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London Fo Guang Shan

Established in 1992, London Fo Guang Shan Temple is an active centre of Buddhist worship and
teaching in the Mahayana tradition. It is one of the 200 worldwide branches of Fo Guang Shan
Monastery founded in Taiwan by Venerahle Master Hsing Yun in 1967.

The Temple propagates the Dharma (Buddhist Teachings) of Humanistic Buddhism advocated
by the Venerable Master. Humanistic Buddhism is a madern Buddhist philosophy. Its goal is to
live the Bodhisattva way. Bodhisattvas are energetic and enlighten beings who strive to help us
liberate ourselves. Humanistic Buddhism places strong emphasis on making Buddhism relevant
in contemporary society by bringing it into all aspects of our daily lives.

In the same year, the Buddha's Light International Association (BLIA) London was horn. This
is a Lay Buddhists group also formed by Venerable Master Hsing Yun for lay practitioners to
join in the propagation of the Buddha’s teachings under the guidance of monastics. The BLIA
headquarter is in Los Angeles, California, USA. In every temple of Fo Guang Shan in the world,
there is a BLIA chapter within it to assist the temple in spreading the Dharma.

London Fo Guang Shan Temple aspires to create a Pure Land on Earth. Housed in a Grade II*
listed building in the central of London city, London Fo Guang Shan Temple is a remarkable
example of high Victorian polychromatic architecture by one of the UK's most significant
Victorian architects, William Butterfield. Only a few minutes away from Oxford Street, the
Temple provides a sanctuary from the stresses of urhan life. Spanning four floors, the

Temple consists of the Main Shrine, two additional Shrines for Avalokitesvara (Guan Yin Pusa)
Bodhisattva and for Ksitigarbha (Di Zang Pusa) Bodhisttva, A meditation hall, a refectory and a
library.

Over two decades, London Fo Guang Shan Temple and its affiliated association have actively
fulfilled their role in spreading the Dharma of Humanistic Buddhism based on the four
principles initiated by the Venerahle Master:

* Propagating Dharma through Cultural Activities

« Fostering talents through education

« Benefiting society through Philanthropic Programme

* Purifying human hearts and minds through Buddhist practices

(BRI
London Fo Guang Shan Activities Report
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Bi= | Foreword %%

Auspicious Greetings

Time has flown by and it has been 25 years since the establishment

of London Fo Guang Shan Temple in 1992. If we were to compare this

to a person; then 25 years is already an adult. If it was a person who
has been brought up in the temple, then they will be a talented Dharma
propagator. 2016-2017 has been an important year as Buddha's Light
members all over the world have been celebrating the 50th anniversary
of Fo Guang Shan, and of course London Fo Guang Shan Temple also
played her part. Hence, London Fo Guang Shan Temple also organised

a series of activities and events such as Master Hsing Yun’s One Stroke
Calligraphy Exhibition, “Let’s talk about FGS™ by veteran members of the
temple, and also the unforgettable trip to Taiwan for the Bodhi Garden
students and parents. They visited our FGS headquarters and also
branch temples around Taiwan, and at the Five Harmonies pagoda they
held a special adulthood ceremony for 4 of the students and birthday
celebration for the people born in August. The trip allowed everyone to
see, feel and truly experience the practice of Humanistic Buddhism at Fo
Guang Shan, which is “what the Buddha taught, what the people need
and what is beautiful and pure.”

Throughout the last year London Fo Guang Shan continued to focus on Fo
Guang Shan’s objective of propagating the Dharma through education and
culture. Fo Guang Shan branch temples in Europe joined together for the
Fa Hua Institute programme, Bodhi Garden students organised fundraising
for their educational funds and also arranged educational trips to Taiwan
Fo Guang Shan Headquarters and also to FGS France, the Headquarters

in Europe. This year, London Fo Guang Shan also achieved great results
in art competitions organised by Fo Guang Shan Headquarters, China and
Westminster Faith Exchange. Other educational and cultural activities
included promoting the Three Acts of Goodness in local schools, outdoor
youth activities, and also youth activities at the temple to learn about
Chinese culture. BBC radio 4 also made a special visit to London Fo
Guang Shan to record an interview at the premises. Ven. Jue Qian and
Ven. Miao Guang hoth gave Dharma talks in English and an English
Speaking Dharma Teachers workshop was held in March. Dr. Sorsan Lim
from Singapore also gave a health talk at the temple. A highlight of this
year was the six forums on the book “Humanistic Buddhism, Holding

True to the Original Intents of Buddha.” BLIA, YAD and Bodhi Garden took
turns to host the panel discussions in Chinese and English. This year,
London Fo Guang Shan also organised two Buddhist examinations and the
study groups in Chinese and English are regularly held at the temple or
local coffee shops. For the first London Fo Guang Shan was invited to the
Houses of Parliament for a Chinese New Year Blessing Ceremony and also
for the Dunhuang Exhibition at the Princes School of Traditional Arts. One
of the most important events was the donation of the Encyclopaedia of
Buddhist Arts and Fo Guang Dictionary to the British Library.

In terms of cultivation there is now the monthly prostration of the

Heart Sutra, and in addition to detention centres there is also Dharma
propagation in prisons. This year the funds raised at the Big Fun Run
was also donated to the charity, Children with Cancer. During the terrible
terrorist attacks, London Fo Guang Shan temple also joined other faiths
in vigils to commemorate the victims, and also participated in the
blessing to honour the Chinese Labour Corps in World War I.

This year was also the first time that London Fo Guang Shan was invited
to speak at the Central London Mosque during their Iftar event, where
the Master’s concept of the “Five Harmonies” was shared with everyone,
and also the first time performing at the music festival at the British
museum.

Thank you to all the Buddha’s Light members in London who have worked
so hard and stepped out into the community to create with others,
enabling the teachings of Humanistic Buddhism to be more widespread to
the local communities. Without everyone’s dedication and co-operation,
there would not be such a remarkable and significant annual report.

May all Buddha's Light members continue to work hard for the next 50
years of Fo Guang Shan, and apart from the existing methods of Dharma
propagation, we need to expand and propagate the Dharma through
sports, arts, and music to allow people from all walks of life to know
about Buddhism, to help build a pure land on Earth.

Lastly, | would like to share some words from Master Hsing Yun about
education, “Everyone needs to know that the Buddhist College is like

a cradle for the Dharma propagating Sangha. It requires the support
from everyone. Now, it is even more important that we place emphasis
on the FGS Institute of Humanistic Buddhism , where the focus is on

the education of the Sangha, devotees, youth, children etc. The future
leader of Fo Guang Shan must remember that only by valuing education
will there be a bright future for Fo Guang Shan. We need to nurture
talented Dharma propagators that are all-rounded. We need to progress
with time, and understand the importance of international propagation,
attracting local people to practice Buddhism in order to achieve the
localisation of Buddhism, so that the local people can help in Dharma
propagation. In order for Buddhism to flourish, it is vital to understand
the importance of education. It is the root to the successful propagation
of Buddhism. Without education and the estahlishment of educational
institutions, it would be very different for Buddhism to develop. It is only
through valuing education that there will be bright prospects and hope
for Buddhism. It is only through valuing education that there will be the
causes and conditions for the liberation of sentient beings.”

Ven. Miao Shiang
Abbess of London Fo Guang Shan Temple 20/08/2017
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Bodhi Garden visit to
Isle of Wight

On 23rd July, Bodhi Garden students along with the Venerables, parents,
teachers and volunteers set off to explore Isle of Wight, a small island in
South East England. On this bright and sunny day, the group of over 40
people joyfully embarked on this 3 hour journey to visit this well-known
island.

On arrival, everyone travelled by bus to a park in the city centre and
enjoyed the beautiful scenery along the way. After a picnic lunch in the
park, it was time to visit the world famous Needles. Everyone went on
the iconic chairlift which transported them from the cliff-top above Alum
Bay down to the beach below, whilst being able to grab a hird’s eye view
of the multi-coloured sand cliffs of Alum Bay and the stunning turquoise
waters.

This was not just a fun day out in the sun for the children hut also an
opportunity to experience the fascinating history, stunning geology and
the culture of the island.

han Activities Report
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Bodhi Garden visits Zoo in Taipei

The Bodhi Garden root-seeking trip to Taiwan was not only filled with
trips to the temples but also an educational trip to the Taipei Zoo on

17th August, sponsored hy BLIA London, Subchapter 2. The first stop

at the zoo was of course to see the world famous pandas, TuanTuan

and YuanYuan. This was also a good opportunity to teach the children
about endangered species as there are now less than 2000 pandas in the
world.

BLIA London Subchapter 2 President Marcus Chan expressed his joy at
seeing the children learn so much at the zoo. He stated that the Master
always reminds us that we must “foster talent through education”

and based on this principle BLIA London Subchapter 2 will continue to
sponsor one Bodhi Garden activity each year.
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BLIA YAD Amazing Race to
welcome new members

On 15th Octoher 2016, BLIA YAD London organised their first Amazing
Race to welcome new youths to the temple. Many of the participants
were in their first year of studying in London and not very familiar with
the city, so this was a good opportunity for YAD members to be the host
to introduce them to the temple, youth group and London.

The day started with a tour of the temple led by YAD Vice President
Rachel Yip, who introduced the history of the temple and YAD. The
group were then split into teams for a round of icebreaking games to
get to know each other better. Soon, everyone was ready to start the
amazing race. The goal of the race was to reach designated tourist
sites in London and complete tasks before they could get the clues for
the next location. The last stop for the race was of course, London Fo
Guang Shan Temple. Everyone enjoyed a relaxing dinner together and
Ven. Chueh Yun gave prizes to the winning team and welcomed all the
newcomers to join YAD.
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BLIA - YAD Christmas Party

As the end of year approaches, BLIA YAD London members took the
opportunity to hold a year-end gathering at the temple. At 6pm on 19th
November 2016, youths began to arrive at the temple, all with gifts in
their hands ready for a fun-packed evening.

Former YAD President CY Tan and his wife Imelda organised the evening
and CY opened the party by presenting gifts to the current committee

to thank them for their devotion and hard work throughout the year.
Chef Lily prepared a scrumptious dinner of Malaysian curry and ltalian
Spaghetti for the youth. The evening ended with gift exchanging and also
Karaoke and games for everyone to relax, have fun and get to know each
other better.
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Director-General of the
Transportation Bureau of
Kaohsiung City visits
London Fo Guang Shan

On 17th November 2016, Mr. Ching-Fu Chen, Director-General of the
Transportation Bureau of Kaohsiung City visited London Fo Guang Shan
Temple. Ven. Chueh Yun and BLIA member Lisa Lin welcomed him and
gave him a tour of the temple. Mr. Chen explained that he visited London
Fo Guang Shan Temple in 2005 and really enjoyed it. As he was flying
to Morocco for the UN Climate Change Conference, he made sure that he
also paid a special visit to London and Fo Guang Shan Temple.
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Bodhi Garden Christmas Party

In the UK, Christmas is a festive season for friends and families to

get together and reunite. For the Bodhi Garden students, this is also

a time for everyone to come together and reflect on the year, to be
grateful for all the wonderful causes and conditions and to celebrate
the achievements throughout the year. On 11th December 2016, Bodhi
Garden held it's annual year-end Christmas party which was attended
by 90 people including students, parents, teachers and volunteers. The
theme for this year's party was “Gratitude”.

The party began with some games and team-building activities. The
surprise for the afternoon was a Christmas pantomime of “Cinderella”
performed by the teachers and parents. The adults let go of their normal
strict expressions and went all out to present a humorous performance
for the children and it was very well received by all the students, with
laughter all round.

During the dinner party, a video of the past years activities was played
to remind the students of all the fun activities and learning opportunities
that they have experienced over the past year. The students prepared a
short performance of the song “A Life of Gratitude” to thank the temple,
venerables, teachers, volunteers and parents for all that they have done
for them. The Venerables presented gifts and awards to the students
with outstanding attendance and achievements. The evening ended with
gift exchanges and an appearance from Santa Claus.
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Bodhi Garden Spring Term
Begins

After the Christmas holidays, students of Bodhi Garden started the
spring term on 8th January 2017. Over 30 students joyfully returned to
the temple to enjoy the first class of 2017. Teacher Roxy reminded the
students that a new year is like a new start. It is a time for us to change
our bad habits and set new vows and aspirations. Master Hsing Yun's
calligraphy for this year is “Rising Dawn of Success” , symholising the
rooster that crows at the crack of dawn to awaken the world, and start
the day. This year is the year of the rooster, and the Master gives us his
blessings of soaring aspirations and good reputation.

