the coming week.
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Bodhi Garden learns song
“A Life of Gratitude”

The adorable children of London Fo Guang Shan Bodhi
Garden practiced and performed the song ‘A Life of Gratitude’
to perform to all the visitors of the Mid-Autumn Festival. Long
before the event, all the children from Bodhi Garden were
practicing really diligently in order to express the gratitude
written in the lyrics of the song. Most of the students are
born in England and therefore do not have a very good
understanding of the Chinese lyrics, hence teacher Roxy
went through line by line to explain the words and meaning
of the lyrics written by Ven. Master Hsing Yun. After fully
understanding, the students were then able to choreograph
the actions to go with the song.

The performance was full of not only gratitude, but also
creativity. Two skilful Bodhi Garden children played the
background music with their violins. The children performed
wholeheartedly, singing and dancing in order to express
their gratitudes towards all Venerables and devotees. Their
impressive performance touched the audience and received
warm applause from the crowd.
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An Evening with the
Buddha - London Fo
Guang Shan Visited VGA
Museum

On the evening of 6th October, the temple supervisor

of London Fo Guang Shan, Venerable Chueh Yun, led a
group of Buddhists to visit V&A Museum. The purpose of
this visit was to learn about Buddhist art. The temple had
invited Miss Shao Zi Yi as the tour guide for this visit. She is
a postgraduate student from SOAS who specializes in the
history of religious arts.

The group viewed a plethora of Buddhist sculptures and
statues, which were built and finished in different eras and
countries. Through the development of Buddhist arts, the
history of Buddhism could be traced back by combining the
understanding of religion, history, arts and technology.
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Bodhi Garden Students
Increase Buddhist
Knowledge

On Sunday 8th October, teacher Roxy gave all the Bodhi
Garden children an interesting class on Buddhist terminology
and knowledge by the implication of numbers. In the class,
the students were asked to note down all the Buddhist terms
that they knew related to the numbers 1 to 12. This proved

to not even be a challenge for students. Teacher Roxy then
went through and explained the meaning of each term.

Teacher Roxy also played a video to teach all the Bodhi
Garden children the importance of cherishing what we have.
When asked who have helped them this morning to come
to the temple, all Bodhi Garden children listed lots of people
and even the train driver. This class has revised the Buddhist
Knowledge the children have learned and also taught them
new attitudes towards life.
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Third Buddhist Exam

The third Buddhist exam for 2017 was held on 12th
November. This exam was based on the last three chapters
of the book Humanistic Buddhism - Holding True to the
Original Intents of Buddha. Venerable Chueh Yun explained
that this exam was aimed to motivate all volunteers and
devotees to apply Buddhism to daily life and live life with
wisdom.
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Bodhi Garden Learn about
Medicine Buddha through
Drama

Medicine Buddha is known for healing and is one of the
greatest buddhas. In order to teach the Bodhi Garden
children the spirit of the Medicine Buddha, teacher Roxy
asked the children to perform a drama on the story of
Medicine Buddha to celebrate the birthday of Medicine
Buddha. Creatively, all the children made the story really
interesting but also emotional in expressing Medicine
Buddha's compassion and will to help the human world.
The children were also taught about the twelve vows of the
Medicine Buddha.

In order to celebrate the Medicine Buddha's birthday, London
Fo Guang SHan also held a special chanting service. Bodhi
Garden students also participated in the service and chanted
the Medicine Mantra 08 times to dedicate merits to family
and friends.
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A Journey to India -
London BLIA Sub-Chapter
One Appreciates Buddhist
Arts and Cultures

The Science Museum located in central London held an
Indian exhibition from October 2017 to March 2018. In order
to appreciate Buddhist arts and cultures, BLIA London Sub-
Chapter One organized a trip to visit this exhibition on 21st
November.

Twenty BLIA members participated in this visit. The group
was tour guided by David Inman, a volunteer of Science
Museum. One of the amazing Buddhist art piece exhibited
was a Buddha statue which dated back to 1100 B.C. The
visitors from BLIA were amazed and learnt a lot from this visit.

London Fo Guang Shan Activities Report
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BLIA YAD Lecturer Shares
Experience after Visiting
Fo Guang Shan

BLIA YAD Lecturer Roxanna Pang spent nearly three weeks at
the Fo Guang Shan Headquarters in November 2017. During
her time there, she assisted with the interpretation for the
University Presidents Forum and also attended the Fo Guang
Dictionary Translation Training. After her return to London,
BLIA Subchapter 1 invited Roxanna to give a talk on her
experiences at the headquarters.

Roxanna shared with everyone about the wonderful and
unique experience of being able to attend a variety of
events, and to be able to see Fo Guang Shan from a different
perspective. She shared stories about how she was able to
learn from the experienced volunteers at headquarters and
also how to organise such an international event like the
University Presidents Forum. She encouraged everyone to
visit Fo Guang Shan and reminded everyone to not only see
the beauty of the monastery but also to feel and experience
the compassion and wisdom of the Master Hsing Yun. She
highlighted the characteristics of each of the Triple Gem
Mountains and explained that she thoroughly enjoyed and
appreciated every moment. She expressed her gratitude

to the Centre of International Affairs at the Dharma Gem
mountain for giving her the opportunity to be a part of each
event. She concluded by saying that she is forever grateful to
Fo Guang Shan for making her life so much more valuable.
After the wonderful sharing, many members of the audience
were deeply inspired and also took the opportunity to share
their stories on how Fo Guang Shan has impacted their lives.
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BLIA London AGM and
Election of New Board of
Directors

BLIA London held its Annual General Meeting and Election
of New Board of Directors on 10th Dec 2017 with over 60
members. In his speech, President Alex Lee informed the
members about the estimated costs in the upcoming roof
refurbishment project. This is only the beginning as the
project which will last for a few years.

During the meeting, the Secretary read out resolutions from
the 2017 BLIA World Executive Conference held in Fo Guang
Shan, Hsing Ma Temple in Malaysia. The proposed activities
for 2018 were discussed and formerly approved by members.
Members voted to appoint 15 Board of Directors and
re-elected Alex Lee as President. Venerable Miao Shiang
congratulated the newly elected Board of Directors and
highlighted the direction and focus of London Fo Guang
Shan in the coming year. She hopes that all members will
corporate and work together in promoting Humanistic
Buddhism in UK.
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Gingerbread Baking Class

On a snowy 10th December, Bodhi Garden children were

all excited to come to the temple for their baking class,
learning to make gingerbread men. The class was arranged
by BLIA member Moi Ling as eating gingerbread is a tradition
during the festive season. In the class, all the ingredients
were mixed, shaped, and baked by the Bodhi Garden
children themselves. All Bodhi Garden children presented the
delicious gingerbread to Abbess Venerable Miao Shiang to
show their gratitude. Additionally, Bodhi Garden students also
brought some tins and dry food for the food bank which will
be all sent to homeless people in London. A snowy winter
morning was warmed by both the children’s good deeds and
their gingerbread men.

London Fo Guang Shan Activities Report
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University of Kent
Students Learn about
Humanistic Buddhism

University of Kent Students learn about Humanistic Buddhism
In order to gain a better understanding of Buddhism,
Professor Jonathan Mair arranged for 50 students from
University of Kent to visit London Fo Guang Shan. A variety
of classes and workshops were arranged to allow the
students to understand and experience the teachings of
Humanistic Buddhism.

On arrival, the students were split into three groups to attend
separate workshops, including Buddhist Etiquette by Ven.
Chueh Yun, Introduction to Fo Guang Shan and BLIA by Alex
Lee and Ricky Wong, and Tea Meditation by Roxanna Pang.
After lunch Venerables Miao Yuen and Miao Lung conducted
a short guided meditation session for the students. The

visit ended with a Q&A session with the Abbess, Ven. Miao
Shiang, where students actively raised questions about what
they have learnt, and about Humanistic Buddhism.
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BLIA YAD AGM

The BLIA YAD annual general meeting was held on 23rd
December 2017 in order to review the events held in 2017
and plan for 2018. Both Venerable Chueh Yun and YAD
London President Donglong thanked all the YAD members
for their contribution to both the temple and the spreading
of Humanistic Buddhism in London. In the meeting,
memories of past events were presented in the form of a
video. Plans on future classes focusing on skill developments
and broadening knowledge were discussed. The Annual
General Meeting gathered all the youth to think about how
Humanistic Buddhism can be further spread in UK.

London Fo Guang

Shan Activities Report
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Bodhi Garden Learn About
the Amitabha Buddha
Pureland

After the short Christmas break, Bodhi Garden started the first
class of the Spring term on 7th January 2018. As the temple
was holding a special Amitabha Buddha Dharma Service,
teachers of Bodhi Garden students also took this opportunity
to explain about the Pureland school and Amitabha Buddha's
pure land.

First, teacher Roxy asked the students to draw their own pure
land based on what their ideal world would be. The creative
and imaginative students all drew wonderful images with

all their favourite things, including chips, sweets, animals,
toys etc. Following from this, teacher Roxy then showed
them a video of the Amitabha Buddha's pure land so that

the students could see the similarities and differences. The
children were very impressed with the supreme beauty of the
Amitabha Buddha's Western Pureland and understood the
great compassion of the Amitabha Buddha.