Teacher Rachel Law also taught an origami session, showing the students
how to fold roosters. After the class, the roosters were displayed on

the Bodhi Garden door to add festive spirit for the upcoming Chinese

New Year. Everyone also gathered on the front step of the temple, with
the Venerables, BLIA members and BLIA YAD members to pre-record a
Chinese New Year greeting video.
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London Fo Guang Shan visits
Chinatown to bring Chinese New
Year Blessings

Throughout the years, London Fo Guang Shan has built and maintained a
good relationship with many of the businesses in Chinatown. Every year,
as Chinese New Year approaches, Venerables and representatives of the
temple and BLIA visit Chinatown to bring blessing and well-wishes for
the New Year. On 12th January 2017,

12 members visited these restaurants and businesses and gifted

them with the Master Hsing Yun's Chinese New Year “A Rising Dawn of
Success” calligraphy poster; and thanked the restaurants for providing
donations of food and refreshments, and also the hair salons for
providing a hair and make-up service for the temple’s annual Buddha’s
Birthday event. The Venerables thanked the businesses for their support
throughout the year and wished them happiness, fortune and good health
for the coming year.
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Saying Goodbye to the Old Year
and Bringing in the New Year

At 9pm on Chinese New Years Eve, the Venerables of London Fo Guang
Shan Temple led the devotees in a service to hid farewell to the past
year. As the clock struck midnight, nearly 500 people joined the first
morning chanting service of the new year. Everyone gathered in the
temple, to sincerely offer the first incense and read the Master’s prayer
for a New Year.

After the service, Ven. Miao Shiang shared Master Hsing Yun’s blessing
calligraphy with everyone. She said that the Master has been writing
these Chinese New Year words every year since 2007 and this year’s
are “A Rising Dawn of Success.” She said that the Master, although he
cannot see but he is still determined to write.

He not only writes these words, but he actually puts them into practice.
She encouraged everyone to have the determination and perseverance
like the Master which will help us to overcome all challenges. The
Venerables then distributed the calligraphy posters and red packets to all
the visitors.
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Chinese New Year Celebrations
at the Temple

On the first day of the new year, hundreds of devotees and visitors gathered at
the temple to begin the year by joining the Homage to the Thousand Buddha's
Dharma Service. Ven. Chueh Yun reminded everyone that often people like to
light candles during the new year, but what is even more important is to light
the lamp of our hearts. This lamp should be an everlasting one that illuminates
ourselves and others and we can do this by practising the “Ten Practices” and
“Four Givings.”

During such a festive time, many chinese people reunite with friends and family
and visit the temple to experience the traditions of Chinese New Year. At the
entrance of the temple, there is a wishing pond and wishing area where visitors
can make their wishes and aspirations for the new year. Also there is Master
Hsing Yun's One Stroke Calligraphy Exhibition, Tea Zen, Sutra Transcription and
many more Chinese cultural activities for all visitors to experience.

B34
REGHEWL TIERS



EHSTESENSED
RIS 2N

REF T2 B BIRA A\ A S ESRINNEEE
FUEE) - —(T20IHABBE  BFELIRSRENRER
SIBEYEEMNEER T - ZLEBXEDNEE - e
WEESHREENS - ATNEREZIAMN - YroAeAYE
SAEM

HEeSBERBNEAEREERSEEMEES  GIEA
HEDD ~ FHABDIFBRARERPED - BRSESIE
REESM2RNENMREPNRES - BEIEHES
REMBRUNEE - ZBEHFIWER VeronicoBEENT4BR
FEEHBEG - VeronicaRGRPZESEM » B/IVESBRAR
i RE—ORFBVEE - BHEREME KE=HhD> B
I o TaIEERT Dl hEELAES 2IRZ B T R R

RIERCUZRZ2IREE - BABS IR ARARISHLE
EnEIRES LIS ZEBHHERSRATE © I ERLEDIEETARER
ROATIE ° NBEBERER/ARBENFCLAFHELEEZAE -
HRRISREMEFITRNES - BEEMEROREITREL -
ESREMNARIDE -

HEFTFEARROUR/AZTINEEEANN ROBHRESO
 IBABINE AN IR BB RS 845 » R
RAL B ATIBEIE/ EERIT = 1500814 » B ARLARE
ISR HES - DREEROARENABREG D RRERE
BRI OISR B AP - ARSI
=

EMSMEFEPAENREEARZA > RSELRTEK
BBV E/D RN FEMIN - )R1297F5<T
REREAEEREH  FAREERSLL -

WA BRII25FR - B—REEHAZ RS
BEIZETITRED » ARKE - 2REIASHENS © M2
BHSIEHECUABHMTBGEEILHREA - BN
EETAEE A\ AT EHERE - WWEHE NS EZ A ABGFHZIE

g )
LN

Chinese Lunar New Year
Celebration at Houses of
Parliament

London Fo Guang Shan was invited to attend the first Chinese Lunar New
Year celebration at the Houses of Parliament on 4th February 2017.

Abbess Venerable Miao Shiang, Venerable Chueh Yun, Venerahle Miao
Yuan, Venerahle Miao Lung together with 16 BLIA members, YAD & Bodhi
Garden children led the congregation by holding a LED candle, chanting
the Medicine Buddha’s name and reading Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s
Prayer for the Offering of Light.

Venerable Miao Shiang and Venerable Chueh Yun distributed red packets
with Master’s Dharma words alongside His Chinese New Year “Rising
Dawn of Success” calligraphy poster to all the participants.
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Representative David Yung-Lo Lin
visits London Fo Guang Shan

On 6th February 2017, Representative David Yung-Lo Lin from the Taipei
Representative Office and his wife paid a special visit to the temple.
Venerahles Miao Shiang, Chueh Yun and Miao Lung , BLIA London
President Alex Lee welcomed the guests and gave them a tour of the
temple. Representative Lin was particularly interested in the Master’s
Calligraphy and Ven. Miao Shiang explained to him the arigin of the
One-Stroke Calligraphy. He also praised the location of London Fo Guang
Shan Temple and the poster at the entrance with the guiding principles
by Master Hsing Yun. He thought that the Four Givings are very good
guidelines for every office. The visit ended after a vegetarian lunch
meeting at the temple dining hall.
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BBC Radio 4 Recording at London Fo Guang Shan

On 16th March, Dixi Stewart, an executive producer at BBC Radio 4 visited London Fo Guang Shan with her team to record a short interview for their
show called The |deas That Make Us. In the series they explore Buddhist ideas of hope and mindfulness and the chose to record at the temple as they
think that Fo Guang Shan Temple is the perfect place to discuss such a topic. Coincidentally on that day there was also a Dharma service and Dixi
commented that the chanting in the background was a beautiful addition to their recording.

(ANEIREFREIE

i E2 =) —= =)
SEEIEe R

SeatAzli) &8

AEYEBREERE  MIERE/)ER3IF26BHIEEE -
{EXEEIR - ARENRGR LG - Z5th3sE (52
PIRAZZ] BEH £ NMASERE  BRsEEARR
BIE «<RKBASLY - RESEENEI)HSeRAERE
BEIWEBLE - ZSPINMEFEMEIE @ EAZXERE= -
PFEINISIBRIETIOR

ERMEMEDZZIEE T SREZSHERENMERRIVE
8 > ISR BEEHSESIOAZIVARITE - RO
AR TOIRIREINTE @ SIRRLERREER - hEmLES -
AEAZRRBESAOT - AERNSN/IEEAREZSFITZEN
RBEVLFZEED - &I NERAITTAN ©

BROED S EEREEREES/) HROETHEEN
BREE > WL - BEENEEREEHEL  HHNBAKR
ZSHIRIRNE - B EIRSPIIZEEHERZEIZS IR

SEEZSPIRSENHENC—  TLIRFRBRNEES -
ZSPIEMRER - HRUSFHIVIHR - BEAESENIRR—EW
EBSBOIVERIER © [EBRF—RHRPIHER - F3RE
WRIR—ESRES | | 9mmIDaniellez  INIRSERIZEHES -
HEMSSEED/)V\WERREOEY) - W, © 1545
QFEZREASIZIE !

338 ®
REGHEWL TIERS



GBI RYIEARD « BZOAED - YEEABIAIRIZGED
BIYCAENER S EIE - DIRE AN PRI S IRENFISE
& o (ERIABISHIZS - [ZRBVEBPEBRER
HHEEEZIR > AR EERERZIRMOAINRER -
] BRI PIMHEEAEE > ZIRRE  SHEiR  ZE
TEHREHRNEE  WRBARBERSHSRED -

Bodhi Garden Learn to Bake Egg
Tarts for Mother’s Day

This year the UK Mother's Day fell on 26th March. Bodhi Garden
especially invited BLIA London Advisor Salina Wong to teach the students
how to make the traditional hong kong style egg tarts. She explained
that the round shape of the tart represents unity and the sweet filling
represents love for our parents. She reminded the children to bake with
love which will definitely be felt hy their mothers.
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Annual Buddha’s Birthday
Celebrated by over 2000 people

On 13th May 2017, London Fo Guang Shan held an annual Buddha’s
Birthday Celebration in Leicester Square Garden, an event listed in the
Westminster City Council’s calendar.

The morning started with a colourful parade around Chinatown which
was joined by The Lord Mayor of Westminster, Councillor Steve Summers,
Representative of the Democratic People’s Republic of China Taipei
Representative Office in the UK, David Lin and his wife, Jon Dal Din of
Westminster Interfaith, President of the World Congress of Faiths, Dr.
Marcus Braybrooke and other 37 religious and political representatives.
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After the parade, Venerahles from London Fo Guang Shan led the
congregation into a chanting service and prayer for World Peace.
Venerable Miao Shiang then led the guests to bathe the Baby Buddha.
The Temple also arranged a variety of cultural activities for the public to
enjoy such as: Tea Ceremony, Chinese calligraphy, Buddhist souvenirs,
baby and student blessing ceremony.

In addition to all of this, members of the BLIA, YAD & Bodhi Garden put
together a series of performances with the highlight being the self-
directed musical “Life of the Buddha”. To show our unity, the generations
of London Fo Guang Shan came together to perform the sign song title
“Faith” which attracted a large audience.
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London Fo Guang Shan’s
Open Day

As part of the Buddha’s birthday celebration, London Fo Guang Shan
organised an open day on T4th May. The open day started with a
service lead by Abbess, Venerable Miao Shiang. It attracted nearly 500
people from different ethnic backgrounds to join in a variety of different
activities including: bathing the Buddha, tea ceremony, international
vegetarian food fair, Sutra transcription and Chinese paper cutting Art
Exhibition.

In addition to these activities, the afternoon was filled with a series of
cultural performances. It was led by the traditional Lion Dance performed
by the Fo Guang troupe followed by “The Life of the Buddha” play brought
by the children of Bodhi Garden. Other performances included: traditional
Burmese dance, Tai Chi fan dance, a GuQin performance and a song sung
by the YAD choir.

To end all these performances the different generations, made from
Bodhi Garden, YAD and BLIA came together and performed in sign song
titled “faith’. This annual event has proven to be popular and has helped
promote Humanistic Buddhism and allowed others to experience the
diverse multi-cultural activities.
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London Fo Guang Shan Attend
Opening Ceremony of Dunhuang
Exhibition

A special exhibition featuring replica paintings and sculptures from the
Mogao and Yulin caves in the Dunhuang region was held in the Prince’s
School of Traditional Art. The organisers especially invited the Venerables
of London Fo Guang Shan Temple to visit the exhibition on 15th May,
before the opening to hold a blessing ceremony.