RBEGFL TERE
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Talk on Mind-Only
Philosophy

London Fo Guang Shan Temple invited Venerable ManJi
from FGS HQ to give a talk on the mind-only school of
Buddhism on January 18th. During the talk, Venerable Manji
introduced the mind-only philosophy and emphasised the
importance of the mind and our thoughts. Venerable ManJi
guided everyone to understand how good thoughts can be
beneficial to our daily life. Good deeds, good speech, good
thoughts proposed by Master Hsing Yun is an easier way to
understand mind-only studies.

The talk was participated by devotees, BLIA & YAD members,
and Bodhi Garden children. The very challenging concepts of
the mind-only philosophy interested Bodhi Garden children

a lot during the class. The class made everyone think about
why and how we practice the three acts of goodness.

London Fo Guang Shan Activities Report
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Professor Richard King (45 A2 HBRIENTRRE
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First Humanistic Buddhism
Academic Forum

With the help of Professor Bee Scherer, who is the director
of the INCISE research centre at Canterbury Christ Church
University, the UK's first Humanistic Buddhism Academic
Forum this year was held on 28th January. On the same
day, London Fo Guang Shan Temple made a donation

of the "Encyclopaedia of Buddhist Arts” to the university
library. The ceremony was attended by Ven. Man Chien,
Director of Fo Guang Shan Overseas Supervisory Council,
Ven. Miao Shiang, Abbess of London Fo Guang Shan, Helen
Ni, Advisor of BLIA London, and Alex Lee President of BLIA
London. More than 50 scholars and professors attended the
ceremony and Forum.

During the forum, presentations were made by several
Professors. Dr Fiona Kumari Campbell spoke on Sensing
Disability in Buddhism: Reading Sri Lankan Buddhism Against
the Grain, Dr Cathy Cantwell gave a short presentation

on Buddhist traditions of healing in Tibet, and Professor
Richard King introduced everyone to Mindfulness: traditional
Buddhist meditation and secular therapies.

London Fo Guang Shan Activities Report
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Welcoming the Year of the
Dog

As Chinese New Year approaches, Bodhi Garden students
learn about the significance of this special festival and also
the meaning of Master Hsing Yun's New Year Calligraphy
‘A Family Legacy of Loyalty and Honor". Teacher Roxy
explained that every year the Master writes the New Year
Calligraphy according to the characteristics of the Chinese
Zodiac of that year. This year, is the year of the dog, and
therefore Master hopes that we can be loyal and have
honour.

Afterwards, the students were taught to make different types
of dogs to decorate the temple. Teacher Rachel Law taught
them how to make origami dogs to decorate the Bodhi
Garden door, and they also made do photo frames to put
around photos of the students on the door display. The
students also learnt to make dogs from towels to decorate
the entrance wishing pond area.
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Sound of the Human
World Dancing Class

On the 28th January, BLIA Subchapter 1 held the first ‘Sound
of the Human World Dancing Class’ with 7 participants. The
class was conducted for an hour and a half by dance teacher
Jenny Wang. The aim of this class is to choreograph dances
to songs from Sound of the Human World, with the hope of
spreading dharma through dance and music.
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Regents University
Students Visit London Fo
Guang Shan Temple

On 22nd February, 19 students from Regents University
visited London Fo Guang Shan Temple to learn about
Buddhism. Venerable Chueh Yun gave them a tour of the
temple and introduced the different buddhas in the main
shrine. She explained that everyone has the potential to
become a buddha. After explaining the layout of the shrine
and the Buddhas of the five directions on the wall, she also
taught them about the concept of Buddha Nature, that all
beings have the potential to become buddhas. At the end

Prl ma ry SChOOl Pu plls of the session, the Venerable gave everyone a Chinese New

Year blessing poster with Master Hsing Yun's Calligraphy "A

Experlence Tem ple Family Legacy of Loyalty and Honor".
Activities |

About 70 pupils from London Wessex Garden Primary School
visited London Fo Guang Shan with their teachers on the 6th
February. This trip was organised so that the pupils could visit
a Buddhist temple and experience temple activities.

The pupils toured around the temple under the lead of
Venerable Chueh Yun. They also learnt how to offer incense,
and were briefed about the "Four Givings” proposed by
Master Hsing Yun. After lunch, the pupils learnt about
Buddhist chantings and the dharma instruments used during
chantings.

In order to experience Buddhist meditation culture, the pupils
joined a tea meditation session and did some calligraphy
writing. They also learnt to make lotus flowers using origami
techniques and watched a film about the Buddha's life.
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Students from King's
College London
Experience Spirituality at
London Fo Guang Shan

On 29th March, London Fo Guang Shan co-organised a
life and spirituality event with the department of Theology
and Religious Studies from King's College London. A total
of 31 religious studies students from King's College London
participated in this event under the lead of Professor Kate
Crosby, a professor in Buddhist Studies.

Firstly, an introduction about the temple was given by
Venerable Miao Lung. This was followed by a presentation

by Tracy Liu, a representative from the London Buddhist
Research Support Group, who explained about the core
concepts of Humanistic Buddhism, concepts of “Three Acts
of Goodness” and "Four Givings” as proposed by Master
Hsing Yun and the modernisation as well as the development
of Humanistic Buddhism.

The students also had a chance of learning about the
dharma instruments, Buddhist chanting as well as Buddhist
etiquettes. They also learnt to do meditation, which was a
new experience for most of them.
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Bodhi Garden Learn About
Filial Piety

Every year Mother's Day falls in the month of March. During
this special time of year, Teacher Roxy took the opportunity
to teach the students about filial piety and the great things
that mothers do for their children. Teacher Roxy began by
introducing The Sutra about The Parents’ Deep Kindness
and The Difficulty in Repaying It. In the sutra it mentions
about the ten types of kindnesses bestowed by the mother
on the child. As each of the kindnesses was explained, some
of the children shared personal stories about how they had
experienced this kindness from their mothers. The students
also created hand-made heart shaped gifts to present to their
mums to express their gratitude and appreciation to them.
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International Women's
Day

International Women's Day is celebrated on 8th March
every year to remember celebrate the social, economic,
cultural and political achievement of women. During the
Bodhi Garden class on 12th March, Teacher Roxy taught the
students about the important women in Buddhism and their
impact on the propagation of Buddhism.

At the beginning of the class, students were asked to write
down the important women in their lives. Many of the
children wrote down their mums, sisters, friends and even
teachers and the Venerables. The children shared with

their fellow classmates about the people they jotted down
and explained why these people were important to them.
Afterwards, Teacher Roxy introduced some key female
figures in Buddhism from the ancient times to the modern
times. Such women included, Queen Maya, Mahapajapati
who was the first Bhikkuni, Sumagadhi, the elder Bhikkunis of
Fo Guang Shan like Ven Tzu Chuang, Tzu Jung and Tzu Hui
and also the younger generation such as Head Abbess of Fo
Guang Shan Europe Ven. Man Chien and Abbess of London
Fo Guang Shan Temple, Ven Miao Shiang. The students
found the class very interesting and realised that in every field
there are women who play a vital role.

London Fo Guang Shan Activities Report
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Health Talk: An important
Period in Your Life -
Menopause

On 1st April 2018, Dr Sorsan Lim, a Traditional Chinese
Medicine Physician from Singapore gave a talk at London Fo
Guang Shan temple on the symptoms and treatments for
menopause. She shared about how we could use Dharma
to change our conception towards this period in life. There
were around 70 participants who joined the talk.

Dr Lim mentioned that the symptoms of menopause vary
between different people and therefore different treatment
method should be used. Generally, keeping a positive
attitude and a healthy lifestyle helps every woman towards a
happy and relaxing menopause.
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Humanistic Buddhism
Forum and Book Donation
Ceremony at Cardiff
University

On 30th April, London Fo Guang Shan organised the

second Humanistic Buddhism Forum of the year at Cardiff
University. On the same day, a book donation ceremony of
the "Encyclopedia of World Buddhist Arts” was also held. The
encyclopedia was donated by Abbess of London Fo Guang
Shan, Venerable Miao Shiang, and senior librarian Erica Swain
represented the university library to receive the donation.
These two events attracted around 30 academics and
students of religious studies to attend.

The forum speakers came from diverse backgrounds.
Professor Max Deeg, a researcher in Buddhist studies
presented his research on London Fo Guang Shan and
Humanistic Buddhism. Representatives from London Fo
Guang Shan also took turns to share their knowledge and
personal experience joining activities at London Fo Guang
Shan and how they related themselves to Master Hsing Yun,
the founder of Fo Guang Shan.

London Fo Guang Shan Activities Report
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Bodhi Garden Temple
Sleepover

From 13th to 14th April, London Fo Guang Shan Bodhi
Garden organised the annual sleepover in the temple.