Specialist researcher of the Dunhuang region Dr. Lu also gave them an
exclusive guided tour around the exhibition. He explained each piece
of art and also showed them an exact, hand-painted replica of Mogao
Cave 3. In the evening, the Venerables and representatives of London
Fo Guang Shan Temple also returned to the exhibition for the official
opening ceremony.
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First My Westminster Meeting
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On 15th May, Venerahle Miao Shiang, BLIA Advisor Helen Ni and

YAD Executive Roxanna Pang attended the first meeting for the My
Westminster Day. The meeting was hosted by Clir Nickie Allen who
explained the objective and reason for the event which will be held

on 18th June. After the opening, potential participants and organisers
discussed possibilities for the event and exchanged ideas. Ven. Miao
Shiang confirmed that London Fo Guang Shan Temple will definitely be
interested in participating in this event, in order to reach out to more
people and let the community know about Fo Guang Shan.
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BLIA YAD Learn to Make
Glutinous Rice Dumplings

The Dragon Boat Festival is a very important festival in the Chinese
culture and eating rice dumplings is a very traditional custom as part

of the the festival. On 27th May, BLIA YAD London organised a cooking
class to learn how to make the dumplings. They invited chef Lily to teach
the youth how to prepare, wrap and cook the dumplings. Whilst waiting
for the dumplings to cook, BLIA YAD London President also shared the
history and other traditional customs of the Dragon Boat Festival.
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Talk on “Dream of the Red
Chamber”

On 28th May 2017, London Fo Guang Shan Temple invited Ms. Tian

Kuan to give a talk on the Chinese classical story “Dream of the Red
Chamber”. Ms. Kuan made comparisons from the hook to the life of the
Buddha story and explained to the audience that there are many Buddhist
concepts in the hook. At the end of the talk, Ven. Chueh Yun thanked Ms.
Kuan for her sharing and encouraged the audience to practice Buddhism
in every part of daily life and maintain a positive attitude at all times.
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Buddha's Light Members
Appreciate Chinese Buddhist Art

Dr. Wang Yin, Initiator & Founder of Dunhuang Culture Promation
Foundation invited members of London Fo Guang Shan temple to visit
the Dunhuang exhibition and join their Dragon Boat Festival celebrations.
On 30th May, Ven Miao Shiang led the group of 30 people, including
Venerahles and devotees to The Prince’s School of Traditional Arts to
attend the event.

The Venerables held a special blessing service, leading everyone to chant
the Great Compassion Mantra whilst circumambulating the exhibition.
After the service, there were a series of performances and activities

to promote chinese arts and traditions such as Dunhuang dance, pipa
performance, chinese painting and Fo Guang Shan also brought along the
Master Hsing Yun's calligraphy ink rubbing.
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My Westminster Day

The Westminster City Council organised its first My Westminster Day

on Sunday 18th June at Paddington Recreation Ground. This event also
marks the Great Get Together, where neighbours join part of a national
celebration of everything we have in common, in memory of Jo Cox MP.
London Fo Guang Shan and BLIA London were invited to join the event
celebrating the diversity of Westminster’s special neighbourhoods and
people, whilst at the same time recognising the important of unity as one
community in the heart of London.

London Fo Guang Shan had an exhibition area where we demonstrated
our traditions such as: tea ceremony, Chinese calligraphy workshap,
Chinese ‘pipa’ music whilst at the same time promoting Humanistic
Buddhism. Many members of the public took the time to queue up to have
their names illustrated out in Chinese calligraphy.
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Bodhi Garden Celebrates
Father’s Day

In the eyes of many children, their father is like a superhero that looks
after them and protects them. Therefore, this year Bodhi Garden children
made special superhero bags for their fathers as Father’s Day gifts.

On 18th June, Fang Lee and her fellow students at the Architecture
Association once again came to teach the Bodhi Garden class. They
prepared stencils of various superheros for the students to choose

from to print onto their bags. After the hody had been printed, the AA
students then guided the children to draw their father’s face onto the
body to complete the bag. Many of the fathers were very pleased with
the special handmade gift from their children.
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Collaboration with the
British Library

The British Library is known for its vast collection of printed material
including books, manuscripts, journals, newspapers, magazines, prints
and drawings. As a national library, they are required to keep a copy of
every published book in the UK and Ireland, so their collection grows
at an exponential rate every year. When it comes to taking in donated
books, they have to consider its value and worth carefully.

So it is great honor that three sets of books, the Encyclopedia of
Buddhist Arts both Chinese and English editions and the Fo Guang
Buddhist Dictionary, all published by Fo Guang Shan were accepted into
the prestigious collection of the British Library.

A meeting was arranged where Kristian Jensen, Head of Collections and
Curation, officially welcomed the FGS team headed by Ven. Ruchang,
Director of the Buddha Museum, Ven. Man Chien, President of Fo Guang
Shan Overseas Executive Council and Ven. Miao Shiang, Abbess of London
Fo Guang Shan Temple.

At this meeting, the visitors from FGS were given a private showing

of some precious items from the Stein Collection as well as various
manuscripts from their East Asian Collection. To the delight of the

staff, the visitors were immediately able to identify the artefacts and
provide insightful knowledge that only those who practice and immerse
themselves in Buddhism could know.

During the presentation and talks, it was made clear that they were
interested in a joint collaboration with the monastics of Fo Guang Shan to
study the Buddhist scriptures that they house in their collection.
Hopefully, Buddhist culture and the community as a whole can benefit
from this collaboration.
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Ven. You Lu delivers a class to
Bodhi Garden Students

Bodhi Garden students were very fortunate to have invited Ven. You Lu
from the Fo Guang Shan Buddha Museum International Affairs Team to
give them a class on Fo Guang Shan and the Buddha Museum.

Ven. You Lu used multimedia such as videos to introduce the Life of

the Buddha, the history of Fo Guang Shan and the origin of the Buddha
Museum. The children watched and listened attentively and particularly
enjoyed the aerial filming of the Buddha Museum. Ven. You Lu reminded
everyone that when they visit the Buddha Museum, they should use
their heart to feel and appreciate every part of it as it is now not only a
famous landmark in Kaohsiung, Taiwan but also a classic Buddhist site
created by Master Hsing Yun.
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Bodhi Garden Students visit Ilan

On 18th August 2016, students from Bodhi Garden visited Lanyang
temple in Ilan. Through touring the temple and watching a video, they
learnt about how Master Hsing Yun first arrived in Taiwan and began
propagating Buddhism in Ilan and then establishing Fo Guang Shan.

The group was warmly welcomed by the Venerables at the temple. After
paying respects to the Buddha and some group photos, Venerahle Miao
Pu gave everyone a tour of the temple. She said “When Master Hsing Yun
first arrived in Taiwan from China, he began propagating the Dharma here
in Ilan; and from here he took one step at a time and finally founded Fo
Guang Shan. That's why Ilan is the root for all Fo Guang members, and
LanYang temple is where all Fo Guang members can seek their roots!”
The Venerahle explained the history of the temple and stated that when
Master first went there, the temple was called Leiyin Temple. The visit
ended with a tour around the Master Hsing Yun Jubilee Exhibition, where
Teacher Roxy explained each photo and exhibiting item to let the students
have a deeper understand of the Grand Master.
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Bodhi Garden - Life Exploration
at LingShan Temple

On 18th August, Bodhi Garden students visited LingShan Temple to
discover themselves and explore life. LingShan Temple is very famous
for its Life Discovery course and for the children it was a completely new
experience. During their short stay up in the mountains, the students had
the opportunity to appreciate nature and look deeper into the meaning of
life. With the guidance of Venerable Jue Nian, they completed a variety
of activities to allow them to understand how valuable life is. Even the
accompanying parents learnt from the wonderful experience.

There were many activities including crossing the bridge by balancing

on a narrow heam, team building games, walking barefoot through

the stream, three-legged race, tasting different flavours of water to
represent the stages in life: such as sweet, sour, hitter and chilli and
many more thought-provoking exercises. Parents were told not to help
their children and to let them learn to he independent and at the same
time the parents were learning to let go. Everyone realised that although
some of the activities were difficult and at times the children wanted to
give up, however with the Venerables encouragement, everyone managed
to complete each task. Each exercise taught an important moral and
Ven. Jue Nian led a reflection session after each game to encourage
everyone to think amount the profound meaning of life, emphasising the
importance of hoth |0 and EQ.
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Bodhi Garden visits children’s
home and schools in Taiwan

During the summer of 2016, Bodhi Garden students organised a trip to
Taiwan which also included visits to DaCi Children’s home, Little Star
School and CiHang Kindergarten. The purpose of the visits was for the
students to see and learn about the Fo Guang Shan schools and homes
for children. There was a short exchange with the children at DaCi
Children’s Home where they were taught actions to the Three Acts of
Goodness song, had a tour around the home and the students of Bodhi
Garden even led a morning chanting session. At the Little Star School,
they learnt Zentangle art and at CiHang Kindergarden the students learnt
to play the drum.
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Bodhi Garden Students at the
Buddha Museum

Venerable Miao Shiang, Venerable Miao Duo and Teacher Roxy led the
group of Bodhi Garden Students to visit the Buddha Museum on several
occasions throughout their stay in Taiwan. The Great Buddha at the Fo
Guang Shan Buddha Museum, amazing architecture, heautiful scenery,
and wonderful exhibitions and displays are just some of the many things
that attracted the children and made them truly fall in love with the
place.

The students particularly enjoyed the 3D and 4D interactive cartoons
which were not only fun to watch but also very meaningful. The Life of
the Buddha 4D cartoon bought the story of the Buddha to life, and many
of the students were so touched that it bought them to tears. With the
guidance of the Venerables, the Bodhi Garden students visited all the
pagodas, the Great Buddha and all the exhibitions inside the museum to
further their understand about Buddhism.
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" Give confidence to others

Give joy to others,

Give hope to others,

ake things convenient for others.
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Adulthood Ceremony and
Birthday Celebration
at the Five Harmonies Pagoda

On 22nd August 2016, Fo Guang Shan Buddha Museuem Five Harmonies
Pagoda held a double celebration for the devotees from London Fo Guang
Shan Temple. Emily Tse, Rachel Li, Anthony Tse and Jacky Lee joined in
the adulthood ceremony, and there was also a birthday celebration for 8
members of London Fo Guang Shan Temple.

Ven. Hui Chuan, the Chairman of Fo Guang Shan Domestic Supervisory
Council, also came to express his congratulations and give his blessings
to everyone. Ven. Hui Ren presided over the ceremony which was not
only a celebration for the participants but also quite an emotional scene
for everyone present. During the Adulthood ceremony, the teenagers
made vows to be responsible adults and to remember to be filial to their
parents and express gratitude.

Lay Teng Hong, mother of Rachel Li was hought to tears as she
expressed: “My daughter used to be very rebellious and selfish; | have
seen a huge difference in her since she has joined Bodhi Garden as she
has learnt to think about others and look after others.” The ceremony
ended with the celebration for people born in August as they cut a large
three tier cake.
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Bodhi Garden Root Seeking Trip
to Taiwan

To celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Fo Guang Shan and the 90th hirthday
of Master Hsing Yun, Ven. Miao Shiang, Ven. Miao Duo and Teacher Roxy
led a group of 17 children along with 60 members from the UK to seek
the roots of FGS by visiting the headquarters in Taiwan. The group
travelled from UK to Taiwan, visiting Taipei, Ilan, Taichung, Nanping and
then finally arriving at Kaohsiung. Along the journey, Ven. Miao Shiang
reminded everyone to cherish these wonderful and rare opportunity and
to ensure to take every part of the trip as a learning experience.

Throughout the 10 days at Fo Guang Shan, the students experienced life
in the monastery, joining morning and evening chanting, mindful eating
in the dining hall, and visiting all the shrines to learn about the different
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas and also the history of Fo Guang Shan. The
group were very fortunate to be able to visit areas that are not normally
open to visitors, such as the male and female Buddhist colleges and
kitchen areas. The students were very well behaved and listened
attentively to all the introductions and explanations of each place. Often
in the evenings, the students would gather on the steps in front of the
main shrine to share their experiences of the day and end with a quiz on
what they had learnt so far. An enriching and meaningful summer trip
for everyone!
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Bodhi Garden awarded
Outstanding and First Prize
in International Drawing
Competition

China Soong Ching Ling Foundation and Master Hsing Yun Cultural and
Educational Foundation jointly organised a drawing competition titled |
Am The Owner of Green Garden—The First Children’s Painting Competition
for Environmental Protection and Public Welfare and on 29th October they
held the awards ceremony at the Beijing National Stadium. 1100 people
from all over the world attended the ceremony with awards giving and
performances. Over ten thousand people entered the competition from
countries all over the world, including China, America, Canada, Brazil,
Germany, France, UK, Japan, Italy, South Africa etc. This year, seventeen
students of London Fo Guang Shan Bodhi Garden entered the competition
with nine of them receiving awards. Jacky Lee and Jasmine Chan were
awarded the outstanding and first prize respectively.
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BLIA YAD London AGM &
Re-Election

On 19th November 2016, BLIA YAD London held the Annual General
Meeting and Re-Election. 18 members attended the meeting chaired by
Vice-President Rachel Yip. In the opening speech, Rachel thanked the
current committee for their hard work and devotion throughout the last
year and she also expressed her gratitude to the senior members for
their advice and guidance. During the AGM, the committee reported on
the past years financial, membership and activities, evidently showing
the progress of YAD throughout the year.