More than twenty children ranged from 2 to 17 years old
participated in this two-day camp. In order to give the Bodhi
Garden children an experience of life in the temple, the
sleepover included morning and evening chanting, classes
and even chores such as cooking and cleaning. However,
there were also interesting activities for the kids such as

the treasure hunt within the temple, drawings, and outdoor
activities in the park. This year, the children were given many
opportunities to learn to be independants leaders. Student
Rachel was also given the opportunity to teach her fellow
students by leading the discussion after watching a short
video and the younger children were chosen to be group
leaders. This sleepover was not just for fun, but also to teach
the children how to take more responsibility in daily life and
apply Buddhist wisdom when dealing with difficulties.
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“Complete Works of
Venerable Master Hsing
Yun” Book launch and
Forum in UK Parliament

On 26th April, an interactive forum and a book launch event
for the “Complete Works of Venerable Master Hsing Yun”
were held at Wilson Room in Portcullis House . About 60
people attended this event, including Venerable Man Chien,
BLIA World Headquarters Deputy Secretary General Europe,
Venerable Miao Shiang, Abbess of London Fo Guang Shan
Temple, and Ms Helen Ni, director of BLIA headquarter.
There were also academics from several British universities;
Professor Bee Scherer from Canterbury Christchurch
University, Dr. William Tuladhar-Douglas from University of
Aberdeen, and Dr Jonathan Mair from University of Kent.

During the book launch, Venerable Man Chien emphasised
the importance of the "Complete Works of Venerable Master
Hsing Yun” in documenting Master Hsing Yun's ideologies
and Buddhist teachings, which can be passed down to the
next generations. She also pointed out the role of Humanistic
Buddhism in promoting world peace and creating a kinder
society.

The interactive forum after the book launch was divided
into three section. In the first part, the British academics
presented their research about Master Hsing Yun and
Buddhism. In the second section, representatives from Fo
Guang Shan presented about Humanistic Buddhism. Lastly,
an introduction about the British parliamentary system

was done by Charlotte Dobson, the senior education and
engagement officer for parliament in London.
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Talk on Dementia

On 29th April, London Fo Guang Shan organized a talk about
dementia in collaboration with the London Chinese National
Health Living Centre. The talk "‘Dementia — Diagnosis and
Management’, was held in the library of London Fo Guang
Shan, with about 50 audience.

. The invited speaker was Dr Ruth Akiyo Mizoguchi, who is a
consultant geriatrician.

Dr Ruth engaged with the audience and interacted with
them throughout the talk. She debunked the myths and
misconceptions about dementia and also shared about the
symptoms and development of dementia. Although there is
no cure for dementia yet, healthy lifestyle is able to reduce
the risk of developing dementia.

REE
&
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Book donation of
“Encyclopedia of World
Buddhist Arts” to Oxford
University

On 30th May, a team of representatives from London Fo
Guang Shan led by abbess Venerable Miao Shiang donated
the English version of the "Encyclopedia of World Buddhist
Arts” to Wolfson College, University of Oxford.

The book donation ceremony was followed by a series of
talks and seminars. Professor Richard Gombrich from the
Oxford Center for Buddhist Studies recalled his encounter
with Master Hsing Yun in 1992 and his lectures at Fo Guang
University. This was followed by talks and sharings by
representatives from London Fo Guang Shan's Profound
Mind Study Group and London Buddhist Research Support
Group.
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Bodhi Garden Fundraising
for Education Funds

In order to raise funds for the Bodhi Garden education funds,
students of Bodhi Garden decided to set up a fundraising
stall at the Buddha's Birthday Celebration in Leicester Square
and during the London Fo Guang Shan Open Day.

The student designed a canvas tote bag with the Bodhi
Garden logo and Dharma words from Master Hsing Yun. As
this year is the Year of the Dog, student Jasmine Chan also
made towel dogs with the Master's calligraphy ‘A Family
Legacy of Loyalty and Honor". The stall was also looked
after by the students themselves. Many devotees and visitors
were deeply impressed by the students efforts and made
donations for the educational funds.
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The Societal Roles of Fo
Guang Shan Buddhist
Community’s Cultural Life

On 19th May 2018, London Fo Guang Shan organised a
talk about ‘The Societal Roles of Fo Guang Shan Buddhist
Community’s Cultural Life" by Mr LIN Zugiang, Sino-French
cultural critic and broadcast. More than 30 people attended
the talk including Venerable Chueh Yun, Venerable Miao
Long and Venerable Miao Yuan.

Mr Lin started by defining Cultural Activity, whereby
discussing how Fo Guang Shan localised and get on with
the latest trend, making Buddhism a spiritual strength in
need. Throughout the talk, Mr Lin uses his viewpoint from a
cultural perspective to discuss how Fo Guang Shan has been
promoting Buddhism across the globe, making a significant
impact on the local society.
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Dharma Talk: Exploring
Master Hsing Yun's Five
Harmonies through
Avatamsaka Sutra

On 20th May 2018, Venerable Man Chien gave a talk on
‘Exploring Master Hsing Yun's Five Harmonies through
Avatamsaka Sutra’. More than a hundred devotees
participated in the talk together with devotees from Fo
Guang Shan France who joined the session through live
broadcasting.

During the talk, Venerable Man Chien used various examples
reflecting on daily life to emphasise the importance of having
a positive mindset. A change in mindset encourages us to

be compassionate and virtuous. If we take a small step each
day it can help us to improve. Therefore, practising Buddhism
is also the same process, we start from the smallest and
improve ourselves gradually, benefiting ourselves and others,
as introduced in the Five Harmonies by Master Hsing Yun.

The five harmonies are:

e Individual harmony achieved through joy;

e Interpersonal harmony achieved through respect;
«  Family harmony achieved through deference;

e Social harmony achieved through cooperation;

*  World harmony achieved through peace.

Participants benefited from the talk with Venerable Man
Chien explaining the concepts in the sutra which are
difficult to understand. This reflects upon the fascination
of Humanistic Buddhism, where Buddhism is not for the
minority but for all beings, in order to benefit the majority.
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Third Humanistic
Buddhism Forum at
University of Kent

On 29th May, a forum on Humanistic Buddhism was
organised by University of Kent and held at the Canterbury
Cathedral. The title of the forum was "Benefiting Self

and Others: A Contemplation on Loving-Kindness and
Compassion through the Lens of Humanistic Buddhism”.

A total of 20 academics attended this event. There were

9 presentations by different academics in this forum. The
forum was also attended by Abbess Venerable Miao Shiang,
Ven. Miao Lung, and members of the London Buddhism
Research Group, Ricky Wong and Tracy Lau.
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London Fo G

Participating in NASACRE
AGM.

On 24th May, Ven. Chueh Yun of London Fo Guang Shan
attended the 2018 AGM of National Association of Standing
Advisory Councils on Religious Education (NASACRE),
representing the borough of Westminster. There were up
to 100 attendees, including the president of NASACRE, Paul
Smalley, executive committees Emily Norman and Claire
Clinton as well as patrons Right Honourable Charles Clarke
and Dr. Vanessa Ogden.

As this year is the 25th anniversary of NASACRE, the theme
for the AGM was “Stronger Together-celebrating the power
of Community”. Keynote speaker, Professor Vanessa Ogden
proposed that Religious Studies is fundamental to the
curriculum and indeed to a civilised society. Doctor David
Hampshire shared about the development and challenges
faced by the Inter Faith Network Youth Project. New
committee members were also elected in the AGM.
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Humanistic Buddhism
Interpreting Workshop by
Venerable Miao Guang

From 8th to 10th June, London Fo Guang Shan organised
the Humanistic Buddhism Interpreting Workshop in order
to train talents in interpreting from Mandarin to English

for Humanistic Buddhism. 36 Buddha's Light members
registered for this workshop, including those from
Manchester, France and Spain.

Venerable Miao Guang, who is the personal English
interpreter of Venerable Master Hsing Yun was invited
to be the speaker of the workshop. Various topics were
touched including interpreting techniques such as sight
translation, shadowing, memory. Simultaneous and
sequential interpreting exercises were also conducted for the
participants to practise their interpretation skills.
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Passing Down Faith —
Bodhi Garden Students
Become Teachers

In order to train the students of Bodhi Garden, Teacher

Roxy gave 5 of the older students an opportunity to teach.
The students: Rachel, Jasmine, Jessica, Kirsty and Tiffany,
reflected on what they had learnt over the last few years and
decided to give a class on the Four Great Bodhisattvas. The
diligent students worked together to plan and prepare for the
class.

They began by splitting the class into four groups and each
of the teachers were responsible for teaching their group
about one of the bodhisattvas. After 20minutes, they rotated
the groups so that everyone managed to learn about all

4 bodhisattvas. After the class the students were very
impressed by their fellow classmates who had taken on the
responsibility to be the teachers for the day. The expressed
that they were very creative and used different methods to
teach about the bodhisattvas to ensure that the class was
exciting and informative at the same time

102
RBEGFL TERE



Wb ytiERN RS
(BeATERMETR 2 )

WS ART BN B AR ST IO IARTRYEEE > RANATHRER T
HBETERMMR 2= MIESOMBUNBNASE LS - TM
I\FRORREE » FEYDCEEMIMEBUBAER RIS - MEERT
WEZARAEERARRE > thEA—PHRENREES
KED - M HBE T R DRZEEHBE R !

WICERTISIRI TR EREDEFENRG > tiREITECS
AT THEAL o WHTES TEEHBRLEBAL - DIARE
B ThR SHBRTERENGER  ARZHENOK -

BEIRER - —ERENBRETABZEFRLES » BI5H
RitaY - AASHMAEREENEE  AtHEFRRER
EHEL - WHARMELENARERINHR RS - WRRIE
ERUBREIRBEESAMBESMH > WEZIKENSK > MU
FEShB BB -

ERHETRMNEFHES  IREEAMEEZIRELE > K
B RANFAIRMB Y AMBEZEIFERENTE - K
BE B St E B BRI - BREFTARZRE - PyARth
DEHCRELRE » HHREZRREIFDITE - ARBMEE
B0 BRECHEZ TWRE - KEFR : TWE B

B85

HELF - A=V REEMERE T3 -

WICERIRTRERNRE - BRERBEARNEZ  BithiE
EAMZEARMNREE - ERGIFEEEECERTEM -
WICHRIRT - REFRR OBEERNEEM - 2 =E LS
N—ERSE > B—UEERGELRBHEE-—RABE—8
AKIRBEXREIARIK =5 - EEAARIPIREIREER - ARTAD
—OEBT - KETRSERHICILERRERFES  E2RA
BENTS - RETESFMERTIR © FRIFREFEFENAR—IE
WEITAERH » [RIREREMF - PICARTIRE] T AR
BREREFIERBERE > TRE—FNREESBFHMARE
FIEILZ - RETE T HERFMBE R BRAREHR -

WICEMthER EE XA MIFLER > MAIEHREEEFE
B —EFMERIFOOF - REFBEREROSNINE > i
ERTEBEGETE - WARNERSFEBEEEh—
% KEDHIGREH > R T —FIX—FIRORE » BHMEEE
B FHETENONE » EBERMIBAT - WiCEmMthiE
FRETEARES DFENRL - th) ZHEEER - KRB/

RS - FEEERVES R IPIERHUR BMRY 2 A RR A M B BBt M AR

WA D Z T HE SIS > 20065 » BIHRARXAML -
IRFEE EERMEIENERREABEIER - A B —
R WEMAEKLEARR - RAENRYDE - ABEOGR
TRETRYERS > WICEMBR/RESE » MAREZE AT
RETAIEZRATHEMNER - EEIGIERE  BRMET 5
FURER » —MARFN—LE3R » WERMEZ MY TTAAMRT
o TEERRBIRT - BEEMRETSEE - KRR EREE R /O
IFERE) - REVSENITHEREM : BEFR—EBEUSER
" REFE—ERENSIFEMSYT -

REIREMAMAR LD S AT BN At SRAR R » WICEMD =

103

8E

Education

B e .
¥
i~
[

€

.}" F
.‘_ -
ik

T (365) ~ (—FF) M (FhreRErs) NBEEBZEY
RUPRERATIZERE - ot DAGRIRZR——RRIR MR - 2B ARTARER &
AR > BREEFHEFIZHERE - POEITATE

RIS FEESBREE » AEGERARBGERET - R
RAKERHZE > BESRRPIEMEETMN - 1

~

r

BIERERT > SEEIZRIREERE - YOOAMBLESEItS
BB - EHED > ERMAREMERING © 105E8IKAR
RIS TT AR RIS ARTTT RIS RT S AV E ISR
iR ICERT © TRBREZENSS - FREEAIRMBAEIS 21 HEY
RIOEYICEMNZISRAREBAE - BESEHRESRBNE
BrhEmGR - MEZEARIBHAIEARNOERRTET °

Talk by Venerable Miao
Guang, “A Great Buddhist
Master through the Eyes
of His Interpreter”

On 10th June, Venerable Miao Guang was invited for a
talk ""A Great Buddhist Master through the Eyes of His
Interpreter” in London Fo Guang Shan. This two-hour talk,
which attracted around 150 Buddha's Light members, was
full of humour and touching moments.

Being the personal interpreter of Master Hsing Yun,
Venerable Miao Guang followed him across the globe to
propagate the Dharma. Throughout the talk, Venerable Miao
Guang shared stories between herself and Master Hsing Yun,
including how she became a Buddhist nun and how Master
Hsing Yun gave her the dharma name "Miao Guang”. She also
shared how Master Hsing Yun's personality has transformed
and impacted her.
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Translation Practice
Sessions

Following the previous week's interpretation training taught
by Ven Miao Guang, London Fo Guang Shan established its
own group of keen learners for translation. The first session
took place on 12 June and 9 energetic members attended
with the goal to raise their ability and accuracy.

Roxy led the team and suggested that at each session a
member would pick a terminology to share with the group
from the book Faxiang. Susan volunteered to take record
and Jason set up glossary. Roxy first shared the term 6
Accomplishments.

Then the group continued with the translation work set at
the training course and that is the lecture by the Director

of Fo Guang Shan Overseas Supervisory Council, Ven

Man Chien. There were lots of discussions and dictionary
checking time just trying to find the most appropriate words.
Everyone was involved, and happily shared thoughts with
each other. Even though it has almost taken the whole
session to translate only 2 minutes of the video, everyone
was excited by what was achieved. It was decided that the
group would meet biweekly.

Group member Pei Fang expressed that she enjoyed the
learning experience and looked forward to the next practice
session. Another team member, Grace, also said she has
learned a ot in just two hours and hoped to have a weekly
session. The saying "‘Buddhism depends on me” appears
very true on interpretation. Fo Guang Shan needs a lot more
interpreters. Hopefully in the future, this will be realised
through the hard work of all the members.
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“Walking with the Buddha”
at London Fo Guang Shan

The Oriental Museum of Durham University had previously
cooperated with Fo Guang Shan’s Buddha Museum
organising with the exhibition "Walking with the Buddha -
Discovering the Natal Landscape of the Buddha". On 24th
June, the curators of the Oriental Museum, Craig Barclay and
Rachel Barclay were invited to speak about the exhibition at
London Fo Guang Shan temple. About 80 people attended
this talk.

The speakers spoke about how the exhibition was planned
and the process of executing it. They also shared some
heart-warming stories in the process of preparing for the
exhibition and how impressed they were with the Fo Guang
Shan organisation. An question and answer session was
available for the audience to give their feedback and to ask
questions.
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Bodhi Garden Study the
History of Buddhism

History is a record passed down from generation to
generation, and it is a treasure of understanding the roots.
Only by knowing the hardships that the ancestors have gone
through can we appreciate and cherish the beauty of today.
In order to let the students of the London Fo Guang Shan
Bodhi Garden know the inheritance of Buddhism in over
2600 years, Teacher Roxy showed a film as the first lesson in
the history of Buddhism June 24th.

Teacher Roxy used the birth years of the Buddha, Master
Venerable Hsing Yun and the children as the timeline to

let the students understand history and the importance of
historical records. Teacher Roxy talked about the latest
discoveries and research work of the Durham University
archaeologists on the birthplace of the Buddha. Then she
divided the children into four groups, to mark on the Atlas
the place of India and Nepal, and to know the birthplace of
Buddhism and areas influenced.

Then Teacher Roxy showed a 2,600-year timeline film

of Buddhism, focusing on the main characters, deeds

and places in Buddhist history. She briefly introduced

the contribution of Ashoka to Buddhism, and the first

sutra making event of Buddhism. In order to deepen the
impression, she distributed a set of papers with drawings and
explanations to the groups for them to arrange the timeline
of Buddhism according to what was shown in the film. The
children tried to recall the content of the film, discussed it
together, tried it carefully, and Teacher Roxy explained it one
by one, so that the dull nouns and deeds could leave a mark
on the children’s minds.

One of the students, Jasmine Chan said that this class

taught her the history and development of Buddhism. She
was surprised to hear that King Ashoka had sent a monk

to Gandhara to spread Buddhism, because she had never
thought about the relationship between Afghanistan, Pakistan
and Buddhism.

Although a short class could not fully explore the history of
Buddhism for 2,600 years, it stimulated interest and active
participation of children in the classroom. The history of
Buddhism is profound. Itis fortunate that we are given the
opportunity to listen to the Dharma, to be able to walk on
the Bodhi path, to be able to free ourselves from the troubles
of life and find self-nature.
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The Fourth Humanistic
Buddhism Forum

The Fourth Humanistic Buddhism Forum in the UK was held
on 25th June at King's College, University of Cambridge.

It was hosted by Professor James Laidlaw, Head of Social
Anthropology Department. This event was attended by 21
academics and 15 papers were presented. Venerable Miao
Shiang (Abbess of London Fo Guang Shan Temple) and
Venerable Miao Lung from London Fo Guang Shan were also
invited to this forum. Venerable Miao Shiang presented a talk,
“Altruistic Practice of the Bodhisattva Path”

Three representatives from the London Buddhist Research
Support Group also presented their findings on “Fo Guang
Shan Compassionate Projects”. Miss Maggie Wong presented
about the "Sons of Tathagatha” project in Brazil. Mr Jonathan
Jordan presented about the "Nan Hua Performing Arts
Group” based in South Africa. Tracy Liu presented about the
educational and cultural projects as well as the establishment
of Guang Ming College in Philippines.

London Fo Guang Shan Activities Report
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EqualiTeas Forum held
by BLIA YAD on Cultural
Issues

On 30th June, a youth forum with the theme of Master
Venerable Hsing Yun's Democracy and Politics was held at
London Fo Guang Shan Temple. The forum was approved by
the House of Commons of the British Parliament and hosted
by the BLIA YAD as part of the Parliament’s EqualiTea series.
This is the first time that the BLIA YAD London has hosted a
forum for the British Parliament. A total of 35 young people
and volunteers participated in the event.