The committee also discussed the future plans for 2017 and how to
execute the proposals from the International Buddha's Light Young Adult
Conference in 2016. During the meeting, Donglong Zhang was elected as
the new president for 2017-2018, with Arthur Chow and Rachel Yip as the
vice-presidents. The new committee vowed to work hard in the coming
year to bring out the positive energy of the youth, to motivate themselves
and others to benefit all. Advising Venerable, Ven. Chueh Yun reminded
everyone to be willing to undertake responsibilities, be open-minded

and step out of their comfort zone to learn more and broaden their
experiences. She told the youth that they must keep the Dharma in their
minds at all times and promote the Three Acts of Goodness and the Four
Givings.
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BLIA AGM and sub-chapter
handover

BLIA London held an AGM on 4th December to review the past year and
discuss plans for the coming year. 60 members attended the meeting
chaired by BLIA London President Alex Lee. Alex welcomed all the
members and also shared with everyone his experience of attending the
BLIA World Headquarters General Conference in Taiwan. He mentioned
that it was particularly special as it was the 50th Anniversary of Fo
Guang Shan and also the 90th birthday of Master Hsing Yun.

Apart from reviewing the membership, treasury and activity report from
2016, everyone also discussed the resolutions from the BLIA World
Headguarters General Conference and methods of implementation. The
AGM also witnessed the official handover for the three BLIA London
Subchapters and BLIA YAD London. After the re-election Yvonne Hen

will continue to serve as Sub-chapter 1 president, Soosyan Eng and
Ying Yuan were elected as Presidents of Subchapter 2 and Subchapter 3
respectively. Donglong Zhang was also elected as he BLIA YAD President
for 2017-2018.
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Sharing Experiences on
Bodhi Garden

On the last day on 2016, BLIA YAD White Elephant Executive Staff member
Roxanna Pang, gave a class on how to run a Children’s Dharma class.
Roxanna shared her experiences of teaching the Bodhi Garden class with
the 100 youths attending the BLIA YAD Europe Winter Camp.

Roxanna reminded the youths that it is important to be a good role model
for the students, to ensure that they learn the benefits of Buddhism and
apply it to their daily lives. She stressed the importance of teaching
Buddhist concepts through activities that the students enjoy. She also
highlighted that Fo Guang Shan has many resources which are very
useful when planning classes and shared photos and videos of recent
Bodhi Garden activities and achievements. Finally she concluded hy
reminding the youth, who will become potential teachers of their local
children’s Dharma classes, that they must be a mentor to the students
and not babysitters.
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Promoting the Three Acts of
Goodness in Local Schools

On 10th January, Venerable Chueh Yun was invited to Hartley Primary
School to teach about Buddhism. Throughout the day, the Venerable
taught over 600 students, explaining to them ahout the Life of the
Buddha.

Venerahle Chueh Yun used a variety of methods to teach to the different
aged groups, including sharing photos and video watching. After the
sessions, the students realised that the Buddha was not a God, but a
normal person that became enlightened. The Venerable also promoted
the Three Acts of Goodness, teaching the students to put them into
practice in their daily lives.
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SOAS Dumpling Party held at
London Fo Guang Shan Temple

On 14th January 2017, Dr. Jennifer Eichman Research Associate, at the Centre of
Buddhist Studies at SOAS, led 20 MA Sinology students to visit London Fo Guang
Shan Temple. The visit included a dumpling making session, where Ah Yee, a
volunteer of the temple taught the students how to make chinese dumplings.
After a fun and fruitful session, the group enjoyed their dumplings for lunch.

After lunch, everyone watched the documentary titled Becoming A Buddha in
Los Angeles. This was followed by a tour of the temple by Ven. Chueh Yun. The
Venerable introduced everyone to Fo Guang Shan and also the traditional layout
of a Buddhist shrine, including the different statues, Dharma instruments and
their significance.
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Ven. Jue Qian teaches London
FGS Bodhi Garden Class

On 15th January 2017, Bodhi Garden were very fortunate to invite Ven.
Jue Qian from Boston Fo Guang Shan to give a class on the Humanistic
Buddha. Ven. Jue Qian began with ice-breakers to get the know the
students and also to have an understanding of their Buddhist knowledge.
The Venerable guided the students to review the life of the Buddha and
she reminded everyone that it is vital to take the middle path and that
everyone has the potential to become a Buddha.
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Dharma Talk: East meets West
vs West meets East

London Fo Guang Shan temple’s first Dharma talk of 2017 was held on
15th January in the temple’s library. The talk title “East meets West

vs West meets East: Localisation of Buddhism in North America” was
given by Ven Jue Qian from Boston Fo Guang Shan Temple. With her
many years of experience of Dharma propagation in North America,

Ven Jue Qian shared many stories on the challenges faced, the

cultural differences and also offered many suggestions and successful
examples in order to bridge the gap hetween cultures to ensure that the
localisation of Buddhism can be achieved.

The Dharma talk was given in English and attracted over 50 chinese and
local people. Her humorous approach and practical examples were very
received by the audience. She reminded everyone that it was important
to remember the core teachings of the Buddha and to really practice
tolerance and embrace all races, genders, cultures etc. She emphasised
the importance of having good “bridges” which can help to connect
people together. The talk left many very inspired and full of confidence
for the localisation of Buddhism in the UK.
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Visit to School on UK RE Day

On 19th January, Venerable Chueh Yun, Venerahle Miao Lung and Bidhi
Garden teacher Roxy visit Foulds School in Barnet to give a class on
Basic Buddhism. The day started off with RE Coordinator, Miss Charlotte
Howes who addressed the assembly of around 200 students. She
explained the purpose of the day, and introduced the guests from the
different faiths. Each class was then allocated a faith and the guests
gave the class a brief introduction to their religion.

Beech class was to learn about Buddhism. Ms. Nilanga Bandara, a
Buddhist from the Theravada tradition gave a talk on the basic teachings
of Buddhism, including the Triple Gem, Five Precepts, Four Noble Truths
etc. Ven. Chueh Yun then helped the students to revise what they had
just learnt and also introduced the Three Acts of Goodness to the class.
The teacher, Miss Rachel Gagnon was very impressed by the Three Acts
of Goodness mascots and expressed that this concept would hecome a
classroom rule from now on.

After a short break, the students then had to work together to transform
the classroom to become a Buddhist shrine. Miss Gagnon taught the
students to make lotus flowers, chinese lanterns, three acts of goodness
mascots and also draw a large picture of the Buddha. The students were
very intrigued by the teachings of Buddhism and enjoyed making their
classroom into a place of worship.
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Bodhi Garden Fundraising
During Chinese New Year

During the Chinese New Year period, London Fo Guang Shan is full of people, full
of festive decorations and full of excitement. The students from Bodhi Garden
also returned to the temple to join in the celebration and services. The students
also took the opportunity to raise funds for their upcoming education trip to FGS
France. They worked together to come up with the different stalls that they
could run in order to raise funds. Art expert, Jacky Lee set up a stand to draw
pictures, Jasmine Chan and Rachel Li led others to give mini massages whilst
reciting the Medicine Buddha's name and Jessica Chan was in charge of the Tea
Zen stall, serving tea to all guests.
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Minerva Academy Visits London
Fo Guang Shan Temple

On 6th February 2017, 15 students from Minerva Primary School visited
London Fo Guang Shan Temple to learn about Buddhism. Venerable
Chueh Yun gave them a tour of the temple and introduced the different
buddhas in the main shrine. She explained that everyone has the
potential to become a buddha.

After explaining the layout of the shrine and the Buddhas of the five
directions on the wall, she asked the students to demonstrate the
different hand gestures of the Buddha. The session ended with a short
meditation experience which was very well received by both teachers and
students.
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Bodhi Family Study Group

This year Bodhi Garden and BLIA London Sub-Chapter 2 joined together to
form the Bodhi Family Study Group. This is a study group for the parents and
guardians of the students of Bodhi Garden, so that they too can enhance their
Buddhist knowledge and learn whilst the children are in class.

The first session was held on 12th February and facilitated by BLIA
London Sub-chapter 2 President Soosyan. She guided everyone to read
the Master’s latest hook - Humanistic Buddhism: Holding True to the
Original Intents of Buddha. The participants responded very well to the
session with everyone reading and sharing their thoughts.
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Students of Bodhi Garden
become Teachers

On 5th March 2017, the London Bodhi Garden class was taught by 2
senior students Rachel Li and Emily Tse. As Teacher Roxy prepares the
speakers for the forum in the afternoon. The class was about revision of
the Life of the Buddha story. This is in conjunction with the Humanistic
Buddhism afternoon forum on “The Humanistic Lifestyle of Buddha” by
Bodhi Garden.

At the beginning of the class, Emily went through the life of the Buddha
story with the class. Subsequently, Rachel divided the class into groups
and distributed illustrations of the Buddha’s story scattered. Each group
need to work together as a team to reorganize the illustration in order.
This is to test everyone’s listening, concentration and understanding of
the story and their Buddhism knowledge.

Both Emily and Rachel expressed it was a good experience for them to
teach a class although they have been helping out and were leaders in
teams activities. It was a different experience and learnt a lot as this is a
learning and development platform.
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Health Talk - The Way to Prevent
Cancer

On 19th March, BLIA London Subchapter 1 invited Dr Sorsan Lim

from Singapore to give a talk on How to Prevent Cancer. Dr Lim

clearly explained what is cancer and some of the causes of cancer,
incorporating concepts of traditional Chinese medicine and Buddhism too.
Dr Lim explained that cancer is not incurable and it is crucial to lead a
healthy lifestyle and to keep a positive mindset. She explained that it

is important to listen to our bodies and to eat when hungry and sleep
when tired. Towards the end of the talk, Dr Lim opened to the floor and
answered any questions that the audience had. Lastly, Ven. Miao Shiang
thanked Dr Lim for her interesting and informative talk.
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English Speaking Dharma
Teacher’s Workshop

On 25th and 26th of March 2017, London Fo Guang Shan hosted an
English Speaking Dharma Teacher’'s Workshop. The workshop was
conducted by Ven. Miao Guang, the personal english interpreter of
Ven. Master Hsing Yun. The objective of this workshop was to share
knowledge, skills and techniques of using an interactive teaching and
learning approach to spread the Dharma and the spirit of Humanistic
Buddhism.

The two-day workshop covering: terms and expressions of Humanistic
Buddhism, 3-step presentation skill, introduction of tea chan, meditation
as well as a live demonstration of facilitating a dharma reading group.
All participants also had the opportunity to share their experiences and
thoughts on challenges and problems faced by them as an English-
Speaking Dharma Teacher. Ven. Miao Guang helped to tackle the
challenges by providing some useful tips; such as: understanding your
audience, choose a relevant topic, relate and engage your audience,
remain objective and stay loyal to the topics chosen . She also
emphasised the importance of the three-step presentation; i.e. re-tell,
reflect and inspire.

Andre who came all the way from Paris to join the workshop was very
grateful with the opportunity to be able to learn directly from Ven. Miao
- Guang. He said: It has been a very productive two days and the workshop

#A | Education

was constructed in a very systematic way. | found the Humanistic
Buddhism Vocabulary and the three-step presentation skill particularly
useful. Ven. Miao Guang has been incredibly inspiring and motivating.

Jordan Sinda; an african origin, left his motherland Congo10 years ago to
pursue higher education in England; has found his Buddhist faith at the
London Fo Guang Shan. He thought the workshop has helped to improve
his knowledge in Humanistic Buddhism and increase his confidence to
share and spread the Dharma
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Dharma Talk: A Great Master
Through the Eyes of His
Personal Interpreter by Ven.
Miao Guang

After six years, Ven. Miao Guang once again visited London Fo Guang
Shan in March this year. Abbess Ven. Miao Shiang not only invited her

to host an English Speaking Dharma Teachers Workshop, but also to give
a Dharma Talk titled “A Great Master Through the Eyes of His Personal
Interpreter. Ven. Miao Guang began with telling her story and how she
became renounced. Through her story, the audience was really able to
see and understand the great compassion of Master Hsing Yun. As his
personal interpreter, Ven. Miao Guang is often by the Master’s side and in
the talk she shared many examples and stories of the Master that are not
often heard or published. The Venerahle's talk was engaging, eloquent
and emotional, which brought many people to tears.

Ven. Miao Guang encouraged everyone to set their goals and work
towards it. She inspired the audience to learn the spirit of Master Hsing
Yun, to practice diligence, compassion and create affinity with others.
The audience applauded Ven. Miao Guang for her wonderful talk, using
simple, everyday language to teach the Dharma. Abbess, Ven. Miao
Shiang concluded the session hy thanking Ven. Miao Guang and also
encouraged the audience. She said “Do not just admire how successful
Ven. Miao Guang is. Think about all the hard work that she has put in
over the years. It goes to show that everyone can do it, so you can all do
it too!”
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London Fo Guang Shan Temple
Teaches Buddhism in Schools

Bodhi Garden teacher Roxanna Pang was invited to Telferscot Primary
School to give classes on Buddhism. Telferscot School had a special RE
week and throughout the week, the school invited representatives from
the different religions to introduce their faith to the students. Grace
and Honor Wilson are students from the school and they also go to Bodhi
Garden class at the temple, and they requested for teacher Roxanna to
give the class on Buddhism at their primary school.

Through interactive questions and answers, teacher Roxanna taught
about the core ideas of Buddhism, life of the Buddha and the importance
of practising the Three Acts of Goodness. To one of the year & classes,
she also taught how to fold paper lotuses and explained the significance
of the lotus in Buddhism. Miss Bex of Telferscot School thanked

London Fo Guang Shan Temple for arranging the visit and expressed

that the children really enjoyed the classes which gave them a better
understanding of the Buddhist faith.
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Bodhi Garden Camp at
Fo Guang Shan France

On 12th April 2017, Deputy Abbess of FGS Europe Venerable Miao Shiang
and teacher Roxy lead 26 students from London and Manchester to travel
from England respectively to Fo Guang Shan France for the annual Bodhi
Garden Dharma Camp. As it was also the Easter break, this year's camp
was held for five days and four nights.

The camp covered a wide range of activities which included morning
and evening chanting, meditation, working behind the scenes, Buddhist
knowledge, Buddhist etiquette, Buddhist instruments, arts and creativity,
team and family bonding activities and sports. In order for the students
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to have an unforgettahle experience, this year's camp also included a
campfire night and a day trip to Disneyland Paris.

On the first day, all the students, teachers, parents and Venerahles
gathered and had a video conference with Venerable Man Chien who
was in USA. Venerable Man Chien welcomed everyone to Fo Guang Shan
France and encouraged the students to cherish the rare opportunity and
the beautiful memories of the camp. She also expects that the students
will actively participate in all the activities and think about what they
have learnt and benefited from the camp.
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From April 12th until April 16th, the London Bodhi Garden and
Manchester children went to Fo Guang Shan for the annual Bodhi Garden
Sleepover. Master Hsing Yun said that the future of Dharma propagation
will be through music, art, sports, and this was one of the objectives

of this camp. Their teachers, Teacher Roxy, Teacher Yvonne and many
youths of the YAD, worked together to carefully arrange a wide range of

RASFTER SR EERENIE  FILREMHEEET gl ARl :
activities for the camp to enhance the children’s observation and team
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London YAD member, Jason who is also the Teacher Assistant in London
Bodhi Garden was responsible for leading the sports activity. While
doing this, he taught the kids how to play basketball and explained the

S MR« 1S - = e 5 culture of basketball. He told the children that Master Hsing Yun also
%g%g—Egﬁzﬁggﬁggﬁzgfﬁﬁ%ziﬁgﬁgggg loved playing sports, particularly, basketball. Although it may seem like
%ﬂﬁﬁagftr\i] EE%;B/’ gg@@?&%&é—;ﬁiTmJ E%;%D%K a simple sport, the children learnt that basketball requires concentration,
%ﬁ@%ég@éﬂg F%ﬁ?ﬂf‘ﬂﬁ@fﬁém%ﬁm{éﬁ% 3 ﬁgéﬁﬁ@ mindfulness and emphasises on team spirit and friendship.
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D o Art teacher, Yvonne, had several art classes which include drawing the

Buddha, scratch art, clay modelling and three good deeds crafts class.

St o Sk ” N All classes involved mindfulness and cultivated the children’s positive
IEERA N ENFRIERT © BISHMRREENE S : : : .
Egg?ggéggg i %g&%ﬁﬁ%g%i@ggﬂ%g : ;ﬂi thinking. The adults were very impressed by their art, especially their
TSRS - §W?E@§§Eﬁ%é%%ﬁ , HE| =I5 clay modelling of the three good deeds. Other sports and activities
T « %?ég?ﬁiﬁ%ﬁ&%ﬁ@?—@Ei&%?@é@/J\S&\% s included morning exercise led by Venerable Miao Shiang and the
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Architectural Association
Students Inspire Bodhi Garden
Students

On 23rd April, 3 students from the AA ran a special art workshop for

the students of London Fo Guang Shan Bodhi Garden. Fang, ZiShan and
Kwangyi prepared a variety of materials to teach the children how to use
different techniques in the artwork.

They encouraged the children to be creative and express freely. They
demonstrated the different techniques and also showed them examples
from famous artists and also some of their own work. Afterwards,

they asked the children to choose their favourite techniques and try

to put them into practice. The 3 AA students went round the class to
individually guide and assist each child. At the end of the session, they
encouraged everyone to explain their artwork and they also gave them
advice for the future.
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Bodhi Garden Dharma Camp -
Family Orientated Activities

Venerable Miao Shiang and Teacher Roxy led 50 people from the London
Bodhi Garden and Manchester to Fo Guang Shan France for the 2017
Bodhi Garden Dharma Camp.. This also included family bonding activities
such as family cooking, campfire night and a day trip to Disneyland Paris.

Venerable Miao Duo, who is the Director of Fo Guang Shan France, had a
discussion with all the parents who joined the trip. Venerable Miao Duo
also discussed parent child relationships and also shared her experience
in Brazil on helping children in the rural areas.

The camp also included a day at Disneyland, Paris. Even though it was a
raining day, all the kids had a wonderful time. At night, everyone went to
enjoy and witness the beautiful firework display that was shown.

The campfire was a wonderful finale for this year's camp as everybody,
including all the venerables, sat in a large round circle, around the
artificial camp fire in the main shrine.

The children gave group performances which they showed their
teamwork as well as what they had learnt during the past 4 days. They
also showed their gratitude and appreciation to the venerables by
creating handmade cards for each of them.

It was a very touching and emotional evening as everyone expressed
their gratitude to Master Hsing Yun, for it is his great compassion and
wisdom that gives everyone the opportunity to learn at Fo Guang Shan.
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London Fo Guang Shan Temple
Starts Children’s Meditation
Class

On 17th May, London Fo Guang Shan held the first Children’s Meditation
Class. 10 students joined the class along with their parents. Bodhi
Garden teacher, Teacher Roxy first introduced everyone to the temple and
then began to teach them the basics of mindfulness and meditation. SHe
explained that mindfulness can help us to control our emotions and stay
focused.

They practiced meditation lying down and sitting straight, concentrating
on their breathing at all times. The children expressed that they really
enjoyed the session and felt very calm and peaceful afterwards.

Although many of the children were not Buddhist, they enjoyed
meditating in the Buddhist temple and felt that it was very comforting
as if the Buddha helped them to take their troubles away. Teacher
Roxy gifted all the students with a mini Buddha card so that they could
continue to practice when at home.
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Bodhi Garden Student Awarded
3rd Prize in Story Writing
Contest

Sylvia Chew who started joining Bodhi Garden in May 2016, has heen
truly inspired by Buddhism and the teachings of Master Hsing Yun. Ever
since she has joined Bodhi Garden she has continuously reminded herself
to always practice the Three Acts of Goodness. In March 2017, she
entered her school’s 500 words story writing contest and without any
thought, she automatically decided to write a story about the Three Acts
of Goodness.

In June, she received the good news that her story won third prize in
the whole school. Sylvia expressed her gratitude to Fo Guang Shan
for inspiring her to write such a story that has won her this prize. Her
parent’s also said that they felt very proud of their daughter who is
always so thoughtful and kind.
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London Bodhi Garden visited the
Exhibition “Sacred Art of the Silk
Road, Dunhuang’s Buddhist Cave
Temples”

On 30th May 2017, children from Bodhi Garden went on an educational
trip to visit the “Sacred Art of the Silk Road, Dunhuang’s Buddhist
Cave Temples” exhihition. The exhibition features replica paintings and
sculptures from the Mogao and Yulin caves in the Dunhuang region.

An exact, hand-painted replica of Mogao Cave 3 was the centre-piece,
giving the children a rare opportunity to experience its beauty. The
children were given a guided tour where the history of Dunhuang's
Buddhist Cave Temples was explained to them in full illustrations.

They were able to admire the different unique mural paintings and
sculptures which they then expressed through drawing replicas of their
favourite artwork.

Coinciding with the Dragon Boat Festival, the children were invited

to perform a dance entitled “Give” which added even more joy to the
exhibition. The children were full of enthusiasm and one particular
student, Jacky Lee, who loves art, thanked Ven. Miao Shiang and Teacher
Roxy for arranging this trip and hopes that one day he can set foot on the
Silk Road in more depth and explore the Dunhuang’s Buddhist Caves.
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Children’s Meditation Class -
Learning Mindfulness through
Calligraphy

On 7th June, London Fo Guang Shan Temple held the second children’s
meditation class. The class began with some sitting meditation to allow
the children to calm their minds and feel at ease. This was followed by
transcribing the Master's words. Teacher Roxy then introduced to the
students about Master Hsing Yun's One Stroke Calligraphy. She reminded
everyone that as long as your heart and mind is in the right place, then
everyone can create a beautiful piece of calligraphy.

BLIA YAD committee member Kaixiang Lim, then taught everyone how to
write the chinese characters Zen and Mind. Through focusing on each
brush and each movement, the children learnt to be mindful. Both
parents and students thoroughly enjoyed the session and said that they
will keep the calligraphy to remind them to be mindful and calm at all
times.
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Scouts Learn About Buddhism at
London Fo Guang Shan

On 15th June, 9 scout members visited London Fo Guang Shan Temple to
learn about Buddhism. After a very warm welcome hy Ven. Miao Yuen,
Executive YAD member Roxy and Bodhi Garden student Rachel Li took the
students on a tour around the temple. The scouts were very attentive
and listened to Roxy's introduction to core Buddhist concepts and the
ideas of the Three Acts of Goodness, Four Givings and Five Harmonies by
Master Hsing Yun. The scouts were very interested in Buddhism and the
temple and asked many questions.

In order to give the scouts a hands-on experience, Roxy also taught them
how to do the Chinese ink rubbing of Master Hsing Yun's calligraphy.
Afterwards, they were taught how to fold lotuses from napkins and also
the significance of the lotus flower in Buddhism.
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Scouts Return to Volunteer at the
Temple

On 29th June, 1st City of London Scouts returned to London Fo Guang
Shan Temple for their second visit. Two weeks after their first visit, the
scouts decided to return back to the temple and offer their service to

the community. Scouts leader Adrian said that they really enjoyed their
first trip and thanked the volunteers of the temple for their hospitality, so
they wanted to give something back to Fo Guang Shan.

Ven. Chueh Yun welcomed the scouts and thanked them for their kind
offer. BLIA YAD Executive Member Roxy then explained the task for
the evening which was to set up for the Great Compassion Repentance
Service at the weekend. She explained that even though they may not be
available to attend the service, but all the participants will be grateful
for their help which will also save a lot of time for the volunteers.

With the help of BLIA Subchapter Advisor Marcus Chan, Subchapter 3
President Ying Yuan, Bodhi Garden students Rachel Li and Mason Hong,
they managed to have all the tables, sutra stands, sutras and covers
ready within 30 mins. Ven. Chueh Yun praised the scouts for their hard
work and gifted them all with holy water and blessed bracelet.
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Forum on Humanistic
Buddhism: Holding True to the
Original Intents of Buddha -
Chapter 1

On 8th January, London Fo Guang Shan Temple held the first panel
discussion on the Master’s book Humanistic Buddhism: Holding True
to the Original Intents of Buddha. This forum was the first of six
forums to be held in the temple this year. Each session will introduce
a different chapter of the book. Venerahle Miao Shiang was invited as
the moderator with 4 members on the panel. Panellists included BLIA
Subchapter 1 President Yvonne Hen, Subchapter 2 President Soosyan
Eng, member Xiaogi Huang and YAD member Kaixiang Lim.

After giving a brief summary of the chapter, each of the panellists
shared their life experiences and how Buddhism has influenced their way
of living. Ven. Miao Shiang concluded by reminding everyone to be their
own mentor and to apply the teachings of Humanistic Buddhism to their
everyday lives.
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Forum on Humanistic
Buddhism: Holding True to the

Original Intents of Buddha -
Chapter 2

This year London Fo Guang Shan held a series of 6 panel discussions
on Master Hsing Yun's hook, Humanistic Buddhism, Holding True to the
Original Intents of Buddha. Bodhi Garden organised the second panel
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discussion on 5th March 2017, which was based on Chapter 2 of the
book. Teacher Roxy was the moderator, with Isabelle Chu, Sylvia Chew,
Kirsty Hong, Jasmine Chan, Danielle Tan and Jessica Chan as the six
panelists.