The forum officially started at 2 pm, and the president of
the BLIA London, Alex Lee, hosted the forum. He guided
those present how to be on the right democratic path with
both compassion and political thinking. The 11 youth group
members actively participated having vigorous discussion
with youths from Britain, Poland and Latvia.

During discussion, everyone exchanged opinions and
reached a consensus. Among them, BLIA YAD made a
specific interpretation of the Master Venerable Hsing Yun's
political outlook, especially the view that politics is not being
used to rule. Ricky Wong, President of the London Buddhism
Research Group, compared the past social support and care
of the Yulin National Teacher and those of the present Master
Venerable Hsing Yun, in particular how to help purifying

the society. Basharat Hussain, who is studying at the UCL
Institute of Anthropology, felt a great impact. He believes
that the influence of the Master Venerable Hsing Yun on the
public is to help people live in harmony.

The first session ended in a joyous atmosphere. It was
followed by a tea ceremony at the Refectory. All enjoyed
those cakes and biscuits specially prepared by BLIA YAD

In the second session of the event, all participated in the
table games developed by the British Parliament. There were
many questions about British politics and history. Everyone
learned a lot from the game. This was a meaningful event
for the BLIA YAD to link up with other youth groups to
discuss cultural issues.
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London Fo Guang Shan —
Popular Choice for School
Visits

London Fo Guang Shan is not only a place of worship,

itis also a place of interest for visitors. To enable all to

learn more about the humanistic Buddhism advocated by

Master Ven Hsing Yun, the temple has devised a number of
workshops for students and visitors.

In May, nearly 300 students from three primary schools
visited Fo Guang Shan in London. There were 27 students
and 5 adults from St. Mary’'s Bryanston Square Elementary
School on 14th May. On 21st May, Mr Crabbe from Langdon
Primary School led 90 Year 5 students to visit too. On 23rd
and 24th May more than 150 Year 3 students from Altmore
and Lathom School also visited. Religious studies is important
in the British school curriculum. During the study week,
students came to learn about Buddhism and its origin.

Fo Guang Shan prepared fully for these visits. Ven Chueh
Yun and Lecturer Roxanna Pang were responsible for
introducing the layout of the temple, the instruments used
for the service, meditation and basic Buddhist teachings. As
the visits took place during Buddha's Birthday celebration,
all were shown how to bathe the Buddha while they made
vows to speak good words, do good deeds and think
good thoughts. The students learned the concept of ‘I am
a Buddha", and also from Buddha's hand gestures, they
learnt the virtues of giving, being patient, holding precepts,
and being vigorous. They were taught to greet by saying
"auspicious greetings” in Mandarin and were quick to learn
and used it to greet the teachers.

In addition, Sub-Chapter Advisor, Marcus Chan and YAD
Member, Jason Liu taught about the Life of Buddha through
watching a short cartoon. Marcus and Roxanna also attracted
students’ attention with the unique Chinese ink print and
origami lotus-making. Through the calligraphy of Master Ven
Hsing Yu, Dharma was introduced. And through the origami
lotus, the spirit of the lotus out of the mud was presented. All
these activities left the students with a good impression of
Fo Guang Shan.

The students learned about the Dharma, and so did the
teachers. The teachers at Altmore and Lathom School said
that they have learned a lot during the visit and mentioned
that the equality advocated by Buddhism is one of the
important factors that people want to know more about this
religion.
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BLIA YAD Clean Streets for
Pilgrimage

BLIA YAD London helped out the London FGS to clean the
streets behind and around the temple in preparation for the
mid-autumn pilgrimage. 10 youths used bleach and brooms
to clean and scrub the streets. After 3 hours of continuous
cleaning, the road for the upcoming pilgrimage was cleansed
with more than ten bottles of bleach and buckets of clean
water. This annual cleaning of the street has taught all the
YAD members how important it is to clean our environment
and also our minds as well.

Z:'R*AHM\M\
[ P N

10REEBMME > MESE > BEERE > EERA! 10A29H
RBNESFIEAENERES —WHRNBARNRR - £F »
—HF—ER BIG FUN RUN) 5ABRMELHZHIE AR
F# - AEFYHEENTER > 28EERERRE-_SEER

BRSO RBFHICILARE > H60BRA2M -

MBIG FUN RUN ZHIEIIEIAN2003%E - §FE7BFN108 »
AMFIR] DA 3 5 2 3R e SE RN S (@ Hth 2 R Y — 18 » 20K

RAEN > RSREEEZNSHE - MBXASERER
REEs /%Fﬂﬁi‘%ﬂ—t  T=YFEIRAERR S o BB

TRENRE c SERMBUENALSRBINEN > HE_HZE
e SEHESIBEABENESIBAESHIE - MSEEBM
MBS B ABIAEFEE S ZParkinson’s UK °

EEPEFEETENIRE EAEBRENCNE RE RN
& thPIEFREREESHEBBHB IS - EHEAS
BEMBOBNBHE T TRZINNS - HERZEEAN
—EBRMIN - IE60MIFER2ZTORMALAEENSHEES

BEBRNEN > BRRESSRHEABEINEARERIE
FMoeg

112

RBEGFL TERE



oy —]

Charity

EX > HEUMRASH HFARESHESTINZHEE > )R
FrAERTIEDE - ZMENFESFER > BITH BRI
hAERZNE BCXHFEREHEREOTIN - BRI ERER
AHERE - RER—AENBEEHE R Parkinson’s UKEIRE
T > 0 ESERBEN = IFEEABRWE 1T=f1 &
- AEHEZEE -

HR=ZFBEFLERNERB2EY  FREANREAET0
5 o BEAARBER > BRTRNSENER - MEMHITK
RO - — R BB EEDEEMNTERT - B

EHERERETER  ME2REU-FEE—ESRE
B BAB_DE/BARERERNRETE > ARLEEM
£ PEZFRERE - WG FEBRZHURN -

Big Fun Run

On 29th Oct 2017, BLIA London Subchapter 2 organised

the Big Fun Run activity, bringing together 60 Buddha's

Light members to join the Big Fun Run in London’s beautiful
Victoria Park. This is the fifth year that BLIA London have
joined the event. This year, BLIA London have chosen to raise
funds for Parkinsons UK. This meaningful event can help

to encourage our members to exercise, and develop their
compassion to help charity organisations; to be healthy in
body and mind!

Buddha's Light members arrived bright and early, all geared
up for the 5K run. Advising Venerable, Ven. Miao Shiang, BLIA
Subchapter Advisor Marcus Chan also joined in the event

to show their support for such a worthy cause. Hundreds of
participants gathered in the park, ready for the 11am start.
Runners were raising funds for many different causes such
as Alzheimer's, Childrens hospitals and even in memory of
family members.

The wonderful morning was thoroughly enjoyed by all
participants. Not only were we able to promote Master Hsing
Yun's 3 Acts of Goodness, but we also showed the Buddha's
Light spirit of love and care for all, bringing a brighter and
better future and hope to everyone.

e Buddha's ght Chap p - o

-BeESyy
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Bodhi Garden learns about
Nursing

Among all daily fundamental skills, bandage wrapping skills
can be one of the most useful ones. With the Medicine
Buddha's birthday approaching, Teacher Suzanne gave a
class on basic skills on nursing carie to all the Bodhi Garden
children. In the class, she taught about the proper steps for
washing hands, ways of measuring our pulses and oxygen
levels.

The Bodhi Garden children had a lot of fun in learning these
basic medical knowledge.They enjoyed learning and trying
out how to do the triangular bandage on fellow students.
The children not only learnt the skills, but also how to
admire the job that nurses do. In this special class, all Body
Garden children were reminded to have the spirit of the
Medicine Buddha by learning how to help others both
physically and mentally.
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BLIA London raise funds
for Parkinson UK

Members of BLIA, YAD & Bodhi Garden took part in a 5km
Big Fun Run at London Victoria Park, to raise funds for
Parkinsons UK. A total of £5,000 was successfully raised

to help those suffering with Parkinson’s disease. On 13
December 2017, Venerable Chueh Yun, accompanied by
BLIA Subchapter Advisor Marcus Chan and BLIA Sub-Chapter
2 President Sooyan, and three other members visited the
Trust and presented the cheque to the charity

Parkinsons UK representatives Phil and Sarah warmly hosted
the group from London Fo Guang Shan and explained the
projects run by the Trust to help the families of Parkinson's
disease sufferers. They thanked London Fo Guang Shan and
BLIA London for taking part in the fun run to raise money for
they charity.
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Winter Foodbank Drive

To promote Ven. Master Hsing Yun's practice of "Three Acts
of Goodness and Four Givings’, BLIA London, Sub-Chapter
2 has in the past 3 years organised the winter food bank
collection. After two weeks of collections, Venerable Chueh
Yun together with 20 BLIA and YAD members delivered 40
boxes of food and necessities to Euston Foodbank on 16th
December 2017.

The government’'s massive reduction in welfare and support
has caused an increasing demand of food and necessities
by the low-income group. During winter time, the demand
of a weekly supply can sometimes hit up to a tonne of food
and necessities to be distributed to the needy. Dorothea
Hackman of Euston Foodbank expressed her gratitude to
London Fo Guang Shan and BLIA London for the donation as
it will help a lot of family during Christmas.
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Charity Cooking Session

On 28th January, London Fo Guang Shan participated in

a global charity cooking event initiated by Light Up a Life.
Other participants were Fareshare and Al Manaar Mosque in
West London.