The panel first gave a summary of the chapter, describing the humanistic
lifestyle of the Buddha. The Bodhi Garden students eloquently explained
the key points of the chapter and then shared their experiences and
thoughts based on what they had read. Even though the Buddha was
born so many years ago, but his lifestyle is still very relevant and a

good role model for us all to learn from. The children related what they
had read in the book to their everyday life and were very inspired. With
their great sense of humour and interactive approach, they captured the
audience’s attention throughout the forum.

Ven. Miao Shiang concluded the session by praising the panel and
expressed that she was very impressed with the way the children were
able to truly express the essence of the book and relate it to their
lives. She commented that this is truly a heritage of faith to the next
generation.
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Forum on Humanistic
Buddhism: Holding True to the
Original Intents of Buddha -
Chapter 3

BLIA Sub-chapter 3 organised the third panel discussion on 23rd April
2017. The moderator for the session was Lei Zhao, the vice-president of
Subchapter 3. The panellist consisted of senior BLIA member Poh Choo
Chong, Dr. Zhongdong Huang, new member Chunying Zhu and BLIA YAD
London President Donglong Zhang, who collectively discussed Chapter 3
of the book: Core Concepts of Humanistic Buddhism.

After giving a summary of the chapter, each member of the panel
explained how the book related to their lives. Dr. Zhongdong Huang
described how Buddhism plays a huge role in his career as a doctor. He
said that the Dharma is just like medicine, which can help to cure people.
PohChoo shared her experience as a nurse and also devoted long-term
volunteer at London Fo Guang Shan. She said that she tries to practice
the three acts of goodness and four givings at all times, so that the
people around her can feel the benefits of Buddhism.

Over 40 people attended the forum, and the audience thanked the panel
for giving a good introduction to the chapter and sharing their real life
stories and experiences.
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Forum on Humanistic
Buddhism: Holding True to the
Original Intents of Buddha -
Chapter 4

On 28th May, BLIA Sub-Chapter 1 organised the fourth panel discussion
on chapter four of the book: Humanistic Buddhism - Holding True to
Original Intents of Buddha. The moderator of the forum was Yvonne Hen,
President of BLIA Subchapter 1. She invited four guests Lei Zhao, CY Tan,
Dr. Licheng Chang and Ricky Wong to be the panel to discuss the chapter
on the Development of Buddhism in China.

The panel not only gave a summary of the chapter, they also used
powerpoint presentations to capture the attention of the audience.

Each of the panel related the section of the hook with their personal
experiences, giving the audience an insight on how Dharma has affected
each one of their lives. The audience thoroughly enjoyed the forum and
thanked the panel for helping them to understand more about the history
of Buddhism and how it later developed in China.

31299

London Fo Guang Shan Activities Report



R EMBHFBIF25B8 T FET «CARFHFIEA
B BhiFwE  BECEFEERP  SHREHE EAE
R EiTTN - EFEERERREREIR/A » Bad
TEFRBCARER - RER - TTF - ZEBMDSALFI20F
BOBRYCAERR - b ~ 1B - SW7A ~ %5~ BIRSLESARE
BT ARBHIH AR RER » FUER0BRASEA -

REETBHESRA/ARNEBERABHHEOSCLAR - #ie
B SHYELSHISRIL [#80UERPR] -~ 3TE6 - 85
SRENEHESRE AR ; R SEMB AR SRR ER
NBE - EEAELIEBREBHBEXRMBHETULE » &8
B BAR S ST EFEREARING ALESRTE » tEU0PE
RN RER) R - ERESSEATENIN ENFE
> -

BEREERENHENEFZEMANBHRIZ S

f& - 19535 - ABITEERFRIGISERE @ FEEAIL S50ERK -
K ~ B - BEBLB: - ENERTF - fCtEEER
USHRE N~ hee - K& JREALS @ LIHEIER
A7 BIRNBHIBENES °

(R RERSRERBER RN EBHHBISLESE) - BIIREEEEESES)
&R - RERTEIAMRRBMIG - hEEAMEAER
i - PI0SCRIFTREIBMFHZCUE @ BEARERILE
B4 REEAMFTREBNABRH - REFUERE - 28X
BN EERSLER I EEBS AINIEE @ BESH > &=
SERe  tEe [AfEl -

ITERMERT  AMBERREZESTHE » IRE SRS
N& - BRISRZSE  SHESECHRIRBANMNNES > B8
SRR EZNEE » DSANNBNE - ZBMOZERKR
EEFAERBEHTERNIBR MEEERNRRS  IWPER

19097 1
1l

&

it b T T

\

e

A o

B SRR BRI
s 2R AR

2T ; BCHFEBUESRELIFNEE  a8B /) BARLE
BESESEHNRE - BRRBETER  ILIVESS il
SUEEK - ERUWEHEEMT - itz - EEPEIAK
BhsR © [MIRERRBIREHE - MMEERSRARBFHBI5A

EAATE 7 ) BUHEHRANE ] » iR R EERIES)
B -

Ungiiauis-

4

31309
REGBHEL TIERS




Forum on Humanistic
Buddhism: Holding True to the
Original Intents of Buddha -
Chapter 5

As part of a series of six forums on Ven. Master Hsing Yun's book
Humanistic Buddhism - Holding True to the Original Intents of
Buddha, BLIA YAD London organised a forum for the 5th Chapter titled
“Contemporary development of Chinese Buddhism™ on 25th June.

The forum was moderated by YAD President, Zhang DonglLong and a
panellist consisting of BLIA London Chapter Advisors Helen Ni and Salina
Wong, BLIA London Sub-Chapter Advisor Marcus Chan, BLIA London Sub-
Chapter Committee Tracy Chan and YAD London White Elephant Cadres
Roxanna Pang. Each panellist was given one of the five categories to
summarise and asked to share their personal experiences relating to it.

Tracy Chan shared her experiences on how the propagation of Buddhism
through culture has inspired her to take every opportunity to help

spread the Dharma verbally or through writing. Roxanna spoke of the
importance of education in the propagation of Buddhism; she quoted from
the Master who said that it is vital that we focus on education in order to
have teachers of the Dharma in the future. This is a great motivation for
her and she will continue to work hard in the field of education.

Advisor Salina Wong expressed that Dharma services has given her a
lot of strength whenever she has had to face challenges and she vows
to continue to play her part in the propagation of Dharma. Marcus
Chan shared his experience of organising charity events and also the
importance of “giving”.

#A | Education

He explained that the Master has given unconditionally and we have

to learn this spirit. In his future works, he also hopes to be able to

do more charitable work and give confidence to others. Advisor Helen

Ni spoke about the great works of Fo Guang Shan in propagating

the Dharma across the globe. She also shared her experiences on
Dharma propagation over the last 20 years and how she has overcome
challenges. She encouraged everyone to broaden their knowledge and be
open and willing to learn.

The forum ended with a conclusion from the Abbess. Ven. Miao

Shiang thanked the panel for sharing their experiences with everyone
and showing how the Dharma is part of our everyday life. She also
encouraged the audience to also learn to share the Dharma with others
and be willing to become panellists in future discussions.
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Forum on Humanistic
Buddhism: Holding True to the
Original Intents of Buddha -
Chapter 6

On 30th July 2017, BLIA London organised the final of the six forums on
the book Humanistic Buddhism: Holding True to the Original Intents of
Buddha. This forum was based on chapter six of the ook, which is also
the conclusion. BLIA London Advisor Helen Ni was the moderator and the
panel consisted of Ven. Miao Lung and Dr. Wei Yang.

Ven. Miao Lung renounced over 20 years ago and has always heen
interested in IT since she bought her first BM computer at the age of 17.
She has also heen involved in the digitalisation of the Fo Guang Buddhist
dictionary.

Dr. Wei Yang is a renowned Chinese-British urhan designer and master
planner with a wealth of experience in both new communities and urban
regeneration. She is currently Co-Chair of UK-China Eco-Cities & Green
Building Group and a regular speaker at major international conferences.
Both Ven. Miao Lung and Dr. Wei Yang gave a brief introduction to the
chapter.

Dr. Yang called herself a beginner in Buddhism and has actually read the
book three times. She was very impressed hy the Master’s determination
and perseverance to overcome all the challenges he faced whilst
propagating the Dharma. Dr. Wei Yang also shared how she keeps to her
principles throughout her career, to maintain righteous in all her works;
and this is truly applying the teachings of Buddhism in daily life.

Ven. Miao Lung mentioned that many scholars may consider Humanistc
Buddhism to be mainly connected with organising events and activities,
and therefore not worth studying.

However, Humanistic Buddhism is in fact the application of Buddhism in
every part of life. Hence, these activities and events are a skilful means
of propagating and practising Buddhism.

Throughout the interactive forum, many members of the audience were
eager to ask questions to the panel. The interesting and engaging
session ended with a conclusion from the Abhess. Ven. Miao Shiang
thanked the two panellists for sharing their stories and hoped that
everyone will continue to help spread Humanistic Buddhism, in order to
build a pure land on Earth.
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Buddhist Examination

On 12th March 2017, London Fo Guang Shan Temple held the first
Buddhist Exam for 2017. 40 people joined in the exam which was

based on the Masters hook, Humanistic Buddhism- Holding True to

the Original Intents of Buddha. Ven. Miao Lung encouraged all the
participants and said that the exam is not a competition to see who gets
the highest marks, but it is in fact an opportunity for us to test our own
understanding of Buddhism.

Before the exam, BLIA London Advisor Helen Ni and Veronica Wetten

led revision sessions for the chinese and english groups respectively.
After completing the exam, participants exchanged exam papers and the
advisors guided everyone to mark each other’s papers. 7 people achieved
100 percent and 14 people got over 90%.
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Bodhi Garden creates handmade
gifts for the elderly

On 22nd September and 2nd October, Bodhi Garden students worked
hard to prepare presents and a performance for the upcoming Evergreen
Gathering. The children decided to sing the “Four Givings Song”to

give confidence, joy, hope and convenience. Apart from preparing a
performance, the children also decided to use their creativity to make
gift boxes to put the blessed rice inside. The children made the design
of each box unique, drawing and writing their blessings and wishes, in
hope to give joy to the elderly people receiving the gifts. Teacher Roxy
expressed that the exercise is a very important one to teach the children
about filial piety and respect for the elders.
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Evergreen Gathering to
Celebrate the Double Ninth
Festival

On 9th October 2016, BLIA London Subchapter 2 organised a gathering
at the temple for the elderly members. Three generations of Buddha’s
Light members gathered at the temple to spend the morning of chanting,
performances and a delightful lunch. The day began with the venerahles
conducting a light offering service and reading A Prayer for the Elderly,
by Master Hsing Yun. At the end of the service, Ven. Miao Shiang
encouraged the elder members to live a colourful and meaningful life,
and even though older in age they should still stay young at heart. She
said “Older peaple have more life experience than the young and should
be good role models for them; giving them support and passing down
their wisdom to the future generations.”

BLIA, YAD and Bodhi Garden then showed their talents by putting on a
variety of performances to entertain the elderly guests. BLIA performed a
scene from the 1950°s musical-drama film The Kingdom and the Beauty
and dressed up as the Beatles to perform a few songs, YAD performed

a medley of cantonese songs and Bodhi Garden children performed the
violin along with singing and hand gestures. The children also gave all
the elder members a massage whilst chanting the Medicine Buddha’s
name. The heart-warming morning ended with a delicious vegetarian
lunch and the Venerable gave gifts to all the participants.
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BLIA London joins in the
Big Fun Run

On 30th October 2016, Ven. Chueh Yun and BLIA Advisor Salina Wong led a team
of 64 BLIA, YAD and Bodhi Garden participants and 10 cheering supporters to join
in the annual Big Fun Run at Victoria Park.  This is the fourth year that BLIA has
joined the event, fundraising for different charities each time. This year BLIA
London has decided to donate all collected funds to Children with Cancer UK.
Wearing the Children with Cancer UK T-shirts, the team of 64 members definitely
stood out amongst the crowd and particularly the Three Acts of Goodness
Mascots who also managed to complete the 5K run.
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Cheque Donation to
Children with Cancer UK

[n October, 75 Buddha's Light members joined the Big Fun Run in Victoria
Park to raise funds for Children with Cancer UK. BLIA Subchapter 2 co-
ordinated the event with many members actively participating. On 13th
December 2016, representatives from the temple visited the Children with
Cancer UK office to present them with the cheque of £13076.

Rebecca Stannard welcomed the visitors from London Fo Guang Shan
Temple and introduced the charity and its organisation. Rebecca
mentioned that the charity depend a lot on public donations in order

to carry out their research works. Ven. Miao Shiang also presented
Rehecca with Master Hsing Yun's book 365 Days for Travelers and London
Fo Guang Temples Activities Report for 2015-2016. Rebecca praised the
members of London Fo Guang Shan and expressed that she was very
impressed with the work and of Fo Guang Shan.
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London Fo Guang Shan
propagation of Dharma in prison

As part of the Chinese New Year celebration, London Fo Guang Shan was
invited by Her Majesty’s Prison Service to conduct a blessing service for
the inmates at HMP Wandsworth. On 31st January 2017, Venerable Miao
Yuan, Venerable Miao Lung together with four members of BLIA, London
chapter visited HMP Wandsworth, the largest prison both in the UK and
Western Europe.

Before inviting the Venerahles to conduct the blessing service, BLIA
members led by BLIA London, Sub-Chapter Advisor Marcus Chan gave a
brief introduction of Fo Guang Shan monastery by using Master’s Hsing
Yun's concepts of the three good deeds and four givings to explain
Humanistic Buddhism. Fo Guang Shan means Buddha’s Light Mountain
which implies a beacon of Buddha's light shining on the world, radiating
compassion, joy, equality and peace. After the blessing service, each
inmate received a red packet with Venerable Master Hsing Yun's Dharma
words as an encouragement for them to learn the wisdom of the Buddha
which will help guide them across the journey of life.
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Bodhi Garden Cake Sale to Raise
Educational Funds

In order to raise funds for the Bodhi Garden educational trip to Fo Guang Shan
in April, Bodhi Garden students joined together to organise a cake sale at the
temple on 26th February. The students aged from 4 to 16 spent their weekend
at home baking and making desserts for the fundraising sale. There was a large
variety of goodies on sale, such as banana cake, cake-pops, chocolate cakes,
carrot cake, rainbow cake and even jelly.

Devotees and members of the temple were very supportive and the cakes all sold
out very quickly. The teachers were very proud of the Bodhi Garden students and
commented that it is good to see the children also doing their part to raise funds
for their educational trip.
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London FGS joined thousands
gather at poignant vigil for
London Bridge attack victims

On 5th June 2017, Mayor of London, Mr Sadiq Khan invited Londoners to
attend a vigil at Potters Field Park, to honour the victims of the attack

At London Bridge. Abbess of London Fo Guang Shan, Ven Miao Shiang
together with BLIA members joined Senior representatives from the Met
Police, City of London Police, British Transport Police, London Ambulance
Service, London Fire Brigade, Faith and Community Leaders joined the Vigil.

Speaking at the vigil, Mr Khan said: “We stand together tonight to honour
the memories of the innocent lives lost and the people injured in the
barbaric attack on our city on Saturday night. London stands in defiance
against this cowardly attack on our city, our people, our values and our
way of life.”
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2016 London Fo Guang Shan
Ullambana Dharma Service

From 11th to 14th August 2016, London Fo Guang Shan Temple held the
annual Ullambana Dharma Service to dedicate merits to ancestors and
the departed ones. Around 500 people attended the four day service,
chanting the Emperor Liang's Repentance Service, Ullambana sutra and
the Thrice Yearning Service. At the end of each of the morning and
afternoon sessions, the Venerables gave short Dharma discourses to
emphasise the importance of repentance and the significance of the
Emperor Liang Repentance Service.
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Bodhi Garden Students Learn
the Significance of Pilgrimage

During the Bodhi Garden class on the morning of 18th September 2016,
Teacher Roxy taught the children the significance of pilgrimages in
Buddhism and also the correct etiquette for making prostrations, to
prepare them for the afternoon pilgrimage around the temple.

The class was split into three groups, and all the students who had
joined Bodhi Garden for more than 2 years hecame the teachers of each
group, teaching them the eight steps to making prostrations. This was
not only a good opportunity for the newer students to learn Buddhist
etiquette but also for the older students to test and revise their own
knowledge. The second half of the class was dedicated to learning a
Sounds of the Human World Song called “Pilgrimage”, so the students
could further understand the meaning and reason for the pilgrimage.

After the class, ten of the students stayed behind for the afternoon
pilgrimage around the temple, to truly have a feel of what is is like.
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Mid-Autumn Festival Pilgrimage
and Tea Party

On 18th September 2016, London Fo Guang Shan Temple held a
pilgrimage and tea party to celebrate the Mid-Autumn Festival. The
Venerables led the congregation to recite the heart sutra outside the
front entrance and then chant the Sakyamuni Buddha’s name as they
began their pilgrimage around the temple with a prostration after every
three steps. Pilgrimage is a very significant and meaningful practice
to purify the mind and practice humility. After the pilgrimage, everyone
gathered in the library to share some refreshments and also listen to
the Bodhi Garden students sharing about their summer experiences in
Taiwan.
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One Day Eight Precepts Retreat

On 2nd October 2016, London Fo Guang Shan organised the annual Eight
Precepts Retreat to give lay members the opportunity to experience a day
in the life of the monastery. The abbess, Ven. Miao Shiang explained the
origin and the significance of the Eight Precepts retreat. Ven. Chueh Yun
taught sutra studies and Ven Miao Yuen led a sutra transcription session.
The retreat is an opportunity for lay people to put their worries aside and
focus on their cultivation and practice, to uphold the eight precepts and
live the life of a monastic for a day.
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Passing Down Faith - Baby
Blessing & Refuge Taking
Ceremony

To commemorate the Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s renunciation day, London
Fo Guang Shan Temple organised a baby hlessing, refuge taking and
newly married blessing ceremony. 25 babies and children attended the
blessing which was conducted by the Venerables of London Fo Guang
Shan Temple. The objective of this significant ceremony is not only to
bless the child but also to pass down the teachings of Buddhism to the
future generation. The youngest haby to attend the ceremony was only 6
months old. In addition, 20 adults also joined the refuge-taking ceremony
to become a true Buddhist. The temple also held a special blessing

for the Mark Harrison and Mun-Yee Kong, whose parents are long term
volunteers at the temple.

At the end of the ceremony, Abbess Ven. Miao Shiang reminded everyone
to visit the temple, their spiritual home, often. She said “In life we will
always come across difficulties, however these hardships are what make
us stronger. Now that you have taken refuge and have this faith, then
this will be the strength and wisdom that will guide you on your path.”
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Bohdi Garden children dedicate
merits to Master Hsing Yun

On 6th November 2016, students from London Fo Guang Shan Bodhi
Garden recited and copied the Medicine Buddha mantra, to dedicate the
merits to Venerable Master Hsing Yun after hearing that he underwent
surgery the week before. The students whole-heartedly wished Venerable
Master a speedy recovery. Teacher Roxy encouraged them to copy the
sutra with sincerity as Venerable Master Hsing Yun can definitely feel
their blessings and wishes. The teacher also took the opportunity to run
a “Medicine Buddha Quiz” with the students, to enhance their knowledge
on Medicine Buddha.
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Repentance Service for
Volunteers to Welcome the
New Year

On the first day of 2017, London Fo Guang Shan organised a repentance
and blessing service for volunteers. Abbess Ven. Miao Shiang, Ven. Chueh
Yun and Ven. Miao Yuen led over a hundred volunteers to chant the Eighty
Eight Buddha's Repentance Service. On the first day of 2017, we repent
past transgressions, ready to welcome the New Year. Ven. Miao Shiang
thanked the volunteers for their dedication and contribution to the temple
and presented each volunteer with gifts as a token of appreciation. This
year, the gift included a very special set of of “For You” red packets with
the Master Hsing Yun's New Year Calligraphy from the last twelve years.
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Celebrating Dharma Day with
Laba Porridge

On 5th January 2017, London Fo Guang Shan Temple held the Buddha’s
Enlightenment Day Dharma Service, which was followed by a special
lunch of Laba porridge, prepared by the volunteers. Laba Porridge comes
from when the Buddha underwent ascetic practices and was unable to
attain enlightenment. He decided to abandon these austerities and a
shepherd girl gave him a bowl of porridge as an offering, and the Buddha
regained enough strength to continue practicing—this time using the
middle way. On December 8 of the lunar calendar, the Buddha attained
enlightenment and that day was designated as Buddha's Enlightenment
Day. Buddhist temples celebrate this day by preparing porridge to
recognize the shepherd girl's offering.
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Virtual Chinese New Year
Greetings with Europe FGS

On 27th January, over 120 volunteers returned to the temple to join the
reunion dinner to celebrate Chinese New Year's Eve. During the dinner,
Venerable Miao Shiang gave a heart-warming speech to thank the
volunteers for their contribution and dedication in supporting the temple.

At 8pm in the evening, volunteers, devotees and guests joined the
Venerables in the main shrine for a video conference with the other Fo
Guang Shan branch temples in Europe. Chief Abbess of FGS Europe,
Venerable Man Chien addressed everyone and sent her well wishes for
the coming year.

At 9pm, the Venerables of the London temple led the congregation in a
Dharma service to bid farewell to the past year.
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Prostrating the Heart Sutra

This year, BLIA London Sub-chapter 1 will organise monthly sessions of
prostrating to the Heart Sutra. The first session began on 25th February
and led by Ven. Miao Lung. 20 devotees gathered at the temple to join
together to recite the heart sutra, and make a prostration after the each
word.

This way of cultivation helps one to practice humility and respect.

BLIA Subchapter 1 organised this monthly event in order to help the
members understand the benefits of prostrations:

1. To learn to respect others and practice humility.

2. To purify the body, speech and mind, leading to the development of
wisdom

3. To repent past transgressions and practice being focused

4. To strengthen belief and gain a better understanding of the Heart
Sutra

5. To dedicate merits to all, creating affinity with others.
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2017 London Fo Guang Shan
Buddhist Youth Seminar

In order to let more people experience life in the monastery, London Fo
Guang Shan Temple organized a Buddhist Youth Seminar ,23 participants
joined the event to learn more about Buddhism. A variety of classes were

 arranged including Buddhist etiquette, Sutra studies, chanting, study

groups, etc. Many members gave feedback at the end and expressed
that the seminar really helped them to understand more about the
fundamental teachings ofBudghiS:
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Centenary project to honour the
Chinese Labour Corps

On 19th April, London Fo Guang Shan was invited by The Meridian
Society and SOAS China Institute to conduct a Buddhist ritual chanting
prayer to mark the launch of the centenary heritage project to honour
the Chinese Labour Corps. The 18-month programme organised by the
Meridian Society aims to raise awareness of the vital role played by the
Chinese Labour Corps in the World War | and leave a lasting legacy of
remembrance.
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Blessing For Students Prior to
their Exams

May and June is a busy time for students as many are preparing to take
their end of year exams. In order to boost their confidence, London Fo
Guang Shan Temple organised a special blessing service on 13th May
for the students. Over 50 students participated in the blessing, which

BRI 4 \@é/ﬁgﬂjle%ﬁﬁ%%ﬂgglJBKE_@@giii\% a3 included the recitation of the “Prayer for Examinees” written by Master
RN R SR - B =EEFEER il Hsing Yun. After the service, Ven. Miao Shiang gave each participant a
ﬁ@qusﬁguﬂ gift of holy water and a Manjusri Bodhisattva notehook.
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Neighbouring Church

Though it is not the Buddhist tradition to celebrate Christmas, London Fo
Guang Shan never forgets those who do celebrate it. On December 18,
Abbess of London Fo Guang Shan, Venerable Miao Shiang led members
of BLIA, YAD and Bodhi Garden children to walk over to the neighbouring
All Saint Church and Jesus Army to send Christmas greetings and gifts.
Bodhi Garden children also sang Christmas carols to wish them Merry
Christmas.
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Vicar of All Saints Church, Father Alan Moses thanked London Fo Guang
Shan for their thoughtful gifts and praised the children for their lovely
singing. Since London Fo Guang Shan’s estahlishment in 1992, hoth
the church and temple have maintained a friendly relationship, sharing
mutual respect and harmony. Father Moses noted down the date of the
2017 Chinese Lunar New Year in his diary as a reminder to return the
Church’s blessing to the Chinese congregation at the Temple.
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Venerable and members of

Wat Phra Dhammakaya London
visited London Fo Guang Shan
Temple

On 16th January 2017, Venerahle Phra Suriyan Amaro, together with two
devotees from Wat Phra Dhammakaya London, paid a visit to London

Fo Guang Shan sending their early greetings to Chinese Buddhist
Communities for the Chinese Lunar New Year in February. Ven. Miao
Shiang, Ven. Chueh Yun, Ven. Miao Lung, BLIA Interfaith Consultant
Veronica Wetten and BLIA Sub-Chapter Advisor Marcus Chan guided the
group around the temple.