This was our first inter-religion activity this year. Fo Guang
Shan practices Buddha's compassion and provide services to
communities. There we cooked delicious vegetarian food
and let all know about Fo Guang Shan.

Last year Ven Miao Lung and President of BLIA Alex Lee were
invited to participate in the 3FF Charity Awards Conference
sponsored by HRH the Queen. It was over there that the
idea of offering help to the local community by holding

this event was formed with Light Up a Life, Fareshare and Al
Manaar Mosque.

At this event, Light Up a Life did the coordination work,

Al Manaar Mosque provided the venue, Fareshare all the
ingredients and Fo Guang Shan cooked lunch for 150 people
Light Up a Life President Julian Fraser, a Jewish Christian,
brought 10 volunteers to assist in the arrangement of tables
and chairs and aftercare. Michel Baret, Manager of Fareshare,
came to ensure ingredients arrived alright. Alex Lee , actively
communicated with others, ensuring that they felt Buddha's
compassion.

Abdurahman Sayed, Head of Community Outreach,
expressed that through this first cooperation with a
Buddhism organization he could feel our compassion and
enthusiasm. The free lunch was attended by local residents,
believers in worship and those disaster-stricken households
of Grenfell Tower. Ensuring that all had a good time was the
sole purpose of the four organisations.
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lepra

Fighting disease,
poverty and prejudice
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World Leprosy Day 2018

On 30th Jan 2018, UK-based specialist leprosy charity, Lepra
held the World Leprosy Day event at the House of Lords,
hosted by Lord Gadhia. The event attracted a diverse and
multicultural audience that included senior parliamentarians,
leaders from major faiths as well as government officials,

aid and health experts. Ven. Chueh Yun, Advisor Helen Ni,
Marcus Chan and Roxanna Pang represented London Fo
Guang Shan and BLIA London to attend the event.

Geoff Prescott, Chief Executive at Lepra expressed that in
order to achieve the Sustainable Development goals and
ensure we ‘leave no one behind’, leprosy has to be included
in future funding from DFID. Without a unified approach
from NGOs, governments, the health sector, and faith
communities, leprosy will remain one of the most neglected
of neglected tropical diseases.”

Many attendees expressed their surprise that although there
is a cure for leprosy, it remains a major health issue in many
developing countries, highlighting the lack of awareness
which is common across much of the UK. In response, BLIA
London will be holding a tea party on Mother's day to raise
fund for Lepra and increase awareness of leprosy.
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Mother’s Day Fundraising
Tea Party for Lepra

On 11th March 2018, BLIA London Sub-chapter 3 and

Bodhi Garden organised a Charity Afternoon Tea Party in
conjunction with Mother’s Day. The aim of this event was

to raise fund for Lepra, an organisation providing support
for Leprosy patients, which are mainly women, in Asia and
Africa. More than 100 devotees gathered in the dining hall to
participate in this wonderful and meaningful event.

During the event, Lepra representative Maartje gave an
overview of how their organisation works and shared 3 real-
life stories of Leprosy patients. More than 60% of patients are
in India and for every 6 minutes, there will be one woman
diagnosed with Leprosy. Patients are often discriminated
while suffering from physical illnesses. The aim of Lepra is to
provide both medical and mental support to the patients.

It was a fruitful event, with volunteers decorating the dining
hall, preparing delicious homemade cakes before the event.
During the event, performances from BLIA, YAD and Bodhi
Garden livened up the scene. A number of devotees also
stood up to share their stories and appreciation to their
mothers which touched many people’s heart.

A total of £1230 was raised through this event. At the end of
the event BLIA Sub-Chapter 3 President, Ying Yuan handed a
cheque to the representative of Lepra. Maartje was impressed
by everyone's generosity and expressed that it was so so
touching and heartwarming to attend such a well organised
event.

- A
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Mother’s day
celebration |
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One Day English
Meditation Retreat

On 16th July, London Fo Guang Shan organised a one-
day English-Speaking Meditation Retreat, to encourage
more English Speakers to learn and practice Dharma and
experience inner peace of the mind. 26 participants from
different cultures joined this retreat which was led by Ven.
Miao Lung.

Participants were encouraged by Ven. Miao Lung to
meditate at least 20 minutes daily and make meditation a
regular habit which is a practical way to relieve stress. Many
new participants shared their experiences of mindfulness
meditation and positive memories of relaxation which
improved their ability to a sense of calm, peace and balance
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Sutra Transcription

On 23rd July 2017, around 40 devotees attended the Sutra
Transcription Event at London Fo Guang Shan Temple.

This meditative activity helped the participants to cultivate
inner focus and attention. It was a challenge for most of
participants, especially the non-Chinese speaking participants
and the children.

Ven. Miao Yuen encouraged all participants to copy the
sutra with a sincere and reverent heart, and gain a deeper
understanding of Buddhist wisdom arises from a calm mind
by practicing daily.

Participant Bee shared her experience of sutra copying:
although she doesn't understand Chinese at all, she found
that it has helped calm her mind and trained her patience.
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Ullambana Dharma
Function

From 31st August to 3rd September 2018, London Fo Guang
Shan Temple held the annual Ullambana Dharma Service to
dedicate merits to ancestors and the departed ones. Around
500 people attended the four day service, chanting the
Emperor Liang Repentance Service, Ullambana sutra and the
Thrice Yearning Service. At the end of each of the morning
and afternoon sessions, the Venerables gave short Dharma
discourses to emphasise the importance of repentance and
the significance of the Emperor Liang Repentance Service.
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Pilgrimage — Pathway to
Spiritual Growth

On 1st October, London Fo Guang Shan Temple held a
pilgrimage in conjunction with the Mid-Autumn Festival.
Around 80 devotees were led by Venerable to recite the
heart sutra outside the front entrance, followed by chanting
of the Sakyamuni Buddha's name and then prostrating after
every three steps around the temple.

Pilgrimage is a diligent practice of body and mind to purify
negative karma and accumulate merit.

Ven. Chueh Yun emphasised importance of a sincere mind
and spiritual significance of pilgrimage, to encourage all
participants to practice Buddha's teaching with enthusiastic
diligence and take faithful step towards the journey of pure
land, one step at a time.
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One Day Eight Precepts
Retreat

On 22nd October 2016, London Fo Guang Shan organised
the annual Eight Precepts Retreat to give lay devotees the
opportunity to experience the monastic lifestyle, planting the
seed of renunciation through upholding the Eight Precepts
for one day and one night. Throughout the retreat, all
participants observed noble silence.

Abbess, Ven. Miao Shiang introduced the origin and the
practices of taking the Eight Precepts. The importance of
practice was summarised as the form of purifying one's mind
and conduct. During the retreat, all participants watched

a live video conferencing — Dharma Talk on “Never Forget
One’s Initial Aspriations” by Ven. Man Chien. The retreat is an
opportunity for lay devotees to practice traditional Buddhist
etiquette, purity one’'s mind and encourage self-cultivation.

Ven. Chueh Yun taught sutra studies and Ven Miao Yuen led
a sutra transcription session. The retreat is an opportunity

for lay people to put their worries aside and focus on their
cultivation and practice, to uphold the eight precepts and live
the life of a monastic for a day.
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Passing Down Faith - Baby
Blessing & Refuge Taking
Ceremony

To commemorate the Guan Yin Bodhisattva's renunciation
day, London Fo Guang Shan Temple organised a baby
blessing ,and refuge taking ceremony on 5th November
2017. Over 30 babies and children attended the blessing
which was conducted by the Venerables of London Fo
Guang Shan Temple. The objective of this significant
ceremony is not only to bless the child but also to pass down
the teachings of Buddhism to the future generation.

At the end of the ceremony, Abbess Ven. Miao Shiang
reminded everyone to visit the temple, their spiritual home
often. She said “In life we will always come across difficulties,
however these hardships are what make us stronger. Now
that you have taken refuge and have this faith, then this will
be the strength and wisdom that will guide you on your
path.”
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Repentance Service for
Volunteers

On the first day of 2018, London Fo Guang Shan organised a
repentance and blessing service for volunteers. Abbess Ven.
Miao Shiang, Ven. Miao Yuenand Ven. Miao Lung led over

a hundred volunteers to chant the Eighty Eight Buddha's
Repentance Service. On the first day of 2018, we repent

past transgressions, ready to welcome the New Year. Ven.
Miao Shiang thanked the volunteers for their dedication and
contribution to the temple and presented each volunteer
with gifts as a token of appreciation. This year, the gift for all
volunteers included a very special mug with the Master Hsing
Yun's Calligraphy saying “It's Good to Have You".
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Dharma Day Celebration

On the 21st of January, London Fo Guang Shan celebrated
the Dharma Day simultaneously with other FGS branches in
Europe. A series of planned events took place on that day
since 10.30 a.m.