Venerable Phra Suriyan Amaro was impressed with the variety of
activities organised by London Fo Guang to celebrate the Chinese Lunar
New Year. He praised Ven. Master Hsing Yun's one stroke calligraphy
writings, as they're not only a method of promoting culture but at the
same time conveying messages such as “Four Givings”. He admired the
structure of Fo Guang Shan with Monastics and lay Buddhists working
together to promote Humanistic Buddhism.
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German Christian pilgrims
visited London Fo Guang Shan

Elke Bennetreu was so impressed by the hospitality she received whilst
visiting London Fo Guang Shan Temple during her summer vacation
last year that she decided bring a group of 21 Christian Pilgrimage,
from Germany, to visit London Fo Guang Shan Temple on 22nd January
2017. Ven. Chueh Yun welcomed and guided the group around the
temple, providing a brief history of the establishment of Fo Guang Shan
Monastery in Taiwan and its 300 temples around the world founded hy
Venerable Master Hsing Yun.

Ven Chueh Yun explained that the objectives of London Fo Guang Shan
Temple are to promote the principles of Humanistic Buddhism and to
foster peace and harmony among all peoples of the world. To do this, the
Temple follows Venerahle Master Hsing Yun’s four founding principles of
providing educational opportunities, sponsoring cultural events, engaging
in community service, and by extensively writing and teaching about the
Buddhist path of wisdom and compassion.
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Westminster South Clergy and
Community Leaders Interfaith
Forum

On 23 January 2017, Ven. Chueh Yun and BLIA Interfaith Consultant
Veronica Wetten represented London Fo Guang Shan to attend
Westminster South Clergy and Community Leaders Interfaith Forum
chaired by Rabbi Steven Derby at London Buddhist Society. Mrs. Darcy
Flynn welcomed the group of 14 clergies to London Buddhist Society.
She introduced the history of the Society and took the group to visit the
collection of 5,000 volumes of Buddhist hooks, the meditation hall and
classroom.

After the tour, the forum members sat down to discuss the Community
Cohesion Commission launched by Westminster City Council, discussing
how faith and voluntary sectors can continue to provide services
especially as the United Kingdom’s withdrawal from the European Union
(Brexit). The forum also discussed the issue of hate crime where it is
on the increase and noted how faith and community leaders have a
responsibility to support victims of hate crime.
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UPF - An open interview evening

On 24th February 2017 Ven Miao Lung, together with BLIA London
Committees Marcus Chan and Vicky Lee, attended an open interview
evening organised hy Universal Peace Federation (UPF).

During the evening, the host interviewed a well-known British screen
writer, filmmaker, and formerly Channel 4 commissioning editor Farrukh
Dhondy. They also interviewed a young achiever, Matteo Bergammini who
is the founder and director of Shout Out UK.
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London Fo Guang Shan invited to
attend Westminster City Council
Leader’s Breakfast

As resident of the Westminster City Council and active member of the
Westminster Interfaith Group, London Fo Guang Shan was invited by the
new Leader of Westminster Council, Councillor Nickie Aiken to attend
Westminster City Council Leader’s Breakfast on 2nd March 2017.

President of BLIA London Chapter Alex Lee and Sub-Chapter Advisor
Marcus Chan attended the meeting together with 150 invited guests
covering Clergies, charities and business leaders in the City of
Westminster. President Alex congratulated Councillor Nickie Aiken for
her new role as Leader of Westminster City Council and extended London
Fo Guang Shan’s invitation to attend the Annual Buddha's Birthday
Celebration in London Leicester Square Garden.
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Dialogue with Father Alan
Moses, Vicar of All Saint Church

As inspired by the founding Master, Venerable Master Hsing Yun on
promoting Humanistic Buddhism, London Fo Guang Shan Temple has long
been providing Chaplaincy service in detention centres and prisons. On
2nd March 2017, Ven Miao Lung led BLIA Sub-Chapter Advisor Marcus
Chan and Vicky to meet Father Moses, Vicar of All Saint Church to discuss
the works involved in providing Buddhist Chaplaincy in the NHS (National
Health Service).

Father Moses praised the temple for providing community services to
both Buddhist and non-Buddhist in Detention Centre and Prisons. He was
pleased to hear that the Temple is now reaching out into the NHS and has
sent Marcus Chan to attend the Chaplaincy training at St Thomas & Guys
NHS Trust.
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London Fo Guang Shan and
BLIA London Chapter attended
Candlelit Vigil at Trafalgar
Square

On 23rd March 2017 the day after the unfortunate terrorist attack in
Westminster Bridge and Parliament, London Fo Guang Shan attended a
vigil organised by the Mayor of London, Mr Sadig Khan.

Venerahle Chueh Yun, BLIA London Chapter Advisor Salena Wong,

BLIA London Chapter President Alex Lee, together with BLIA members
joined other Faith Leaders, Home Secretary Amber Rudd, Acting Met
Commissioner Craig Mackey, Mayor of London Sadig Khan and thousands
of people at Trafalgar Square to show solidarity against the terror attack
and paid tribute to the victims. Venerable Chueh Yun led members of BLIA
to light candles in memory of those who have lost their life.

Mayor of London, Mr Khan spoke of how Londoners had come together
in the aftermath of the attack. He said: “London is the greatest city in
the world. We will never be cowed by terrorism. We stand together, in
the face of those who seek to harm us and destroy our way of life. We
always have, and we always will.”
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Solidarity & Remembrance in
tribute to Westminster attack
victims

On 29th March 2017, one week after the terrorist attack in Westminster
Bridge and Parliament, London Fo Guang Shan and BLIA London Chapter
were invited to participate in a Solidarity & Remembrance March jointly
organised by Faiths Forum for London and Metropolitan Police.

Police officers, doctors, nurses, faith communities and people from all
walks of life in the UK came together and walked across Westminster
Bridge in solidarity to condemn the horrific crime and show unity in the
face of terror. As the vigil reached Parliament, a minute’s silence was
observed and people paid tribute to the victims by laying flowers and
offered prayers.
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Bodhi Garden Children visited
places of worship in Paris

26 Children from Fo Guang Shan London & Manchester spent their Easter
holiday on a Bodhi Garden Sleepover in Fo Guang Shan France. The
temple is situated in Bussy-Saint-Georges, a multi-faith district, in the
Paris suburbs. Within the multi-faith district, there is a Laos Buddhist
Monastery, Muslim Mosque, Jewish Synagogue and Christian Churches.

As part of the children learning programme, they visited Wat
Velouvannaram, a Laos Buddhist Temple and the Notre Dame du Val, a
Catholic Church. After the visit, the children had a dialogue with Director
of FGS International Supervisory Council and Abbess of Fo Guang Shan
Europe, Ven. Man Chien, through video conferencing. Ven. Man Chien
reminded the children that we all live in a multi-cultural and religious
society and apart from mutual respect and tolerance; we must learn to
live in harmony.
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Rev'd Michael Redman visits
London Fo Guang Shan Temple
for Interfaith Exchange

On 20th April 2017, Curate of The Parish of St Paul, Rev'd Michael
Redman visited London Fo Guang Shan Temple. Venerable Chueh Yun and
BLIA London Sub-Chapter Advisor, Marcus Chan, guided Rev's Redman
around the temple, introducing the history and activities of the temple.

Ven. Chueh Yun gave an explanation of the essence of Humanistic
Buddhism. Rev'd Redman found the interfaith exchange very heneficial
and hopes that difference faiths in the Marylebone area can get together
to hold regular interfaith dialogues.
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Members of the Shumei UK
visited London Fo Guang Shan
Temple.

On Saturday 6th May 2017, London Fo Guang Shan Temple received a
group of 8 visitors from the Shumei UK organised by Angela Dietrich.
When the group arrived at the Main Shrine, they were so impressed to
see the layout of the shine with Buddha's images on the wall and ceiling.
At the Main Shrine, Ven Miao Yuan welcomed the group and gave a brief
talk of the life of Sakyamuni Buddha, the founder of Buddhism and
explained the significance of Bathing the Buddha before inviting each
person to take turn to bathe the Buddha.

The group was particularly interested to know more about Avalokitesvara
Bodhisattva. Marcus Chan explained that in Mahayana Tradition, a
Bodhisattva is one who is following the path to enlightenment but put
off the final stage of enlightenment in order to completely alleviate the
suffering of others.

R FREBBIVERSIAEHIESS - AP ERIE  Avalokitesvara in Chinese is Guan Shi Yin, meaning “observing the sound
818 - (or cries) of the world” and with her great compassion heart, pledges to
answer the cries and pleas of all beings that call upon her name.
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London Fo Guang Shan
participates in the Annual
Marylebone Service

On 18th May 2017, London Fo Guang Shan Temple received an invitation
from The Rector of St Marylebone, The Revd Canon Stephen Evans, to
attend the Annual Marylebone Service, an Interfaith Celebration of Life
in St. Marylebone. Ven. Chueh Yun, Ven. Miao Yuan, BLIA London Chapter
Advisor, Salina Wong, together with 12 other members represented
London Fo Guang Temple.

The theme of this year’s prayer is “unity through diversity in a changing
world”. Over 100 faiths representations from the Anglican, Catholic,
Jewish, Islam, B’hai and Buddhist faiths gathered together with the aim
to promote tolerance and peaceful coexistence. The congregations from
London Fo Guang Shan Temple put on their prayer robes and with the
utmost sincerity and pure voices, they chanted the Ten Directions and the
BLIA Four Verses to transfer merits for a peaceful co-existence between
religions.
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Interfaith Dialogue and
Co-existence Through Music

Faiths In Tune once again teamed up with The British Museum to organise
the 6th Annual London Interfaith Music Festival on 21st May 2017. The
objectives are to promote interfaith understanding, respect for religion
and dialogue by bringing people of all different faith hackgrounds
together through the universal language of music. Faith groups
representing Christianity, Buddhism, Catholicism, Hinduism, Judaism,
Jainism, Shintoism, Sikhism together with Faith Schools put together over
30 performances.

London Fo Guang Shan Temple, for the first time, participated in this
festival. Ven. Chueh Yun led the Fo Guang Choir who sang two celestial
songs titled Formless Gatha and All Kshetras of The Ten Directions.
Dancers from Fo Guang Dun Huang Dance Group and musician from SOAS
Chinese Music Ensemble coordinated with the performance. During the
festival, members from BLIA London Chapter also set up an interfaith
stall to provide free distribution of leaflets about Fo Guang Shan and
books on Humanistic Buddhism.
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32nd Anniversary Celebration of
The London Peace Pagoda

On Saturday, 17th June, 2017, London Fo Guang Shan was invited
amongst other faith groups by Nipponzan Myohoji Temple to the 32nd
Anniversary Celebration of London Peace Pagoda in Battersea Park. The
Peace Pagoda was offered to the people of London by the Nipponzan
Myohoji Buddhist Order as part of the 1985 Greater London Council (GLC)
Peace Year.

Ven. Miao Yuan together with 20 BLIA members joined the celebration
by offering Buddhist Chanting and joined the circumambulation of the
Pagoda whilst chanting the Buddha's name. After the religious ceremony
and speeches, members of BLIA London Chapter performed the hand
gestures to the song ‘Faith” which brought loud applause from the
audience.
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Attending Iftar Celebration —
Strengthening Society through
Faith

Iftar is one of the religious observances of Ramadan (holy month of
fasting) and is often done as a community, with people gathering to
break fast together with the Muslim. On 20th June 2017, The Islamic
Cultural Centre in London invited over 130 representatives from 14 faiths
and religious groups including the Metropolitan Police, local Member

of Parliament and community leaders to London Central Mosque’s Iftar
celebration.

Religious representatives were invited to speak and in line with the
theme “Strengthening Society through Faith” Abbess of London Fo Guang
Shan, Ven. Miao Shiang addressed the congregation using the Master’s
concept of the “Five Harmonies”. The speech was applauded by many of
the guests who thought that the five harmonies are so vital to today’s
society.
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2017 G20 Interfaith Summit

Ven. Miao Lung and Marcus Chan represented Fo Guang Shan, Europe

to attend the 2017 G20 Interfaith Summit held at the University of
Potsdam, Berlin from 15th - 17th June 2017. The ohjective of the Summit
is to facilitate peace and harmony between people of all religious

and philosophical traditions while exploring ways to work together to
strengthen human development understood in the broadest sense.

The theme for this year Summit is “Religion, sustainable development,
and the Refugee Crisis” and the Summit has gathered together scholars,
lawyers and political leaders with faith and interfaith leaders from
around the world for three days of discussion and dialogue as a
substantial contribution to the G20 Economic Forum.
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