The first event was a live-streamed Dharma talk by Venerable
Man Chien. It was a talk pertaining to the wisdom from
Prajnaparamita Sutra, which can be practised in daily life. In
the afternoon, a book launch or "The Complete Works of
Venerable Master Hsing Yun” was held to introduce the series
of books written by Venerable Master Hsing Yun throughout
his life. At 2.30 p.m., a sutra transcription activity took place
in the meditation hall as the final event of the day. Through
the ancient art of Chinese calligraphy, attendees to were able
to calm down their mind through the action of transcribing
Buddhist verses.
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Five Families Awarded
Three Acts of Goodness
Family

On 16th March, 20 members of London Fo Guang Shan
Temple embarked on their way to Fo Guang Shan France

to attend the 2018 Devotees Gathering. This gathering also
included the award ceremony for the Fo Guang Bodhisattvas
and the Three Acts of Goodness Families. A total of five
families were presented with the awards, as well as BLIA
London Advisor Helen Ni who was awarded with the Prajna
Bodhisattva Award.

Marcus and Tracy Chan met at London Fo Guang Shan and
have been members for over 20 years and both started as
members of the youth group. Throughout these years they
have dedicated time and effort into assisting the temple in

all types of events and activities. In 2002, they held their
Buddhist wedding ceremony at the temple and their two
children Jasmine and Jessica are outstanding students of the
Bodhi Garden class. Tracy's mother is also a devout Buddhist
who has been practicing for many years, and since coming
to London Fo Guang Shan, she has been dedicated and
loyal, using Master Hsing Yun's teachings to guide and bring
up her children.

Youth Sumagadhi Lecturer Roxanna Pang is also the teacher
of London Fo Guang Shan Bodhi Garden. Three generations
of her family are Buddha's Light members. For over 20

years, the Pang family have been dedicated to contributing
to London Fo Guang Shan in all aspects. At a young age,
Roxanna followed her grandmother to the temple to join

the chanting services and since then wholesome seeds have

H1E
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been planted. Since then, she has followed the footsteps
of Master Hsing Yun, devoting her time and efforts in
propagating Humanistic Buddhism.

Isabelle Chu has had a great passion for Buddhism and
chanting since a young age. Her determination to visit the
temple weekly has brought the whole Chu family into the
big Fo Guang family, with her parents becoming volunteers
and her younger brother also joining the Bodhi Garden
class. Her mother, Wendy Tse has since become the core
photographer for events organised by London Fo Guang
Shan.

Isaac Tuen, who is also a student of Bodhi Garden, had
health complications at the age of two and required a large
operation. His mother Soosyan felt lost and frightened and

it was at this time, she found London Fo Guang Shan. With
the blessing of the Buddha, Isaac’s operation was a smooth
success and since then he has taken refuge in the Triple Gem
and has been an active student of Bodhi Garden. His parents
Soosyan and Ivan are now dedicated volunteers of the
publicity team and work diligently to contribute to London
Fo Guang Shan.

After participating in the Short Term Monastic Retreat twice,
Teng Hong has completely felt the benefits of Buddhism
and it has changed her for the better. Since she has become
much calmer and learnt to let go, her family have also
reaped the benefits. Her daughter Rachel Li transformed
from a rebellious teenager to a helpful and kind young
person who was nominated by the Venerables from London
Fo Guang Shan Temple to attend the good seedlings event
at Fo Guang Shan HQ in Taiwan last year. Teng Hong's grand
nieces and nephew, Kirsty, Mason and Aaliyah Hong are also
students of Bodhi Garden and have been brought up with
the teachings of Buddhism.

These five families prepared a short video of their stories with
Fo Guang Shan to share with everyone present. They vowed
to continue to be dedicated to Fo Guang Shan and spreading
Humanistic Buddhism to future generations.
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Qing Ming Ancestor
Memorial Service

On 7th = 8th April 2018, London Fo Guang Shan Temple held
the Qing Ming Ancestor Memorial Service in conjunction
with the Qing Ming Festival. Abbess Venerable Miao

Shiang led the congregation to chant the Diamond Prajna
Repentance Sutra and the Great Samadhi Water Repentance
Sutra over the two-day Memorial Service. Merits of the
chanting were dedicated to all participants for prosperity,
longevity and wisdom; as well as to all ancestors for
profound cultivation in the Pureland.
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Eight Precepts Retreat

In order to give lay people an experience of the monastic
lifestyle, London Fo Guang Shan Temple held the Eight
Precepts Retreat on 27th May 2018. Ven. Chueh Yun
presided over the eight precepts ceremony, where the 36
participants vowed to uphold the precepts for one day and
one night. The retreat also included classes such as sutra
transcription, Fo Guang Samadhi practice, sutra studies,
evening chanting and working chores etc. Participants really
enjoyed the retreat which not only gave them an insight into
the life in a monastery, but also made them feel at peace.
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Buddhist Wedding
Ceremony at Blenheim
Palace

Buddhist Wedding Ceremony for a couple from Taiwan at
Blenheim Palace

On the evening of 6 June, a couple from Taiwan Fo Guang
Shan, the groom Luke Xie and the bride Iku Zhang, held a
Buddhist wedding ceremony at Blenheim Palace. Ven Miao
Shiang and Ven Miao Lung led the process. With all present
they prayed to be blessed with mercy and a happy Buddhist
family from Buddha. About 70 relatives and friends from
both families came from Taiwan and a famous wedding
photography company VM was hired.

The wedding venue Blenheim Palace was situated at
Oxfordshire. Itis the only rural building that is neither a
royal nor a religious one that is named Palace. This historic
building was also the birthplace of the prominent Prime
Minister Sir Winston Churchill. Hence it is also known as
Churchill Manor. The hall was majestic and glamorous,

and lavishly decorated. The couple made their oaths in
front of the Buddha, as witnessed by Ven. Miao Shiang. It is
particularly auspicious that the couple share the same belief,
rely on Dharma as their guidance, and make their happy and
life long affiliation in a Buddhist ceremony.

The bride is a vegetarian and although the groom is not,
they chose a vegetarian wedding banquet to let everyone
witness their love. The vegetarian wedding banquet not only
avoids causing any bad karma, it also promotes healthy
eating. It suits the spirit of the humanistic Buddhism. Besides
giving their blessings to the newly wed couple at this

joyful occasion, the guests also benefited from this unique
Buddhist wedding.
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A Service of Hope
Memorial Service

On 19 June 2017, Makram Ali, a devout Muslim was a victim
of the Finsbury Park terror attack. London Fo Guang Shan
Temple together with other faith leaders, politicians, the
emergency services and victim's family were invited to attend
‘A Service of Hope” memorial service held at Finsbury Park
Mosque on 3 July 2017.

Mohammed Kozbar, Chairman and Director of Finsbury Park
Mosque read out a statement. To the victims, he said "we
can't imagine the pain and loss you feel; but our thoughts
and prayers are with you — and we are here for you.

Sarah Newton, MP and Parliamentary Under Secretary of
State for Vulnerability, Safeguarding and Counter Extremism,
said she was “struck by the strength of this community and
how it works together in unity” and that “it has never been
more important for the nation to stand together against
those who seek to divide”.

The Acting Bishop of London Bishop Pete Broadbent was
critical of some sections of the media and politicians:

‘we need to resist and counter some of what politicians

and media say — that our problems arise from a result of
immigration and religion, etc. There needs to be a counter-
narrative where we rejoice in the richness and diversity of our
society. The problem is not in the ‘other’ (migrants, faith) but
prejudicial bile that comes out of some media outlets”.

Shah Islam, representing the families of Makram Ali and other
victims, said that the attack was “a clear manifestation of hate
crime and Islamophobia”. But despite this, “as victims, we
hold no grudges against others as our religion teaches love
and peace; for indeed we are best as humans when we build
bridges, not walls".

Jeremy Corbyn, leader of Her Majesty’s Official Opposition
and local MP, said "the legacy of Makram Ali is that we all
stand together united” and that the "attack which sought

to divide us will never succeed’. He thanked all the faith
leaders who were present, including a callout to London Fo
Guang Shan for the support and representing Buddhism in
propagating peace and harmony.
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Dialogue with Director of
Westminster's Interfaith

On Monday 3rd July 2017, BLIA Sub-Chapter Advisor, Marcus
Chan had a religious dialogue with Deacon Revd Jon Dal
Din, who is also Director of Westminster's Interfaith for the
Diocese of Westminster.

Rev'd Jon Dal Din introduced the history of the Catholic
Church and how Church of England came about. He also
explained that Roman Catholic is a term used to differentiate
members of the Catholic Church in full communion with the
Pope in Rome from other Christians, such as Anglo-Catholics
and Independent Catholics. The Church of England is the
state church of England. The Archbishop of Canterbury

is the most senior cleric, although the monarch is the
supreme governor. He explained that the English church
renounced papal authority when Henry VIII failed to secure
an annulment of his marriage to Catherine of Aragon in the
1530s.

Rev'd Jon Dal Din praised London Fo Guang Shan for its
continue effort in supporting and participating in various
interfaith meetings. Through interfaith events, we practice
mutual respect and gain better understanding with other
religions. He stressed that it is important that we respect all
spiritual paths, practices and Divine wisdom in all people,
religions and spiritual traditions.
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Grenfell Tower Memorial
Service

The Grenfell Tower fire burned down 127 homes across

the 24th floor. This major event caused a lot of pain and
heartache for the victims. On 27th July , a memorial service
was held. London Fo Guang shan was invited to attend the
memorial service and conduct a short prayer service.

Ven. Miao Yuen and four Buddha's Light members attended
along with more than 20 different religious representatives.
Everyone expressed their sympathy with flowers and candles.
Representatives from each faith expressed their condolences
and care for the families.
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Commemorating Nagasaki
Day and Interfaith Peace
Walk

On 9th July 2017, under the invitation of Nipponzan Myohoji
Temple (The London Peace Pagoda) in Battersea Park,
Venerable Miao Yuen together with six BLIA members
attended the Nagasaki Day Peace walk. A service, organised
by Pax Christi (International Catholic Movement for Peace)
was held in the Westminster Cathedral crypt to recall
Blessed Franz Jagerstatter, an Austrian farmer and a Catholic
who was executed on 9 August 1943, for refusing to join
Hitler&#39;s army.

The service was followed by an interfaith Peace Walk to

the London Peace Pagoda in Battersea Park, for a Floating
Lantern Ceremony to commemorate the Anniversary for
victims of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and all wars. Reverend
G. Nagase together with Buddhists and Christians of many
denominations carrying peace banners and chanted NAMU
MYO HO REN GE KYO. The ceremony seeks to reflect on
the horrors of war in an atomic age and to pray together for
peace and harmony between all people and nations.

142
RBEGFL TERE



=

IRIF & FFF
SEhm IS

LSRR & BT IE B F(E @AM 220 AR —1T 8RR
160 TH2EHEMAMBIEILSEH > HHBTESRGHEE - B
RER RER HEERERRE  SFEEYIEMZERAL
REUDIRTT -

CEAME—TEZBEAREMR & » [RESARMLED
EEFERCEANE—THNEE - 1% SHEFSREE

- fRBHAILFEB_REIE > AEERHERESABGBRE
SEERYSAIZ D k*ﬂrﬁ?" 1BEE R EERIDET M
ZfER JFEER > WEEKG EEARMHER - HXEMN
AENNEREFTENOE - RESHER HERAI A S
o HBLER/\HEENS - FI8MTRD - R BIRETF ©

BREBSERIEGSFQES —HRBNS ILERERS
/L,\ %ﬁ%)\ RESHENMEEHICILEI200Z FhEHN
BERERE HREEREREREENES) fﬁﬁ‘é%ﬂ%ﬁﬁf
2048~ BRCILAOENRRARA - Rt SRR EL A R AR
Rl EFIERAIRIER - CEANESRE Bt EHE R
FFLNTIRRS ’E:;E#ﬁg‘%ﬁﬁ’?fﬂﬂﬁl 3 BB ZEHEN
A ESEHENSEZ TR RNOREEY SREMSHE
RAR#HH -

CEAMBEARMAERST NELMIRELENERIER
’ flﬁ.:%}i@i-i#"‘,ﬁ}iﬁmm?ﬁbﬂ3E79|IETI_}§%‘%¥}J¥E’\JB?%EI%{%EE.%’\J
FMEXBAERE  REEHGREENSHEREEHHTE > A
RFBHALIER %iﬁE’Jnﬁszﬁ,ﬁﬁﬁmiE.%ﬁlllﬂ&ﬂi-iﬁﬂﬂ fY

R

{DEAMEBR 20161 EBFthFF S M0 B A ILER O
RAEAEMEM - HEERMN SRR TR ERRCHE]
HHEBAER RMEERRIEFESID - FhIREBERTRLEEE
HIRPSERPEHRAERR 2 — KB -

I 90D EERVAMA K YT = AL E R b2 EN B 1 — D RVER
g REERARMBGBAILNEETRMEF<ABHRFHRE
1R>REEHR ~ < J%k.%ﬁﬁ’r?ﬁ%%%ﬁqﬂﬁjd B E s> » AR
F<FFRVERE > ~ RBAFBNIHE <2016 F FENRE>H(TE
AHGE ﬁ"‘lﬁliﬁm&ll BITsh A% » (CEANETMERET<
BERENSHELE-DVDHEEFER » EERBZEME
BREMERNZE

Abbot Ven. Ren Da of
Zhengjue Temple Visits
London Fo Guang Shan

Venerable Ren Da, Abbot of Zhengjue Temple in Shandong
Province in China together with Ven Miao Hai and devotees
of Zhengjue Temple visited London Fo Guang Shan Temple
on 16th September 2017 and were greeted by BLIA London
Advisor, Helen Ni and Salina Wong.

The guests were given a guided tour around the temple,
introducing the history of the temple and the activities
organised. London Fo Guang Shan plays a vital role in
promoting Humanistic Buddhism in London through culture,
education charity and cultivation.

After the tour, the guests enjoyed refreshments prepared
by the temple whilst discussing the important of inter-faith
dialogue and Ven. Master Hsing Yun visions of propagating
Humanistic Buddhism through sport, music and arts.
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Inviting East London
Mosque to attend “When
Buddha meets the Gods
Events” and “Love and
Peace Prayer Concert” at
Fo Guang Shan Monastery
in Kaohsiung, Taiwan.

On 17th November 2017, Abbess of London Fo Guang Shan,
Ven. Miao Shiang together with Ven. Miao Lung and BLIA
London Chapter President, Alex Lee visited East London
Mosque. They were greeted by the newly elected CEO, Mr
Nozmul Hussain who showed them around the Mosque.
He explained that the Mosque was built in 1985 and can
accommodate up to 5000 people.

The main purpose of the visit is to formally invite Imam
Nasim Ahmed & Dr. Abdula Falig to attend "When Buddha
meets the Gods Events” and “Love and Peace Prayer
Concert” at Fo Guang Shan Monastery in Kaohsiung, Taiwan
on 25th December 2017. Abbess, Ven Miao Shiang also
expressed that she hopes that in the future there will be
more opportunities for the Youth members of both the
Temple and the Mosque to exchange dialogues to foster
better understanding and learn from each other.
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Celebrating Christmas
with neighbouring
Churches

On 17th December 2017, Venerables Chueh Yun, Miao
Yuen, Miao Lung with other 19 members of BLIA, YAD and
Bodhi Garden took the opportunity of sharing Christmas
celebration by visiting All Saints Church. Vicar of All Saints
Church, Father Alan Moses expressed his joy and gratitude
for the visit. He said that compassion and love has no
borders, and so it is important to continue promoting
community harmony and care.

The next day, Venerable Chueh Yun also led 7 BLIA members
to the neighbouring Jesus Centre to present Christmas
gifts and blessings. The center's housekeeping coordinator,
Terry Thompsett shared the centre’s history, operations and
progress over the last ten years. Both Terry and Venerable
Chueh Yun expressed the intention to interact more in the
near future.
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London Fo Guang Shan
join United Nations World
Religious Harmony Week

This year, the UN World Interfaith Harmony Week was held
from 1st to 7th February. Abbess Ven.Miao Shiang, Ven. Miao
Lung and BLIA President Alex Lee went to Walthamstow
Town Hall to participate in the interfaith event which also
included a fashion show to showcase the different attire
worn by the various faiths during prayers. Representatives
from eight religions gathered together and expressed their
view on peace and harmony in different ways, such as
speaking, singing, dancing, and artistic display.

Councillor Yemi Osho, Mayor of Waltham Forest encouraged
all religions to have more tolerance and respect, especially in
big cities like London, where dialogue and communication
between multiple faiths is very important. Shaykh Ghlulam
Rabbani, Founder and President of Faizan e Islam, read
teachings from the Koran, to let everyone understand that
peace and unity are the missions of all faiths.

Ven. Miao Shiang explained the significance of the different
Buddhist robes worn by the monastics and lay people. She
also introduced the Three Acts of Goodness campaign,
which is to Do Good Deeds, Speak Good Words and

Think Good Thoughts, which corresponds with the Two
Commandments ‘Love of the Good, and Love of the
Neighbour" added by World Interfaith Harmony. She asked
everyone to work hand in hand to sow these seeds of
goodness, to benefit both ourselves and others.

At this interfaith event, the different faith groups had the
opportunity to understand similar beliefs of peace and
harmony, and also helped to build bridges of inter-religious
friendship.
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Chinese New Year
Greetings from Wat Phra
Dhammakaya London

On 10th February 2018, Venerable Phramaha Suriyan Amaro
together with four volunteers from Wat Phra Dhammakaya
London came to London Fo Guang Shan to send their
Chinese New Year greetings. Abbess, Ven Miao Shiang, BLIA
London Chapter Advisor, Veronica Wetten and President,
Alex Lee together with YAD Sumagadhi Lecturer Roxanna
Pang welcomed the guests.

After paying respect to the Buddha in the main shrine,
Venerables and members of both the temples sat down to
have a dialogue and exchange ideas. Ven Amaro mentioned
that on each visit to London Fo Guang Shan, both temples
get to learn from each other and exchange ideas of how
each temple promotes and propagates Buddhism. Through
London Fo Guang Shan's facebook page, they were
impressed by the vast varieties of exciting activities held every
year attracting members from all generations to take part.

Ven Amaro praised Abbess Ven Miao Shiang for her excellent
leadership in running the temple. Ven Miao Shiang replied

by saying that the success of running the activities at the
temple is through bringing together Fo Guang members of
all generation as a big family with trust and respect.

President Alex Lee shared his experience by saying that it is
important to ensure members feel that they are part of it and
have sense of belonging and responsibility. YAD Sumagadhi
Lecturer Roxanna Pang said that the Bodhi Garden children
come to the temple every Sunday to learn about Buddhism
and hence all the classes must be linked to the Dharma.
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